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Commoning was a way of life for most of our ancestors. In Reclaiming the
Commons for the Common Good, author Heather Menzies journeys to her roots
in the Scottish Highlands, where her family lived in direct relation with the land
since before recorded time.

Beginning with an intimate account of unearthing the heritage of the commons
and the real tragedy of its loss, Menzies offers a detailed description of the self-
organizing, self-governing, and self-informing principles of this nearly forgotten
way of life, including its spiritual practices and traditions. She then identifies
pivotal commons practices that could be usefully revived today. A final
"manifesto" section pulls these facets together into a unified vision for reclaiming
the commons, drawing a number of current popular initiatives into the
commoning frame, such as local food security, permaculture, and the Occupy
Movement.

An engaging memoir of personal and political discovery, Reclaiming the
Commons for the Common Good combines moving reflections on our common
heritage with a contemporary call to action, individually and collectively; locally
and globally. Readers will be inspired by the book's vision of reviving the
commons ethos of empathy and mutual respect, and energized by her practical
suggestions for connection people and place for the common good.

Heather Menzies is an award-winning writer and scholar and member of the
Order of Canada. She is the author of nine books, including Whose Brave New
World? and No Time.
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Commoning was a way of life for most of our ancestors. In Reclaiming the Commons for the Common Good,
author Heather Menzies journeys to her roots in the Scottish Highlands, where her family lived in direct
relation with the land since before recorded time.

Beginning with an intimate account of unearthing the heritage of the commons and the real tragedy of its
loss, Menzies offers a detailed description of the self-organizing, self-governing, and self-informing
principles of this nearly forgotten way of life, including its spiritual practices and traditions. She then
identifies pivotal commons practices that could be usefully revived today. A final "manifesto" section pulls
these facets together into a unified vision for reclaiming the commons, drawing a number of current popular
initiatives into the commoning frame, such as local food security, permaculture, and the Occupy Movement.

An engaging memoir of personal and political discovery, Reclaiming the Commons for the Common Good
combines moving reflections on our common heritage with a contemporary call to action, individually and
collectively; locally and globally. Readers will be inspired by the book's vision of reviving the commons
ethos of empathy and mutual respect, and energized by her practical suggestions for connection people and
place for the common good.

Heather Menzies is an award-winning writer and scholar and member of the Order of Canada. She is the
author of nine books, including Whose Brave New World? and No Time.
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Editorial Review

Review

It’s an admirable, even noble, vision, and expresses very eloquently what will have to be done if humanity is
to escape the current race towards disaster. There’s not much time, and it’s a huge task. I hope what this
book has the impact it deserves.
---Noam Chomsky, linguist, philosopher, political theorist, MIT

When the great Crash, ecologic or economic, comes, Heather Menzies' brilliant critique, provides an
understanding of why it came about and a path towards a truly sustainable way for humanity to live on the
planet.
---David Suzuki, author, Wisdom of the Elders and The Sacred Balance

A book made for today. Menzies marks the trail for deep participation in the healing of soul, community and
creation, drawing from ancient wisdom, fine scholarship and contemporary practices of hope. An inspiring
and pragmatic contribution toward meeting the greatest spiritual challenges of our time.
---Mardi Tindal, former moderator, United Church of Canada

Like most thoughtful post-2008 observers, Menzies is a trenchant critic of the neoliberal version of
capitalism for its destruction of community life, degradation of the environment and accelerating inequality.
Unlike most, however, she presents a seamlessly argued alternative vision. Drawing on her Scottish roots,
Aboriginal history, current movements like Idle No More, environmental and social justice activist practices
in many countries, and Google-friendly networks, she calls upon individuals to change the world by
engaging locally within this complex matrix. She contends that it's possible, if not easy, to re-establish
communities whose prevailing ethic is the common good. This would allow for markets; but instead of
continuing to dominate, they would be subordinated to society's local and national priorities. A powerful
challenge to the to the still prevailing ideology.
---Ed Broadbent, chair, Broadbent Institute, and former leader, New Democratic Party of Canada

