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Dreams always have a price

Will can see his future stretch out before him. It's as clear as the plains that lead
to La Junta and the first-place winnings at the rodeo. He will become a man, a
cowboy with a life of his own. But his twin brother, Denny, follows, bringing
with him the memory of that small white scar. Ahead lies adventure; behind,
responsibility. And on the road between, Will and Denny will travel
together—brothers united by blood.
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal
Starred Review. Grade 5-8–Since the death of their mother seven years earlier, Will, 15, has been responsible
for his disabled twin. His desire to help on his father's ranch, ride off to the rodeo, prove himself as a man,
and escape being his brother's caregiver is the pivot of the plot; the fact that Denny follows him, showing
himself to be just as tenacious and stubborn as Will, drives the plot to another level. The unique bond shared
by the boys is aptly described. Will is repelled by Denny and his needs, but he is also fiercely protective of
him. He does get to the rodeo, and the description of his rides is exciting and realistic, bringing the arena to
life. In the end, Will finally has a chance to talk to his father. Not all problems are resolved, but Nuzum
leaves readers with the hope that both Will and Denny will be able to begin their lives as adults relatively
unhampered by the past. The images of the stark 1940s Colorado countryside suffering from drought, and the
wild animals that populate it, are clearly drawn with poetic turns of phrase. Characters, plot, and theme all
combine to make a compelling story. Although Will is the narrator, readers also hear the voice of Denny
through dialogue and through Will's projections of his brother's thoughts. Nuzum clearly knows her rodeo
and she knows how to evoke a teen's ambivalent feelings toward a disabled sibling. A thoughtful, perceptive
story, beautifully told.–Wendy Smith-D'Arezzo, Loyola College, Baltimore, MD
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist
Gr. 6-9. Since his mother's death, Will's job has been to look after his twin brother, Denny, who has Down
syndrome. Their father's word is law on the ranch, and 15-year-old Will knuckles under as the story begins.
But he soon devises an escape plan that leads toward the rodeo, and beyond, to spending his days as a
cowboy without the responsibility of watching his brother. When Denny follows Will across the plains, that
plan takes an unexpected twist, leading Will to confront the people he loves and hates most and forcing
changes in all their lives. Set in Colorado in 1940, the novel transports readers to a vividly realized setting as
the boys move across the country on horseback and encounter hazards from a poisonous snake to a swollen
river. But external dangers are not the engine driving the plot. Will's frustration, determination, and flashes
of anger give the story its momentum as he struggles to emerge from his childhood and finds no clear path
toward becoming an adult. Part family tale, part adventure, part journey narrative, this coming-of-age story
has an emotional core that will touch even readers who never dreamed of competing in a rodeo. An
unusually fine first novel. Carolyn Phelan
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

About the Author

K. A. Nuzum, the author of A Small White Scar, had an early career as a ballroom dancer before earning her
MFA in writing for children and young adults from Vermont College. She is the leader of a pack of five
dogs, one husband, and two sons on a small farm in eastern Colorado.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

David Hernandez:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? That's

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


why, you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their own spare
time to take a wander, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book eligible A
Small White Scar? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your
time along with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or
you have various other opinion?

Jennifer Games:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. To be sure that
book is very important usually. The book A Small White Scar seemed to be making you to know about other
knowledge and of course you can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The e-book A Small
White Scar is not only giving you much more new information but also being your friend when you really
feel bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship while using
book A Small White Scar. You never feel lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Thomas Stewart:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or details even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era and that is always change and move ahead. Some of you
maybe will probably update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the
problems coming to you actually is you don't know which one you should start with. This A Small White
Scar is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and
want in this era.

Daniel Bailey:

This A Small White Scar are reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The
reason why of this A Small White Scar can be on the list of great books you must have is giving you more
than just simple reading food but feed a person with information that might be will shock your before
knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions in the
e-book and printed versions. Beside that this A Small White Scar forcing you to have an enormous of
experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that could it useful in your day
action. So , let's have it appreciate reading.
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