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Philippians 2:5-11, long cherished and mined for its riches, has shaped the very
language and architecture of orthodox Christian confession of Christ. Whether in
contemporary worship or devotional reading, all Christians have found this
Pauline passage speaking with memorable and evocative power. Yet few
scriptural texts have generated as much interpretive comment and controversy.
Close inspection of its lines raises important questions of the meaning of terms,
the principal affirmations regarding Christ's nature and work, the function of
these verses within the argument of Philippians and the possibility that the poetry
of verses 6-11 reveals the shape of an early Christian hymn. And if these verses
constitute a hymn, what does it disclose of its original setting and the nature of
early Christian worship? Ralph Martin's study of this passage was originally
published in 1967 under the title Carmen Christi and then reissued in 1983 with a
new preface. For thirty years it has been widely and uncontestedly recognized as
the indispensable work for any serious interpretation of Philippians 2:5-11. Now
reissued as A Hymn of Christ, this classic work includes a new preface that brings
readers abreast of critical issues in the interpretation of this text since 1983. Once
again a foundational volume on Pauline theology is made available to students of
Scripture.
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Philippians 2:5-11, long cherished and mined for its riches, has shaped the very language and architecture of
orthodox Christian confession of Christ. Whether in contemporary worship or devotional reading, all
Christians have found this Pauline passage speaking with memorable and evocative power. Yet few
scriptural texts have generated as much interpretive comment and controversy. Close inspection of its lines
raises important questions of the meaning of terms, the principal affirmations regarding Christ's nature and
work, the function of these verses within the argument of Philippians and the possibility that the poetry of
verses 6-11 reveals the shape of an early Christian hymn. And if these verses constitute a hymn, what does it
disclose of its original setting and the nature of early Christian worship? Ralph Martin's study of this passage
was originally published in 1967 under the title Carmen Christi and then reissued in 1983 with a new
preface. For thirty years it has been widely and uncontestedly recognized as the indispensable work for any
serious interpretation of Philippians 2:5-11. Now reissued as A Hymn of Christ, this classic work includes a
new preface that brings readers abreast of critical issues in the interpretation of this text since 1983. Once
again a foundational volume on Pauline theology is made available to students of Scripture.
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Editorial Review

From the Back Cover
Philippians 2:5-11, long cherished and mined for its riches, has shaped the very language and architecture of
orthodox Christian confession of Christ. Yet few scriptural texts have generated as much interpretive
comment and controversy. Ralph Martin's study of this passage was originally published in 1967 under the
title Carmen Christi and then reissued in 1983 with a new preface. Now reissued as A Hymn of Christ, this
classic work includes a new preface that brings readers abreast of critical issues in the interpretation of this
text since 1983.

About the Author
Ralph Martin (1925-2013) was a distinguished New Testament scholar and a significant figure in the post-
World War 2 resurgence of British evangelical scholarship. Born in Anfield, Liverpool, England, his early
education was interrupted in 1939 by the war, and he was conscripted to work in the coal mines of
Lancashire. After the war he pursued ministerial training at Manchester Baptist College and in 1949 earned
his B.A. at the University of Manchester. In 1963 he completed his Ph.D. at King’s College, University of
London. In 1969 Martin joined the faculty of Fuller Theological Seminary in Pasadena, California, where he
would serve as professor of New Testament from 1969 to 1988, and director of the graduate studies program
beginning in 1979. He resumed his teaching there in 1995 as Distinguished Scholar in Residence.
Throughout his academic career he stayed involved in preaching, teaching laypeople and other pastoral
ministry. He was the author of numerous studies and commentaries on the New Testament, including
Worship in the Early Church, the volume on Philippians in The Tyndale New Testament Commentary
series, and 2 Corinthians and James in the Word Biblical Commentary, for which he also served as New
Testament editor.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

James Ponce:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys this
particular aren't like that. This A Hymn of Christ: Philippians 2:5-11 in Recent Interpretation & in the Setting
of Early Christian Worship book is readable by you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the
details here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving possibly decrease the
knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer of A Hymn of Christ: Philippians 2:5-11 in Recent
Interpretation & in the Setting of Early Christian Worship content conveys the thought easily to understand
by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different by means of
it. So , do you continue to thinking A Hymn of Christ: Philippians 2:5-11 in Recent Interpretation & in the
Setting of Early Christian Worship is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Maria Davis:

The ability that you get from A Hymn of Christ: Philippians 2:5-11 in Recent Interpretation & in the Setting
of Early Christian Worship is a more deep you excavating the information that hide inside the words the



more you get considering reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to know but A Hymn of Christ:
Philippians 2:5-11 in Recent Interpretation & in the Setting of Early Christian Worship giving you
enjoyment feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in a number of way that can be
understood by simply anyone who read this because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This
particular book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then
can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this specific A Hymn
of Christ: Philippians 2:5-11 in Recent Interpretation & in the Setting of Early Christian Worship instantly.

Frank Cockerham:

In this particular era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more important
than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you are related is
just spending your time not much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of the books in the
top listing in your reading list is A Hymn of Christ: Philippians 2:5-11 in Recent Interpretation & in the
Setting of Early Christian Worship. This book which is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer
in turning into precious person. By looking upwards and review this e-book you can get many advantages.

Elizabeth Rogers:

You can find this A Hymn of Christ: Philippians 2:5-11 in Recent Interpretation & in the Setting of Early
Christian Worship by visit the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve trouble if
you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by simply written or
printed but in addition can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just
looking from your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your ways to get
more information about your publication. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your
knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.
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