This is a splendid, lyrical book -- exciting, well-written, scholarly and inspirational all at once … Grounded
in practical experience and sound scholarship, this book is a welcome addition to commons literature.
---Susan J. Buck, Ph.D., past president, International Association for the Study of the Commons (IASC),
Associate Professor of Political Science, University of North Carolina - Greensboro

The constitutional principle of compelling national interest that is invoked by governments to ensure
progress and development has invariably been at the expense of local-communities and local environments.
As a result, the fabric of reality is damaged and torn. This damage and tearing is known by many names and
phrases; climate change, war, genocide, colonization, environmental degradation, and perhaps most
appropriately as the tragedy of the commons. Reclaiming the Commons for the Common Good represents, for
me, a first baby-step toward repairing the breach to wholeness and toward restoring ancient pathways
supported both by a scientific theory of common ancestry and indigenous story of creation held-in-common.
---Eugene Richard Atleo (Umeek)



From the Back Cover

… an admirable, even noble, vision… expresses very eloquently what will have to be done if humanity is to
escape the current race towards disaster. ---Noam Chomsky, linguist, philosopher, political theorist, MIT

When the great Crash, ecologic or economic, comes, Heather Menzies' brilliant critique, will provide an
understanding of why it came about, and a path towards a truly sustainable way for humanity to live on the
planet.---David Suzuki, author of Wisdom of the Elders and The Sacred Balance

Reclaiming the Commons for the Common Good combines reflections on our common heritage with a
contemporary call to action. Join author Heather Menzies as she journeys to her roots in the Scottish
Highlands, sharing her intimate account of unearthing the heritage of the commons and the real tragedy of its
loss. This engaging, groundbreaking memoir combines a detailed description of the self-organizing, self-
governing and self-informing principles of this nearly forgotten way of life, including its spiritual practices
and traditions. Menzies’ unified vision for reclaiming the commons incorporates a number of current popular
initiatives such as local food security, permaculture and community revitalization. Readers will be moved to
embrace the commons ethos of empathy and mutual respect, and energized by the practical suggestions for
connecting people and place for the common good.

…a splendid, lyrical book -- exciting, well-written, scholarly and inspirational all at once. ---Susan J. Buck,
Ph.D., Past president, International Association for the Study of the Commons (IASC)

A seamlessly argued alternative vision ---Ed Broadbent, Chair, the Broadbent Institute and former leader of
the New Democratic Party of Canada

Heather Menzies is an award-winning writer and scholar, the author of nine books, including Whose Brave
New World? and No Time, and was recently awarded the Order of Canada for her “contributions to public
discourse.”

About the Author

Heather Menzies is an award-winning writer and scholar and the author of nine books, including Whose
Brave New World? and No Time. She has been awarded an honourary doctorate and the Order of Canada for
her “contributions to public discourse.” A mother and grandmother, a gardener and social-justice activist,
Heather regularly contributes to journals and newspapers, and is in high demand as a speaker, offering a
thoughtful critique of our disintegrating social fabric.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Woodrow Harker:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place
and notice by simply surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated this for a



while is reading. Yes, by reading a publication your ability to survive improve then having chance to endure
than other is high. In your case who want to start reading any book, we give you this Reclaiming the
Commons for the Common Good book as beginning and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is
usually more than just a book.

Jose Jones:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their free time with their family,
or their particular friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic
within the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? May be reading a book may be option to fill your cost-free
time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to try
look for book, may be the book untitled Reclaiming the Commons for the Common Good can be fine book
to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Helen Johnson:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-
book technique, more simple and reachable. This kind of Reclaiming the Commons for the Common Good
can give you a lot of pals because by you taking a look at this one book you have issue that they don't and
make an individual more like an interesting person. This book can be one of one step for you to get success.
This book offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than some
other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? We should have Reclaiming the Commons for the
Common Good.

Ann Craft:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is composed or printed or illustrated from each source this filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social
similar to newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just looking for
the Reclaiming the Commons for the Common Good when you desired it?
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