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This accessible book addresses one of the twenty-first century's most important
issues: the increasing lack of connection between political institutions and the
social reality of our everyday lives. A gulf between popular expectations and
formal politics has widened continually since the revolts against authority of
1968, the Eastern European revolutions of 1989 and the growth of new social
movements. Today, popular disillusion with politics is ubiquitous. Enormous
social transformations on a global scale since the 1970s have produced no
fundamental change in what are considered normal political institutions such as
the state, or in mainstream political ideologies and parties.

This book provides tools to understand the apparent irrelevance of formal
political institutions and practices to social life. In order to enable us to begin to
rethink the relations between politics and society, Michael Drake ably
synthesises the new theoretical developments that social transformations have
produced, including the analysis of power, representation, social identities, social
movements, sovereignty, statehood, globalization, revolution, risk and security.
Ultimately, the book explores the emergent potentialities and problems of this
new politics in a world of continuous transformation, where the parameters of the
political are continuously shifting.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Drake has brought political sociology into the 21st century with this textbook. Essential."
Choice

"Drake calls for a political sociology which will be critical to concepts inherited from modernity, and
responsive to current transformations in politics and society. Drake's research interests in political and
historical sociology, politics and culture, war studies, and collective memory establish a vivid
interdisciplinary ground for this introductory book: the author's broad knowledge of contemporary social
theory, his careful observations of political events, and sociological imagination to link the two are clearly
evident throughout the work."
Ideology and Politics

"This is an essential disciplinary update for all political sociologists and an exciting guide for all lay
observers of politics. Drake offers a fresh look at the world of contemporary politics - itself a contested
territory - at a time of global terrorist threats, mass mobilizations, spot insurgencies, spreading democratic
aspirations and rapidly changing super-power relations."
Jan Pakulski, University of Tasmania

"Political Sociology for a Globalizing World turns away from the standard approaches of the good old days
to engage contemporary social conditions in depth. Drake's focus on present-day political phenomena,
particularly the central themes of sovereignty, citizenship, the state, and globalization, makes this work stand
out as a text."
Howard Winant, University of California, Santa Barbara

"Michael Drake has discarded many of the conventions of introductory textbooks.
Instead he engages the reader in a challenging set of arguments; an invitation to think and to argue. Political
sociology is presented not as a set of perspectives, but as a lively intellectual reflection on key event: May
68, 1989, 9/11."
Alan Scott, University of Innsbruck

From the Back Cover
"This is an essential disciplinary update for all political sociologists and an exciting guide for all lay
observers of politics. Drake offers a fresh look at the world of contemporary politics – itself a contested
territory – at a time of global terrorist threats, mass mobilizations, spot insurgencies, spreading democratic
aspirations and rapidly changing super-power relations."
—Jan Pakulski, University of Tasmania

"Political Sociology for a Globalizing World turns away from the standard approaches of the good old days
to engage contemporary social conditions in depth. Drake's focus on present-day political phenomena,
particularly the central themes of sovereignty, citizenship, the state and globalization, makes this work stand
out as a text."
—Howard Winant, University of California, Santa Barbara

"Michael Drake has discarded many of the conventions of introductory textbooks.
Instead he engages the reader in a challenging set of arguments - an invitation to think and to argue. Political



sociology is presented not as a set of perspectives, but as a lively intellectual reflection on key events: May
68, 1989, 9/11."
—Alan Scott, University of Innsbruck

This accessible book addresses one of the twenty-first century's most important issues: the increasing lack of
connection between political institutions and the social reality of our everyday lives. A gulf between popular
expectations and formal politics has widened continually since the revolts against authority of 1968, the
Eastern European revolutions of 1989 and the growth of new social movements. Today, popular disillusion
with politics is ubiquitous. Enormous social transformations on a global scale since the 1970s have produced
no fundamental change in what are considered normal political institutions, such as the state, or in
mainstream political ideologies and parties.

This book provides tools to understand the apparent irrelevance to social life of formal political institutions
and practices. In order to enable us to begin to rethink the relations between politics and society, Michael
Drake ably synthesizes the new theoretical developments that social transformations have produced, among
them the analysis of power, representation, social identities, social movements, sovereignty, statehood,
globalization, revolution, risk and security. Ultimately, the book explores the emergent potentialities and
problems of this new politics in a world of continuous transformation, where the parameters of the political
are continually shifting.

About the Author
Michael Drake is a Lecturer in Sociology at the University of Hull

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Anne Hernandez:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the publication entitled Political Sociology for a Globalizing World. Try to make book
Political Sociology for a Globalizing World as your good friend. It means that it can being your friend when
you truly feel alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned in
your case. The book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , we
need to make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Steven Cordell:

With other case, little individuals like to read book Political Sociology for a Globalizing World. You can
choose the best book if you love reading a book. So long as we know about how is important a book Political
Sociology for a Globalizing World. You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by the
book. Absolutely right, because from book you can recognize everything! From your country until
eventually foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you are able to
know that. In this era, you can open a book as well as searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You
can utilize it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's learn.



Gay Swiderski:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive now, people
have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice by
means of surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the idea for a while is reading.
Sure, by reading a guide your ability to survive increase then having chance to endure than other is high. In
your case who want to start reading any book, we give you that Political Sociology for a Globalizing World
book as beginning and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Ernestine Biggs:

Political Sociology for a Globalizing World can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. We
recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that could increase your
knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The article
author giving his/her effort that will put every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Political Sociology
for a Globalizing World however doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest and based
confirm resource facts that maybe you can be among it. This great information may drawn you into brand-
new stage of crucial imagining.
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