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The Burmese army took political power in Burma in 1962 and has ruled the
country ever since. The persistence of this government?even in the face of long-
term nonviolent opposition led by activist Aung San Suu Kyi, who was awarded
the Nobel Peace Prize in 1991?has puzzled scholars. In a book relevant to current
debates about democratization, Mary P. Callahan seeks to explain the
extraordinary durability of the Burmese military regime. In her view, the origins
of army rule are to be found in the relationship between war and state
formation.Burma's colonial past had seen a large imbalance between the military
and civil sectors. That imbalance was accentuated soon after formal
independence by one of the earliest and most persistent covert Cold War
conflicts, involving CIA-funded Kuomintang incursions across the Burmese
border into the People's Republic of China. Because this raised concerns in
Rangoon about the possibility of a showdown with Communist China, the
Burmese Army received even more autonomy and funding to protect the integrity
of the new nation-state.The military transformed itself during the late 1940s and
the 1950s from a group of anticolonial guerrilla bands into the professional force
that seized power in 1962. The army edged out all other state and social
institutions in the competition for national power. Making Enemies draws upon
Callahan's interviews with former military officers and her archival work in
Burmese libraries and halls of power. Callahan's unparalleled access allows her
to correct existing explanations of Burmese authoritarianism and to supply new
information about the coups of 1958 and 1962.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Nancy Samuel:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your problem; you can
add your knowledge by the publication entitled Making Enemies: War and State Building in Burma. Try to
make the book Making Enemies: War and State Building in Burma as your friend. It means that it can to be
your friend when you sense alone and beside those of course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very
fortuned for you personally. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know
every little thing by the book. So , we should make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Tina Alley:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect with the internet and
the resources within it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each data they get. How people have
to be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Examining a
book can help people out of this uncertainty Information especially this Making Enemies: War and State
Building in Burma book as this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the info in this book
hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

June Ross:

Is it a person who having spare time and then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Making Enemies: War and State Building
in Burma can be the answer, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are and so out of date, spending
your time by reading in this fresh era is common not a geek activity. So what these ebooks have than the
others?

Wesley Binns:

Reserve is one of source of know-how. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen need book to know the upgrade information of year in order to year. As we know
those publications have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the
world. By the book Making Enemies: War and State Building in Burma we can take more advantage. Don't
someone to be creative people? For being creative person must love to read a book. Simply choose the best
book that ideal with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life at this time book Making Enemies:



War and State Building in Burma. You can more pleasing than now.
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