The Chronology of Water: A Memoir

By Lidia Yuknavitch

Read Online ©

The Chronology of Water: A Memoir By Lidia Y uknavitch

The Chronologyof Water  Lidia Vuknavitch

Thisis not your mother’s memoir. In The Chronology of Water, Lidia

Y uknavitch expertly moves the reader through issues of gender, sexuality,
violence, and the family from the point of view of alifelong swimmer turned
artist. In writing that explores the nature of memoir itself, her story traces the
effect of extreme grief on ayoung woman'’s developing sexuality that some
define as untraditional because of her attraction to both men and women. Her
emergence as awriter evolves at the same time and takes the narrator on a
journey of addiction, self-destruction, and ultimately survival that finally comes
in the shape of love and motherhood.
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Editorial Review

Review

"I'veread Ms. Y uknavitch's book The Chronology of Water, cover to cover, adozen times. | am still reading
it. And I will, most likely, return to it for inspiration and ideas, and out of sheer admiration, for the rest of my
life. The book is extraordinary." —Chuck Palahniuk, Pygmy

"I love this book and | am thankful that Lidia Y uknavitch has written it for me and for everyone else who has
ever had to sometimes kind of work at staying alive. It' s about the body, brain, and soul of a woman who has
managed to scratch up through the slime and concrete and crap of life in order to resurrect herself. The kind
of book Janis Joplin might have written if she had made it through the fire - raw, tough, pure, more full of
love than you thought possible and sometimes even hilarious. Thisisthe book Lidia Y uknavitch was put on
the planet to write for us." —Rebecca Brown, author of The Gifts of the Body

"The Chronology of Water’s central metaphor works beautifully: we all keep our heads above water, ook
around, and enjoy our corporeal life despite al the reasons not to; beyond that, the book isimmensely
impressive to me on a human level: the narrator/speaker/protagonist/author emerges from a seriously hellish
childhood and spooky adolescence into a middle age not of bliss, certainly, but of convincing engagement
and satisfaction." —David Shields, author of Reality Hunger: A Manifesto

"Thisintensely powerful memoir touches depths yet unheard of in contemporary writing. | read it at one
sitting and wondered for days after about love, time, and truth. Can't get me any more excited than this."
—Andrei Codrescu, author of The Poetry Lesson

"Flooded with light and incandescent beauty, Lidia Y uknavitch's The Chronology of Water cuts through the
heart of the reader. These fierce life stories gleam, fiery images passing just beneath the surface of the pages.
You will feel rage, fear, release, and joy, and you will not be able to stop reading this deeply brave and
human voice." —Diana Abu-Jaber, Origin: A Novel

"Lidia Y uknavitch's memoir The Chronology of Water is a brutal beauty bomb and atrue love song. Rich
with story, alive with emotion, both merciful and utterly merciless, | am forever altered by every stunning
page. Thisisthe book I’m going to pressinto everyone's hands for years to come. Thisis the book I've been
waiting to read all of my life." —Cheryl Strayed, author of Wild

Thisisn't amemoir ‘about’ addiction, abuse, or love: it's atriumphantly unrelenting look at alife buoyed by
the power of the written word.

PUBLISHERSWEEKLY

21’ m also convinced that this bold and highly unconventional book — hat, gritty, unrelenting in its push to
dismantle the self and then, somehow, put the self back together again — gets not just under areader’s skin
but seeps all the way into her bloodstream.



DEBRA GWARTNEY, THE OREGONIAN

Chosen as one of the 100 Great Nonfiction Books must-read works of narrative nonfiction and journalism.

THE ELECTRIC TYPEWRITER

Simply stated: Sheisimportant. Read. Her. Now.

MARGARET ELYSIA GARCIA, THE PLUMAS WEEKLY

Y uknavitch can write areally hot sex scene. It’'s super sexy, and it’s never cheesy or over-the-top or too
tame. It's perfect...Y uknavitch’s memoir is one of the best books I’ ve ever read.

