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I'm anocturnal creature,

And I'm hereto cheat time.

Y ou can seetime and exhaustion
Taking pay from my face?

Infifty years

My sleep will be death,
I'll go like the rest,

But I'll have played

All the games and all theroles.
?from "Nocturnal"

"There's never been a book quite like this. Hollywoodame, celebrity, the
promise of becoming an artist?s the beast at its center. Franco knowsit like
Melville knows whaling. Hollywood in this book devoursits young. Obsessed
with myths about its own past, it can be survived only by finding a vantage point
that is not Hollywood. Bold yet subtle, fearless yet disarming, Franco has made a
book you will never forget." ?Frank Bidart

"A star-studded cast moves like ghosts across the screen of James Franco's poetic
consciousness, imbuing the writing with scenes of icons who are also humans
replete with sorrow and presence in our own psyches. James Dean, Monica Vitti,
Catherine Deneuve, Sal Mineo, Heath Ledger, pass and fade. The author has a
wonderful, self-reflexive insouciance about his own fame and roles inhabited,
from Hart Crane to Allen Ginsberg to Harvey Milk'slover. Franco is a gifted
contemporary Renaissance kind of guy, surveying the waterfront of illusion,
suffering, and impermanance. We leave the movie theater alittle wiser." ?Anne
Waldman
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Directing Herbert White isthe debut poetry collection by the actor, director, and writer James Franco

I'm anocturnal creature,

And I'm hereto cheat time.

Y ou can see time and exhaustion
Taking pay from my face?

Infifty years

My sleep will be death,
I'll go like the rest,

But I'll have played

All the games and all theroles.
?from "Nocturna”

"There's never been a book quite like this. Hollywoodame, celebrity, the promise of becoming an artist?s
the beast at its center. Franco knowsiit like Melville knows whaling. Hollywood in this book devoursits
young. Obsessed with myths about its own past, it can be survived only by finding a vantage point that is not
Hollywood. Bold yet subtle, fearless yet disarming, Franco has made a book you will never forget." 2Frank
Bidart

"A star-studded cast moves like ghosts across the screen of James Franco's poetic consciousness, imbuing the
writing with scenes of icons who are also humans replete with sorrow and presence in our own psyches.
James Dean, Monica Vitti, Catherine Deneuve, Sal Mineo, Heath Ledger, pass and fade. The author has a
wonderful, self-reflexive insouciance about his own fame and roles inhabited, from Hart Crane to Allen
Ginsberg to Harvey Milk's lover. Franco is a gifted contemporary Renaissance kind of guy, surveying the
waterfront of illusion, suffering, and impermanance. We leave the movie theater alittle wiser." ?Anne
Waldman
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Editorial Review

From Booklist

Franco’s commitment to poetry has heretofore been expressed in films. He played Allen Ginsberg in Howl;
created and starred in The Broken Tower, afilm about Hart Crane; and made a short film based on Frank
Bidart’ s searing poem about a necrophiliac child-murderer, “Herbert White.” This volume' stitle poemisan
homage to Bidart, who, like Franco, grew up in California, albeit when, as Franco imagines, being gay was a
“secret so dark that he could tell no one.” Asin his novel, Actors Anonymous (2013), Franco—protean,
determined, sly, and armed with five MFAS, including one in poetry—writes audaciously about the
perversities of Hollywood and how it decimates the vulnerable. He portrays such movie-industry casualties
as Lindsay Lohan, River Phoenix, and Sal Mineo, and reveals his own grappling with the largesse and
absurdities of celebrity and, ultimately, a confusion of selves: “This fake meislouder / Than the real me, and
he/ Isthe one everyone knows.” Franco’s bold and magnetic examination of life in the mirrored hall of
make-believe and fame taps deeply into our collective mythology. --Donnha Seaman

Review

“Franco's bold and magnetic examination of life in the mirrored hall of make-believe and fame taps deeply
into our collective mythology.” ?Booklist

“The stories in Directing Herbert White disconcert and titillate, they swagger and collapse, andthey explore
what it feels like to be a character. How did we get to be this way? is the unspoken question--weird, ugly
humans, on and off stage, trying and failing? Franco's poems are brave and whip-like, and in the center of
their mirrored labyrinth, they house and refine a vulnerable, curious, and very distinct poetic sentience.”
?Tony Hoagland

“A star-studded cast moves like ghosts across the screen of James Franco's poetic consciousness, imbuing
the writing with scenes of icons who are also humans replete with sorrow and presence in our own psyches.
James Dean, Monica Vitti, Catherine Deneuve, Sal Mineo, Heath Ledger pass and fade. The author has a
wonderful self-reflexive insouciance about his own fame and roles inhabited, from Hart Crane to Allen
Ginsberg to Harvey Milk'slover. Franco is a gifted contemporary Renaissance kind of guy, surveying the
waterfront of illusion, suffering, and impermanence. We leave the movie theater alittle wiser.” ?Anne
Waldman

“There's never been abook quite like this. Hollywood--fame, celebrity, the promise of becoming an artist--is
the beast at its center. Franco knowsiit like Melville knows whaling. Hollywood in this book devoursits
young. Obsessed with myths about its own past, it can be survived only by finding a vantage point that is not
Hollywood. Bold yet subtle, fearless yet disarming, Franco has made a book you will never forget.” ?Frank
Bidart

“Individually and collectively, the poems in James Franco's Directing Herbert White dramatize the fever
dream of American celebrity culture while coolly taking that fever's pulse. In a style both direct and elusive,
as anguished asit isironic, Franco shows uswhat it feelslike to be, at one and the same time, looked at and
invisible, acting and acted upon. But what makes this book so distinctive and powerful is the disturbing
image of ourselves we see reflected back at us from the funhouse mirror of our public fantasies.” ?Alan
Shapiro


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801

About the Author

James Franco is an actor, director, writer, and artist. He has appeared in numerous films, and has directed
and adapted many literary works for the screen, including Frank Bidart's "Herbert White."

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Hubert Ray:

Reading a book can be one of alot of exercise that everyonein the world realy likes. Do you like reading
book therefore. There are alot of reasons why people loveit. First reading a publication will give you alot of
new info. When you read a book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of many ways to
share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, studying a book will make you more imaginative. When
you examining a book especially fiction book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the
personas do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this
Directing Herbert White: Poems, you may tells your family, friends and soon about yours reserve. Y our
knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a e-book.

Jeffrey Stampley:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
compared to can satisfy your limited time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find
publication that need more time to be learn. Directing Herbert White: Poems can be your answer given it can
be read by you who have those short spare time problems.

Elisabeth M cBee:

Beside this particular Directing Herbert White: Poemsin your phone, it could possibly give you away to get
more close to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you will got hereis
fresh through the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow community. It is
good thing to have Directing Herbert White: Poems because this book offers to your account readable
information. Do you oftentimes have book but you seldom get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that
will not end up to happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable,
similar to treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the idea? Find this book as well asread it
from today!

Blair Gant:

E-book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen need book to know the update information of year to be able to year. Aswe
know those publications have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can bring usto
around the world. Through the book Directing Herbert White: Poems we can get more advantage. Don't one



to be creative people? Being creative person must love to read a book. Only choose the best book that

appropriate with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life at this book Directing Herbert White:
Poems. Y ou can more pleasing than now.
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