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In 1789 the French colony of Saint Domingue was the wealthiest and most
flourishing of the Caribbean slave colonies, its economy based on the forced
labor of more than half a million black slaves raided from their African
homelands.  The revolt of this underclass in 1791—the only successful slave
rebellion in history—gained the slaves their freedom and set in motion the
colony's struggle for independence as the black republic of Haiti.

In this pioneering study, Carolyn E. Fick argues that the repressed and
uneducated slaves were the principal architects both of their own freedom and of
the successful movement toward national independence.  Fick identifies
"marronage," the act of being a fugitive slave,  as a basic unit of slave resistance
from which the revolution grew and shows how autonomous forms of popular
slave participation were as important to the success of the rebellion as the
leadership of men like Toussaint Louverture, Henri Christophe, and Dessalines.
Using contemporary manuscripts and previously untapped archival sources, the
author depicts the slaves, their aspirations, and their popular leaders and explains
how they organized their rebellion.

Fick places the Saint Domingue rebellion in relation to the larger revolutionary
movements of the era, provides background on class and caste prior to the
revolution, the workings of the plantation system, the rigors of slave life, and the
profound influence of voodoo.  By examining the rebellion and the conditions
that led to it from the perspective of the slaves it liberated, she revises the history
of Haiti.

Carolyn Fick is currently a Canada Research Fellow at Concordia University in
Montreal.
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In 1789 the French colony of Saint Domingue was the wealthiest and most flourishing of the Caribbean slave
colonies, its economy based on the forced labor of more than half a million black slaves raided from their
African homelands.  The revolt of this underclass in 1791—the only successful slave rebellion in
history—gained the slaves their freedom and set in motion the colony's struggle for independence as the
black republic of Haiti.

In this pioneering study, Carolyn E. Fick argues that the repressed and uneducated slaves were the principal
architects both of their own freedom and of the successful movement toward national independence.  Fick
identifies "marronage," the act of being a fugitive slave,  as a basic unit of slave resistance from which the
revolution grew and shows how autonomous forms of popular slave participation were as important to the
success of the rebellion as the leadership of men like Toussaint Louverture, Henri Christophe, and
Dessalines. Using contemporary manuscripts and previously untapped archival sources, the author depicts
the slaves, their aspirations, and their popular leaders and explains how they organized their rebellion.

Fick places the Saint Domingue rebellion in relation to the larger revolutionary movements of the era,
provides background on class and caste prior to the revolution, the workings of the plantation system, the
rigors of slave life, and the profound influence of voodoo.  By examining the rebellion and the conditions
that led to it from the perspective of the slaves it liberated, she revises the history of Haiti.

Carolyn Fick is currently a Canada Research Fellow at Concordia University in Montreal.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Carolyn Fick is currently a Canada Research Fellow at Concordia University in Montreal.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Michael Battle:

Do you one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
this particular aren't like that. This The Making of Haiti: Saint Domingue Revolution From Below book is
readable simply by you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the information here are arrange for
enjoyable examining experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to provide to
you. The writer involving The Making of Haiti: Saint Domingue Revolution From Below content conveys
the thought easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the
information but it just different in the form of it. So , do you even now thinking The Making of Haiti: Saint
Domingue Revolution From Below is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Fred Howell:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
info. When you read a guide you will get new information since book is one of several ways to share the
information or even their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you actually more imaginative. When
you reading through a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring someone to imagine the story
how the character types do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other people. When
you read this The Making of Haiti: Saint Domingue Revolution From Below, you can tells your family,
friends and soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a guide.

Michele Stein:

The book with title The Making of Haiti: Saint Domingue Revolution From Below contains a lot of
information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This book exist new expertise
the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to
yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you in new era of the the
positive effect. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.



William Stewart:

Reading a book for being new life style in this season; every people loves to study a book. When you read a
book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, because book
has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you have
read. If you need to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you act like
you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, as well as soon.
The The Making of Haiti: Saint Domingue Revolution From Below provide you with new experience in
studying a book.
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