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British Fiction and the Sruggle Against Work offers an account of British
literary responses to work from the 1950s to the onset of the financial crisis of
2008/9. Roberto del Vale Alcala argues that throughout this period, working-
class writing devel oped new strategies of resistance against the social discipline
imposed by capitalist work. Asthe latter becomes an increasingly pervasive and
inescapable form of control and as its nature grows abstract, diffuse, and
precarious, writing about it acquires a new antagonistic quality, producing new
forms of subjective autonomy and new imaginaries of a possible life beyond its
purview. By tracing a genealogy of working-class authors and texts that in
various ways defined themselves against the social discipline imposed by post-
war capitalism, this book analyses the strategies adopted by workersin their
attempts to identify and combat the source of their oppression. Drawing on the
work of awide range of theorists including Deleuze and Guattari, Giorgio
Agamben and Antonio Negri, Alcala offers a systematic and innovative account
of British literary treatments of work. The book includes close readings of fiction
by Alan Sillitoe, David Storey, Nell Dunn, Pat Barker, James Kelman, Irvine
Welsh, Monica Ali, and Joanna K avenna.
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British Fiction and the Struggle Against Work offers an account of British literary responses to work from
the 1950s to the onset of the financial crisis of 2008/9. Roberto del Valle Alcala argues that throughout this
period, working-class writing developed new strategies of resistance against the social discipline imposed by
capitalist work. Asthe latter becomes an increasingly pervasive and inescapable form of control and asits
nature grows abstract, diffuse, and precarious, writing about it acquires a new antagonistic quality, producing
new forms of subjective autonomy and new imaginaries of a possible life beyond its purview. By tracing a
genealogy of working-class authors and texts that in various ways defined themselves against the social
discipline imposed by post-war capitalism, this book analyses the strategies adopted by workersin their
attempts to identify and combat the source of their oppression. Drawing on the work of awide range of
theoristsincluding Deleuze and Guattari, Giorgio Agamben and Antonio Negri, Alcald offers a systematic
and innovative account of British literary treatments of work. The book includes close readings of fiction by
Alan Sillitoe, David Storey, Nell Dunn, Pat Barker, James Kelman, Irvine Welsh, Monica Ali, and Joanna
Kavenna.
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Editorial Review

Review

Offering an analysis of working-class experience through detailed theoretical readings ... British Working-
Class Fiction provides an urgent discussion of inequality and subjugation, while pointing to the possibilities
of literature as a space of imaginative agency and flight. Times Literary Supplement

About the Author
Roberto del Valle Alcala is a Postdoctoral Fellow in the Department of English, Uppsala University,
Sweden.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Thomas Car lson:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also be alife style. Thisreading
routine give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information
inside the book thisimprove your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of e-
book you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want experience
happy read one along with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The British Working-Class Fiction:
Narratives of Refusal and the Struggle Against Work is kind of reserve which is giving the reader unforeseen
experience.

Christina Vallgo:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity together with
family or just watching TV all day every day. Y ou can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading
abook. Ugh, think reading a book can really hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It ok
you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like British Working-Class
Fiction: Narratives of Refusal and the Struggle Against Work which is keeping the e-book version. So , why
not try out this book? Let's view.

Henry Slaughter:

This British Working-Class Fiction: Narratives of Refusal and the Struggle Against Work is brand new way
for you who has intense curiosity to look for some information given it relief your hunger associated with.
Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having tiny amount of
digest in reading this British Working-Class Fiction: Narratives of Refusal and the Struggle Against Work
can be the light food for you personally because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get simply
by anyone. These books create itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, that's why | mean in the e-book
application form. People who think that in book form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this guide isthe



answer. So thereisn't any in reading a guide especially this one. Y ou can find what you are looking for. It
should be here for you actually. So, don't miss this! Just read this e-book style for your better life along with
knowledge.

Heather Delph:

As ascholar exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or to
make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart or real their
leisure activity. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time there but
nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful picson there. Yeah, it isto be complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we know
that on this period, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore this British Working-Class Fiction: Narratives of Refusal and the Struggle Against Work
can make you experience more interested to read.
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