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A gripping exploration of the fall of Constantinople and its connection to the
world we live in today.

The fall of Constantinople in 1453 signaled a shift in history and the end of the
Byzantium Empire. Roger Crowley's readable and comprehensive account of the
battle between Mehmet II, sultan of the Ottoman Empire, and Constantine XI, the
57th emperor of Byzantium, illuminates the period in history that was a precursor
to the current conflict between the West and the Middle East.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
On May 29, 1453, Ottoman forces, under the leadership of Mehmet II, concluded their long and bloody siege
of Constantinople by storming the city and overtaking it. According to Crowley, who works in publishing in
England;the Ottoman conquest of the city brought to an end centuries of conflict between the Byzantine
Empire and Islam. In overwhelming detail and colorless prose, Crowley chronicles the story of an ancient
city and its attraction to members of two major religions. Before Mehmet's conquest, Constantinople had
faced various unsuccessful sieges, and Crowley faithfully records them. The most destructive events came
between 1341 and 1371, when earthquakes and the Black Death devastated the city, turning it into a forlorn
series of villages. Although the Byzantine capital recovered enough of its former glory to entice Mehmet to
its walls, even he felt tremendous disappointment, finding the city didn't live up to its reputation. Crowley
drones through the day-by-day events of Mehmet's siege and the results of the conquest. Perhaps the author's
most instructive point, made by others as well, is that Mehmet turned the city into one where religious
toleration and multiculturalism flourished. (Aug. 10)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

Review
"Crowley's fascinating account...reads more likely lively fiction...The characters, led by Mohammed II, the
young leader of the Ottoman Turks, and Constantine XI, the wearying 57th emperor of a weakening
Byzantium, are drawn in great detail from historical source material to bring them to life on the page."

About the Author
Roger Crowley was born in England and studied English at Cambridge University. After university, he
taught English in Istanbul where he developed his interest in the city and its history. He has traveled widely
throughout Turkey, including three journeys on foot across Western Anatolia, and has a working knowledge
of Turkish. For the past fifteen years he has worked as a successful educational publisher for Nelson Thornes
in Cheltenham, England.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Verna Smith:

The book 1453: The Holy War for Constantinople and the Clash of Islam and the West can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the great thing like a
book 1453: The Holy War for Constantinople and the Clash of Islam and the West? Some of you have a
different opinion about book. But one aim this book can give many data for us. It is absolutely appropriate.
Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you may give for
each other; you could share all of these. Book 1453: The Holy War for Constantinople and the Clash of
Islam and the West has simple shape but you know: it has great and big function for you. You can appear the
enormous world by open and read a book. So it is very wonderful.



Robert King:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or
all their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic
within the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to
fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book might be option to fill your cost-free time/
holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to
attempt look for book, may be the e-book untitled 1453: The Holy War for Constantinople and the Clash of
Islam and the West can be good book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Rosalind Bowlin:

This 1453: The Holy War for Constantinople and the Clash of Islam and the West is brand-new way for you
who has fascination to look for some information given it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper
you in it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having small amount of digest in reading
this 1453: The Holy War for Constantinople and the Clash of Islam and the West can be the light food to suit
your needs because the information inside that book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books build
itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book type. People who think that
in publication form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there is not any in
reading a guide especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't
miss that! Just read this e-book sort for your better life along with knowledge.

Deanna Marcantel:

A lot of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half parts of the book. You can choose typically the book 1453: The Holy War for Constantinople
and the Clash of Islam and the West to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your own skill of
reading talent is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to see it
and mingle the sensation about book and studying especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to start a
book and learn it. Beside that the book 1453: The Holy War for Constantinople and the Clash of Islam and
the West can to be your new friend when you're experience alone and confuse using what must you're doing
of their time.
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