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What happens when the market tries to help the poor? In many parts of the world
today, neoliberal development programs are offering ordinary people the tools of
free enterprise as the means to well-being and empowerment. Schemes to
transform the poor into small-scale entrepreneurs promise them the benefits of
the market and access to the rewards of globalization. Markets of Dispossession
is a theoretically sophisticated and sobering account of the consequences of these
initiatives.

Julia Elyachar studied the efforts of bankers, social scientists, ngo members,
development workers, and state officials to turn the craftsmen and unemployed
youth of Cairo into the vanguard of a new market society based on
microenterprise. She considers these efforts in relation to the alternative notions
of economic success held by craftsmen in Cairo, in which short-term financial
profit is not always highly valued. Through her careful ethnography of workshop
life, Elyachar explains how the traditional market practices of craftsmen are
among the most vibrant modes of market life in Egypt. Long condemned as
backward, these existing market practices have been seized on by social scientists
and development institutions as the raw materials for experiments in “free
market” expansion. Elyachar argues that the new economic value accorded to the
cultural resources and social networks of the poor has fueled a broader process
leading to their economic, social, and cultural dispossession.
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What happens when the market tries to help the poor? In many parts of the world today, neoliberal
development programs are offering ordinary people the tools of free enterprise as the means to well-being
and empowerment. Schemes to transform the poor into small-scale entrepreneurs promise them the benefits
of the market and access to the rewards of globalization. Markets of Dispossession is a theoretically
sophisticated and sobering account of the consequences of these initiatives.

Julia Elyachar studied the efforts of bankers, social scientists, ngo members, development workers, and state
officials to turn the craftsmen and unemployed youth of Cairo into the vanguard of a new market society
based on microenterprise. She considers these efforts in relation to the alternative notions of economic
success held by craftsmen in Cairo, in which short-term financial profit is not always highly valued. Through
her careful ethnography of workshop life, Elyachar explains how the traditional market practices of
craftsmen are among the most vibrant modes of market life in Egypt. Long condemned as backward, these
existing market practices have been seized on by social scientists and development institutions as the raw
materials for experiments in “free market” expansion. Elyachar argues that the new economic value accorded
to the cultural resources and social networks of the poor has fueled a broader process leading to their
economic, social, and cultural dispossession.
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Editorial Review

Review
“Markets of Dispossession is a brilliant study of contemporary forms of market ideology and practice.
Exploring central questions about value and social resources, debt and dispossession, culture and power, it
offers an original and outstanding contribution to the anthropological analysis of the economic.” --Timothy
Mitchell, author of Rule of Experts: Egypt, Techno-Politics, Modernity

"[A] masterful description and sophisticated interpretation of the transformation of the social, cultural, and
political economy of urban Egypt since the early 1990s." --Donald (Abdallah) Cole, American Ethnologist

"Julia Elyachar's ethnography...offers a refreshingly critical and historically situated account of microloans
and the neopopulist ideologies that have swept the international development industry." --Marina Welker

"Markets of Dispossession is an engaging book from the first page. It embodies keen academic analysis with
a humanistic touch." --Heidi Morrison, Digest of Middle East Studies

"[A] hard-hitting, iconoclastic, and deeply engaged work of scholarship." --Jeremy Rayner, European
Journal of Sociology

"Julia Elyachar's superb book arrives at the right moment. . .[A] landmark analysis." --Paul Amar,
International Journal of Middle East Studies

About the Author

Julia Elyachar is Associate Professor of Anthropology, University of California, Irvine.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

John Krumm:

Now a day people who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect with the internet and
the resources inside can be true or not involve people to be aware of each data they get. How a lot more to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Reading through a
book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information specially this Markets of Dispossession: NGOs,
Economic Development, and the State in Cairo (Politics, History, and Culture) book because book offers you
rich data and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it
you probably know this.



Allen Brown:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading behavior give
you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book
which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of guide you
read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education books but if you want experience happy read
one along with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Typically the Markets of Dispossession:
NGOs, Economic Development, and the State in Cairo (Politics, History, and Culture) is kind of guide which
is giving the reader capricious experience.

Pauline Stern:

Beside this kind of Markets of Dispossession: NGOs, Economic Development, and the State in Cairo
(Politics, History, and Culture) in your phone, it might give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or
facts. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh from oven so don't be worry if you feel
like an outdated people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have Markets of Dispossession: NGOs,
Economic Development, and the State in Cairo (Politics, History, and Culture) because this book offers to
your account readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you would not get what it's about. Oh
come on, that would not happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be
questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss this? Find this book along
with read it from currently!

Coleen Isabel:

As a university student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the
library in order to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's
internal or real their interest. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to right
now there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring in addition to
can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for you. As we
know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this Markets of Dispossession: NGOs, Economic Development, and the State in
Cairo (Politics, History, and Culture) can make you feel more interested to read.
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