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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
This autobiography, which was originally published in 1972, the year Robinson died, is not about baseball:
it's about the deep commitment that Robinson made to achieve justice for himself and all Americans. He
recalls his years at UCLA, where he became the school's first four-letter athlete and met his future wife,
Rachel. With the advent of WWII he was drafted into the army, became a lieutenant and was court-martialed
for refusing to move to the back of a bus. He was honorably discharged. He played for the Kansas City
Monarchs of the Negro Leagues until he was recruited by Branch Rickey of the Brooklyn Dodgers. In 1947
Robinson broke the color line in the major leagues and suffered terrible abuse for doing so. He discusses his
relationships with the sports figures he admired, like Rickey and teammate Pee Wee Reese, and also recalls
his run-ins with those he did not like, such as Dodger owner Walter O'Malley, who was "viciously
antagonistic," and sportswriter Dick Young, a "racial bigot." Much of the book, written with freelancer
Duckett, focuses on Robinson's political involvements after his career ended in 1956 and his friendships with
such diverse characters as Martin Luther King, Malcolm X, William Buckley and Nelson Rockefeller. The
most wrenching episodes in the book deal with Jackie Jr., who overcame his heroin addiction only to be
killed in an automobile accident at age 24 in 1971. A disturbing and enlightening self-portrait by one of
America's genuine heroes. Photos not seen by PW.
Copyright 1995 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
This book essentially enlarges upon matters Duckett had covered with Robinson in an earlier work,
Breakthrough to the Big League (1965). Included are introductions by Hank Aaron and Cornel West that
provide fresh perspectives on the significance of the legendary star's breaking of major league baseball's
color barrier. With each retelling, it is clear that Robinson's story has become less a baseball story than a
major cultural milestone in the nation's history. As George Will is quoted as saying, it was "one of the great
achievements not only in the annals of sport, but of the human drama anywhere, anytime." Appropriate for
both adult and young adult collections.?William H. Hoffman, Ft. Myers-Lee Cty. P.L., Fla.
Copyright 1995 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
I Never Had It Made is Jackie Robinson's own candid, hard-hitting autobiographical account of what it took
to become the first black man in American history to play in the major leagues. I Never Had It Made recalls
Robinson's early years and influences: his time at UCLA, where he became the school's first four-letter
athlete, his army stint during World War II, when he challenged Jim Crow laws and narrowly escaped court
martial; his years of frustration, on and off the field, with the Negro Leagues; and finally that fateful day
when Branch Rickey of the Brooklyn Dodgers proposed what became known as the "Noble Experiment" --
Robinson would step up to bat to integrate and revolutionize baseball. More than just a baseball story, I
Never Had It Made also reveals the highs and lows of Robinson's life after baseball. He recounts his political
aspirations and civil rights activism; his friendships with Martin Luther King, Jr. , Malcom X, William
Buckley, and Nelson Rockefeller, and his troubled relationship with his son, Jackie, Jr. I Never Had It Made
is an engaging, candid, informative autobiography deserving to be read by a whole new generation to whom
pioneers like Robinson are otherwise merely footnotes in their history books. -- Midwest Book Review



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Frances Heath:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold
on guys that aren't like that. This I Never Had It Made: The Autobiography of Jackie Robinson book is
readable by simply you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for
enjoyable looking at experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The
writer of I Never Had It Made: The Autobiography of Jackie Robinson content conveys thinking easily to
understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it just
different such as it. So , do you still thinking I Never Had It Made: The Autobiography of Jackie Robinson is
not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Jimmy Borrelli:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside having friends, fun activity together with family
or just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by studying a
book. Ugh, you think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It
fine you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like I Never Had It
Made: The Autobiography of Jackie Robinson which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try out this
book? Let's see.

Theodore Huff:

On this era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more valuable than
other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you must do
is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of several books
in the top listing in your reading list is usually I Never Had It Made: The Autobiography of Jackie Robinson.
This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in turning out to be precious
person. By looking upwards and review this reserve you can get many advantages.

Sara Matthews:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got students? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And also you know
that little person such as reading or as studying become their hobby. You should know that reading is very
important in addition to book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except
your own personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update in relation to something by book. A
substantial number of sorts of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is niagra I Never Had It
Made: The Autobiography of Jackie Robinson.
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