CASEY REVIEWS, THE LESBRARY

| find Y uknavitch’ s frankness about the emotional and physical experience of being awoman (in sex, in
athletic competition, in childbirth) surprising. Not because it offends my sensibilities, but because it affirms
them.

DANIELLE DEULEN, ESSAY DAILY

The Chronology of Water... has lately achieved cult status. Lidia Y uknavitch...imparts avisceral power to
the experience of lust, a power unmatched in any recent account | can think of.

CLAIRE DEDERER, THE ATLANTIC

Lidia Y uknavitch is my favorite new writer...It's so genius I’ m not quite sure how shedid it. Thetoneisa
combination of high and low, with some of the writing literary and metaphorical, some conversational and
shock-jockey, all of it fueled by rage and pain and love and art and transformation.

VALERIE STIVERSISAKOVA, HUFFINGTON POST

Thisisn't for everyone. Some will read and be exasperated or disgusted or disbelieving. | get that. | get that
chaos and promiscuity and addiction are ugly, messy, and life is too short to waste reading about someone
else’' stragedy and self-destructive behavior. But something about this story—the goddamn gorgeous
language, the raw power of its brutality—gave me so much comfort and solace. In Y uknavitch’s word
embrace, | felt the magic of self-acceptance and self-love, and the crazy-wonderful beauty of life.

JULIE CHRISTINE JOHNSON, CHALK THE SUN



Y uknavitch has emerged as atrailblazing literary voice that spans genres and dives deep into themes of
gender, sexuality, art, violence, and transcendence. Her work is arefreshing alternative to the hero’s journey,
offering instead what she calls the “misfit’sjourney.”

SULEIKA JAOUARD, LENNY

[The Chronology of Water] is about rage, ecstasy, abuse, appetite, bad decisions and grace. It is one of the
most full-throated depictions of being awoman | have ever read.

SARAH HEPOLA
Author of Blackout: Remembering the Things | Drank to Forget

From the Inside Flap

INTRODUCTION BY CHELSEA CAIN:: Thisisnot your mother’s memoir. In The Chronology of Water,
Lidia Y uknavitch expertly moves the reader through issues of gender, sexuality, violence, and the family
from the point of view of alifelong swimmer turned artist. In writing that explores the nature of memoir
itself, her story traces the effect of extreme grief on a young woman's developing sexuality that some define
as untraditional because of her attraction to both men and women. Her emergence as awriter evolves at the
same time and takes the narrator on ajourney of addiction, self-destruction, and ultimately survival that
finally comes in the shape of love and motherhood.

I've read Ms. Y uknavitch's book The Chronology of Water, cover to cover, adozen times. | am still reading
it. And I will, most likely, return to it for inspiration and ideas, and out of sheer admiration, for the rest of my
life. The book is extraordinary. Chuck Palahniuk, Pygmy

I love this book and | am thankful that Lidia Y uknavitch has written it for me and for everyone else who has
ever had to sometimes kind of work at staying alive. It's about the body, brain, and soul of awoman who has
managed to scratch up through the slime and concrete and crap of lifein order to resurrect herself. The kind
of book Janis Joplin might have written if she had made it through the fire - raw, tough, pure, more full of
love than you thought possible and sometimes even hilarious. Thisisthe book Lidia Y uknavitch was put on
the planet to write for us. Rebecca Brown, author of The Gifts of the Body

The Chronology of Water’'s central metaphor works beautifully: we all keep our heads above water, ook
around, and enjoy our corporeal life despite al the reasons not to; beyond that, the book isimmensely
impressive to me on a human level: the narrator/speaker/protagonist/author emerges from a seriously hellish
childhood and spooky adolescence into a middle age not of bliss, certainly, but of convincing engagement
and satisfaction. David Shields, author of Reality Hunger: A Manifesto

Thisintensely powerful memoir touches depths yet unheard of in contemporary writing. | read it at one
sitting and wondered for days after about love, time, and truth. Can't get me any more excited than this."
Andrei Codrescu, author of The Poetry Lesson

Flooded with light and incandescent beauty, Lidia Y uknavitch's The Chronology of Water cuts through the
heart of the reader. These fierce life stories gleam, fiery images passing just beneath the surface of the pages.



