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Based on primary sources, many of which have never been published or
examined in detail, this book examines the music of the |late seventeenth-century
composers, Biber, Schmeltzer and Muffat, and the compositions preserved in the
extensive Moravian archives in Kromeriz. These works have never before been
fully examined in the cultural and conceptual contexts of their time. Charles E.
Brewer sets these composers and their music within a framework that first
examines the basic Barogue concepts of instrumenta style, and then provides a
context for the specific works. The dances of Schmeltzer, for example,
functioned both as incidental music in Viennese operas and as music for
elaborate court pantomimes and balls. These same cultural practices aso account
for some of Biber's most programmatic music, which accompanied similar
entertainments in Kromeriz and Salzburg. The many sonatas by these composers
have also been misunderstood by not being placed in a context where it was
normal to be entertained in church and edified in court.

Many of the works discussed here remain unpublished but have, in recent years,
been recorded. This book enhances our understanding and appreciation of these
recordings by providing an analysis of the context in which the works were first
performed.
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Based on primary sources, many of which have never been published or examined in detail, this book
examines the music of the late seventeenth-century composers, Biber, Schmeltzer and Muffat, and the
compositions preserved in the extensive Moravian archives in Kromeriz. These works have never before
been fully examined in the cultural and conceptual contexts of their time. Charles E. Brewer sets these
composers and their music within aframework that first examines the basic Barogque concepts of
instrumental style, and then provides a context for the specific works. The dances of Schmeltzer, for
example, functioned both asincidental music in Viennese operas and as music for elaborate court
pantomimes and balls. These same cultural practices also account for some of Biber's most programmatic
music, which accompanied similar entertainmentsin Kromeriz and Salzburg. The many sonatas by these
composers have also been misunderstood by not being placed in a context where it was normal to be
entertained in church and edified in court.

Many of the works discussed here remain unpublished but have, in recent years, been recorded. This book
enhances our understanding and appreciation of these recordings by providing an analysis of the context in
which the works were first performed.
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Editorial Review

Review

'‘Brewer bases his exhaustive, scholarly and highly readable and illuminating analyses of the work of these
three composers and their contemporaries on stylistic considerations.’ Classical Net ‘Most performers of the
repertoire aluded to in the book's title should read it. ... a valuable contribution to our knowledge and
understanding of 17th-century Austro-German music...' Early Music Review 'Charles E. Brewer's book is a
seminal work about instrumental music of the 17th century in the parts of Europe under Habsburg rule,
which Manfred F. Bukofzer mentions only tangentially in his splendid monograph. Even if the reader will
not necessarily agree completely with certain opinions, the quantity of knowledge and context compiled in
the book isimposing and valuable. No researcher dealing with music of the 17th century will be able to
ignore Brewer's book.' Hudebni veda

About the Author

Charles E. Brewer is Associate Professor of Musicology at The College of Music of The Florida State
University and Director of the Early Music Ensembles. His research interests have focused on the broader
guestions of music and culture both during the Middle Ages and Barogue period. Beginning with his
dissertation on the music of medieval Poland, much of his published work has been focused on the early
music of Central and East Central Europe. He has worked in many of the archives and librariesin the Czech
Republic, Hungary, Poland, and Slovakia with the support of the Fulbright-Hays Commission, the
International Research and Exchanges Board, the Martha Baird Rockefeller Fund for Music, and the
National Endowment for the Humanities. He is a'so an avid performer on early keyboard instruments and is
currently editing a number of unpublished sonatas by C.P.E. Bach.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Alberto Meyer:

Now aday those who Living in the erawherever everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each facts they get. How individuals to
be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Studying a book can
help individuals out of this uncertainty Information especialy this The Instrumental Music of Schmeltzer,
Biber, Muffat and their Contemporaries book because this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of
course the information in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Susie Vadnais:

The knowledge that you get from The Instrumental Music of Schmeltzer, Biber, Muffat and their
Contemporaries is the more deep you rooting the information that hide inside words the more you get
considering reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to be aware of but The Instrumental Music of
Schmeltzer, Biber, Muffat and their Contemporaries giving you joy feeling of reading. The author conveys
their point in specific way that can be understood by anyone who read that because the author of this
publication is well-known enough. That book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. So it is easy



to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you
for having this specific The Instrumental Music of Schmeltzer, Biber, Muffat and their Contemporaries
instantly.

James Murray:

The publication untitled The Instrumental Music of Schmeltzer, Biber, Muffat and their Contemporariesis
the book that recommended to you to see. Y ou can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to
anyone. The language that article author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article
author was did alot of research when write the book, and so the information that they share to your account
is absolutely accurate. Y ou also will get the e-book of The Instrumental Music of Schmeltzer, Biber, Muffat
and their Contemporaries from the publisher to make you far more enjoy freetime.

Jerry Bell:

Aswe know that book is very important thing to add our know-how for everything. By areserve we can
know everything we really wish for. A book is arange of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet.
Every year seemed to be exactly added. This book The Instrumental Music of Schmeltzer, Biber, Muffat and
their Contemporaries was filled with regards to science. Spend your extratime to add your knowledge about
your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading any book. If you
know how big selling point of abook, you can feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern eralike right now,
many ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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