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The Romans depicted the civil law as a body of rules crafted through communal
deliberation for the purpose of self-government. Yet, as Clifford Ando
demonstrates in Law, Language, and Empire in the Roman Tradition, the civil
law was also an instrument of empire: many of its most characteristic features
developed in response to the challenges posed when the legal system of Rome
was deployed to embrace, incorporate, and govern people and cultures far afield.

Ando studies the processes through which lawyers at Rome grappled with the
legal pluralism resulting from imperial conquests. He focuses primarily on the
tools—most prominently analogy and fiction—used to extend the system and
enable it to regulate the lives of persons far from the minds of the original
legislators, and he traces the central place that philosophy of language came to
occupy in Roman legal thought.

In the second part of the book Ando examines the relationship between civil,
public, and international law. Despite the prominence accorded public and
international law in legal theory, it was civil law that provided conceptual
resources to those other fields in the Roman tradition. Ultimately it was the civil
law's implication in systems of domination outside its own narrow sphere that
opened the door to its own subversion. When political turmoil at Rome upended
the institutions of political and legislative authority and effectively ended Roman
democracy, the concepts and language that the civil law supplied to the project of
Republican empire saw their meanings transformed. As a result, forms of
domination once exercised by Romans over others were inscribed in the
workings of law at Rome, henceforth to be exercised by the Romans over
themselves.
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The Romans depicted the civil law as a body of rules crafted through communal deliberation for the purpose
of self-government. Yet, as Clifford Ando demonstrates in Law, Language, and Empire in the Roman
Tradition, the civil law was also an instrument of empire: many of its most characteristic features developed
in response to the challenges posed when the legal system of Rome was deployed to embrace, incorporate,
and govern people and cultures far afield.

Ando studies the processes through which lawyers at Rome grappled with the legal pluralism resulting from
imperial conquests. He focuses primarily on the tools—most prominently analogy and fiction—used to
extend the system and enable it to regulate the lives of persons far from the minds of the original legislators,
and he traces the central place that philosophy of language came to occupy in Roman legal thought.

In the second part of the book Ando examines the relationship between civil, public, and international law.
Despite the prominence accorded public and international law in legal theory, it was civil law that provided
conceptual resources to those other fields in the Roman tradition. Ultimately it was the civil law's implication
in systems of domination outside its own narrow sphere that opened the door to its own subversion. When
political turmoil at Rome upended the institutions of political and legislative authority and effectively ended
Roman democracy, the concepts and language that the civil law supplied to the project of Republican empire
saw their meanings transformed. As a result, forms of domination once exercised by Romans over others
were inscribed in the workings of law at Rome, henceforth to be exercised by the Romans over themselves.
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Editorial Review

Review

"A set of stimulating thought-pieces on five distinct but connected preoccupations concerning ancient civil
and international law, legal culture, and later readings of the Roman legal tradition. . . . As an attempt to
break free of the conventional parameters of discourse on law in antiquity, the book has much to recommend
it."—American Historical Review

About the Author
Clifford Ando is Professor of Classics, History, and Law at the University of Chicago and Research Fellow
in the Department of Classics and World Languages at the University of South Africa. He is author of
Imperial Ideology and Provincial Loyalty in the Roman Empire and The Matter of the Gods.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Martha Robertson:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add
your knowledge by the e-book entitled Law, Language, and Empire in the Roman Tradition (Empire and
After). Try to make book Law, Language, and Empire in the Roman Tradition (Empire and After) as your
close friend. It means that it can to get your friend when you experience alone and beside that course make
you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you much more
confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , let's make new experience and knowledge with
this book.

James Babb:

Book is definitely written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can understand everything you want by
a reserve. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Next to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A guide Law, Language, and Empire in the Roman
Tradition (Empire and After) will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel far more confidence if
you can know about almost everything. But some of you think in which open or reading the book make you
bored. It is not make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or
appropriate book with you?

Cheryl Burnett:

This Law, Language, and Empire in the Roman Tradition (Empire and After) is completely new way for you



who has fascination to look for some information because it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper
you into it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having little digest in reading this
Law, Language, and Empire in the Roman Tradition (Empire and After) can be the light food for you
personally because the information inside this book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books create
itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book web form. People who
think that in guide form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this book is the answer. So there is no in reading a
e-book especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't
miss the idea! Just read this e-book kind for your better life in addition to knowledge.

Jerri Jackson:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This book Law, Language, and Empire in the Roman Tradition
(Empire and After) was vibrant and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Law,
Language, and Empire in the Roman Tradition (Empire and After) has many kinds or style. Start from kids
until teens. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and think that you are the character on
there. So , not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and rest. Try
to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading that.
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