You will feel rage, fear, release, and joy, and you will not be able to stop reading this deeply brave and
human voice. Diana Abu-Jaber, Origin: A Novel

Lidia Y uknavitch’s memoir The Chronology of Water is abrutal beauty bomb and atrue love song. Rich
with story, alive with emotion, both merciful and utterly merciless, | am forever altered by every stunning
page. Thisisthe book I’'m going to pressinto everyone's hands for years to come. Thisis the book I've been
waiting to read all of my life. Cheryl Strayed, author of Wild

From the Back Cover

I've read Ms. Y uknavitch's book The Chronology of Water, cover to cover, adozen times. | am still reading
it. And | will, most likely, return to it for inspiration and ideas, and out of sheer admiration, for the rest of my
life. The book is extraordinary. Chuck Palahniuk, Pygmy

| lovethisbook and | am thankful that Lidia Y uknavitch has written it for me and for everyone else who has
ever had to sometimes kind of work at staying alive. It s about the body, brain, and soul of awoman who has
managed to scratch up through the slime and concrete and crap of lifein order to resurrect herself. The kind
of book Janis Joplin might have written if she had made it through the fire - raw, tough, pure, more full of
love than you thought possible and sometimes even hilarious. Thisisthe book Lidia Y uknavitch was put on
the planet to write for us. Rebecca Brown, author of The Gifts of the Body

The Chronology of Water s central metaphor works beautifully: we all keep our heads above water, ook
around, and enjoy our corporeal life despite al the reasons not to; beyond that, the book isimmensely
impressive to me on a human level: the narrator/speaker/protagonist/author emerges from a seriously hellish
childhood and spooky adolescence into a middle age not of bliss, certainly, but of convincing engagement
and satisfaction. David Shields, author of Reality Hunger: A Manifesto

Thisintensely powerful memoir touches depths yet unheard of in contemporary writing. | read it at one
sitting and wondered for days after about love, time, and truth. Can't get me any more excited than this."
Andrei Codrescu, author of The Poetry Lesson

Flooded with light and incandescent beauty, Lidia Y uknavitch's The Chronology of Water cuts through the
heart of the reader. These fierce life stories gleam, fiery images passing just beneath the surface of the pages.
You will feel rage, fear, release, and joy, and you will not be able to stop reading this deeply brave and
human voice. Diana Abu-Jaber, Origin: A Novel

Lidia Y uknavitch s memoir The Chronology of Water is abrutal beauty bomb and atrue love song. Rich
with story, alive with emotion, both merciful and utterly merciless, | am forever altered by every stunning
page. Thisisthe book | m going to pressinto everyone s hands for years to come. Thisis the book I've been
waiting to read al of my life. Cheryl Strayed, author of Wild"

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Brian Rankins:;

Book iswritten, printed, or outlined for everything. Y ou can learn everything you want by a book. Baok has
adifferent type. To be sure that book isimportant matter to bring us around the world. Close to that you can
your reading skill was fluently. A publication The Chronology of Water: A Memoir will make you to end up
being smarter. Y ou can feel far more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think
that will open or reading the book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they could be thought like
that? Have you seeking best book or ideal book with you?



Harold Bunch:

The book The Chronology of Water: A Memoir will bring someone to the new experience of reading the
book. The author style to describe the ideais very unique. When you try to find new book to see, this book
very suited to you. The book The Chronology of Water: A Memoir is much recommended to you to see. You
can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Thomas Burke:

The Chronology of Water: A Memoir can be one of your starter books that are good idea. All of us
recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary which could increase your
knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The author
giving higher effort to put every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing The Chronology of Water: A
Memoir nevertheless doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm
resource data that maybe you can be among it. This great information may drawn you into fresh stage of
crucia contemplating.

Suk Barry:

Isit you who having spare time after that spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or just
telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Chronology of Water: A Memoir can be the
reply, oh how comes? The new book you know. Y ou are so out of date, spending your free time by reading
in this brand-new eraiis common not a geek activity. So what these books have than the others?
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