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A premier leadership scholar and an eighteenth-century expert define the
special contributions and qualifications of our first president

Revolutionary hero, founding president, and first citizen of the young republic,
George Washington was the most illustrious public man of histime, a man whose
image today is the result of the careful grooming of his public personato include
the themes of character, self-sacrifice, and destiny.

As Washington sought to interpret the Constitution's assignment of powers to the
executive branch and to establish precedent for future leaders, he relied on his
key advisers and looked to form consensus as the guiding principle of
government. Hisis alegacy of asuccessful experiment in collective leadership,
great initiatives in establishing a strong executive branch, and the formulation of
innovative and lasting economic and foreign policies. James MacGregor Burns
and Susan Dunn also trace the arc of Washington's increasing dissatisfaction with
public life and the seeds of dissent and political partiesthat, ironically, grew from
his insistence on consensus. In this compelling and balanced biography, Burns
and Dunn give us arich portrait of the man behind the carefully crafted
mythology.
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A premier leader ship scholar and an eighteenth-century expert define the special contributions and
qualifications of our first president

Revolutionary hero, founding president, and first citizen of the young republic, George Washington was the
most illustrious public man of histime, a man whose image today is the result of the careful grooming of his
public personato include the themes of character, self-sacrifice, and destiny.

As Washington sought to interpret the Constitution's assignment of powers to the executive branch and to
establish precedent for future leaders, he relied on his key advisers and looked to form consensus as the
guiding principle of government. Hisis alegacy of a successful experiment in collective leadership, great
initiatives in establishing a strong executive branch, and the formulation of innovative and lasting economic
and foreign policies. James MacGregor Burns and Susan Dunn also trace the arc of Washington'sincreasing
dissatisfaction with public life and the seeds of dissent and political partiesthat, ironically, grew from his
insistence on consensus. In this compelling and balanced biography, Burns and Dunn give us arich portrait
of the man behind the carefully crafted mythology.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

Like other volumes in the American Presidents series, edited by Arthur Schlesinger Jr., this biographical
essay focuses on a handful of themes through which to examine Washington's life before and during his
presidency. The book's first half examines how Washington, "ferociously ambitious' and "fiercely protective
of his own reputation," meticulously crafted his public image, even years before the American Revolution, to
emphasi ze the virtues of self-sacrifice and dignity. While acknowledging the extent to which Washington
craved esteem from others, the authors are basically sympathetic, framing his ambition within the context of
his role in defining the young nation's palitical institutions. In fact, Washington is somewhat invisible during
passages depicting the power struggles among subordinatesin the first administration. This allows Burns (a
Pulitzer winner for Roosevelt: The Soldier of Freedom) and Dunn (also Burns's coauthor on The Three
Roosevelts) to build on the former's theories about "transforming leadership” (which he presented in a book
of that title) and to praise Washington's creation of a collective |eadership, rather than establishing a solitary
ruling authority, as an achievement "never to be surpassed in American presidential history." The authors
also offer afrank appraisal of how Washington inadvertently sowed the seeds of political discord even as he
developed national unity. This compact appraisal won't radically alter anybody's perspective on Washington.
But its points are made briefly without sacrificing substance.

Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist

The excellently crafted American Presidents series, edited by Arthur Schlesinger, continues with atop-notch
biography of Washington. In similar fashion to the other entriesin this series, the authors concern themselves
primarily with their subject as a political animal. According to Burns and Dunn, Washington was not only
the first president but also set an enduring precedent for his successors by meticulously crafting and
promoting his own sterling public image. Though historically viewed as a strong individual leader,
Washington also excelled at forging a consensus among his allies and advisors. Where he failed, perhaps,
was in his misguided endeavor to quash any dissenting points of view--an endeavor that had the contrary
effect of polarizing and strengthening opposing political parties. This scholarly analysis of the inaugural
presidency provides an enlightening new slant on atimeless subject. Margaret Flanagan

Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review
"A remarkable example of narrative and biographical history at its best."

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Anthony Flowers:

Inside other case, little people like to read book George Washington (The American Presidents Series). You
can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Given that we know about how isimportant some
sort of book George Washington (The American Presidents Series). Y ou can add expertise and of course you
can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can recognize everything! From
your country right up until foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple issue until


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801

wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or even searching by internet
device. Itiscaled e-book. Y ou need to use it when you fedl bored to go to the library. Let's learn.

Krystal Wilson:

The book George Washington (The American Presidents Series) can give more knowledge and also the
precise product information about everything you want. Why must we leave the great thing like a book
George Washington (The American Presidents Series)? Some of you have a different opinion about book.
But one aim in which book can give many information for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer
with the book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you can give for each other; you could share al of
these. Book George Washington (The American Presidents Series) has simple shape but the truth is know: it
has great and big function for you. Y ou can seem the enormous world by start and read a publication. Soitis
very wonderful.

ThomasEllis:

The feeling that you get from George Washington (The American Presidents Series) could be the more deep
you searching the information that hide into the words the more you get interested in reading it. It doesn't
mean that this book is hard to recognise but George Washington (The American Presidents Series) giving
you excitement feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in selected way that can be
understood by anyone who read the item because the author of this publication is well-known enough. That
book also makes your vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go together with you,
both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having that George Washington (The
American Presidents Series) instantly.

Jeffrey Channdll:

Exactly why? Because this George Washington (The American Presidents Series) is an unordinary book that
the inside of the book waiting for you to snap that but latter it will jolt you with the secret the ideainside.
Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who write the book in such amazing way makes the content
inside of easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for
you for not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you alot of
rewards than the other book have such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking method. So,
still want to hold up having that book? If | have been you | will go to the reserve store hurriedly.
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