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Jazz Sells: Music, Marketing, and Meaning examines the issues of jazz,
consumption, and capitalism through advertising. On television, on the Internet,
in radio, and in print, advertising is a critically important medium for the mass
dissemination of music and musical meaning. This book is a study of the use of
the jazz genre as a musical signifier in promotional efforts, exploring how the
relationship between brand, jazz music, and jazz discourses come together to
create meaning for the product and the consumer. At the same time, it examines
how jazz offers an invaluable lens through which to examine the complex and
often contradictory culture of consumption upon which capitalism is predicated.
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advertising. On television, on the Internet, in radio, and in print, advertising is a critically important medium
for the mass dissemination of music and musical meaning. This book is a study of the use of the jazz genre
as a musical signifier in promotional efforts, exploring how the relationship between brand, jazz music, and
jazz discourses come together to create meaning for the product and the consumer. At the same time, it
examines how jazz offers an invaluable lens through which to examine the complex and often contradictory
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Editorial Review

Review

"Jazz Sells usefully furthers our understanding of how music has been used to sell goods, and entice people
to buy them. This is a welcome addition to the small but fast-growing literature on music and consumer
culture." – Timothy D. Taylor, author of The Sounds of Capitalism: Advertising, Music, and the Conquest of
Culture

"At once a study of the political economy of music in marketing and of jazz historiography, Jazz Sells
encourages?indeed, requires?us to think in new and provocative ways about the many meanings jazz has had
and continues to have. Engaging and witty, few studies match Laver’s in interdisciplinary relevance and
significance to the discipline of jazz studies at once." – Gabriel Solis, University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign, USA

"Mark Laver’s work offers jazz as a lens to scrutinize consumer capitalism, its mechanisms, and its cultural
meanings. His clearly written, rich analysis points out the tensions between jazz’s images as 'countercultural'
and 'sophisticated,' 'ageless' and 'vital,' improvisational and fixed. With its ethnographic grounding, this book
adds materially to a small but growing focus on jazz in media studies, and on marketing in jazz studies. " –
Steven F. Pond, author of Head Hunters: The Making of Jazz’s First Platinum Album

About the Author

Mark Laver is an Assistant Professor of Music at Grinnell College, where he teaches classes on jazz and
popular music. His work has been published in Popular Music and Society, Popular Music, Black Music
Research Journal, and Critical Studies in Improvisation. Laver is also a busy saxophonist who has
performed with Lee Konitz, William Parker, and Dong-Won Kim, among many other leading international
artists.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Clarence Liller:

The ability that you get from Jazz Sells: Music, Marketing, and Meaning (Traditional Studies in Jazz) is a
more deep you searching the information that hide in the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It
doesn't mean that this book is hard to understand but Jazz Sells: Music, Marketing, and Meaning (Traditional
Studies in Jazz) giving you excitement feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in particular
way that can be understood by means of anyone who read the idea because the author of this reserve is well-
known enough. That book also makes your vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go
together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this
kind of Jazz Sells: Music, Marketing, and Meaning (Traditional Studies in Jazz) instantly.



Kathleen Allen:

Jazz Sells: Music, Marketing, and Meaning (Traditional Studies in Jazz) can be one of your basic books that
are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that may
increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the
information. The article writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into delight arrangement in
writing Jazz Sells: Music, Marketing, and Meaning (Traditional Studies in Jazz) yet doesn't forget the main
position, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource info that maybe you can be one
among it. This great information can drawn you into brand new stage of crucial imagining.

Bethany Christiansen:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside using friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh,
you think reading a book really can hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It fine you can have
the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Jazz Sells: Music, Marketing, and
Meaning (Traditional Studies in Jazz) which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this book?
Let's view.

Jody Watson:

A number of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the item
when they get a half parts of the book. You can choose the book Jazz Sells: Music, Marketing, and Meaning
(Traditional Studies in Jazz) to make your own reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading
proficiency is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to
study it and mingle the idea about book and reading especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to start a
book and go through it. Beside that the reserve Jazz Sells: Music, Marketing, and Meaning (Traditional
Studies in Jazz) can to be a newly purchased friend when you're sense alone and confuse with what must
you're doing of that time.
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