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Style — the distinctive manner of presentation, construction, and execution in
any art — isatopic of primary importance in music history. This highly regarded
text by noted musicologist Richard Crocker (University of California, Berkeley)
takes a much-needed fresh look at the subject and attempts to reshape some basic
ideas in the light of modern research. Seeking the reasons for stylistic change
within the history of styleitself (rather than in the history of men or of ideas),
this enlightening account shows how music, growing out of its own past, has
shaped its own devel opment.

Professor Crocker's exceptionally clear and systematic presentation enables
students to easily follow the evolution of Western musica style from Gregorian
Chant (ca. 750) to the atonal music of the mid-20th century. The book stresses
the continuity of basic musical principles over long periods of history, while it
exploresin detail moments of high stylistic achievement and the composers who
exemplified them.

Drawing of the earliest written records, Crocker begins his description and
analysis of Western music's changing style with adiscussion of Frankish
Gregorian Chant, laudes and melismas, and polyphony — the leading medium of
musical development after 1150. The author traces the progression of new
polyphonic forms from the Parisian motet of the 13th and 14th centuries through
Italian song forms to the Franco-Flemish style of the 15th and 16th centuries.
This sweeping survey then documents the emergence of the Classic Style after
1550, embodied in the music of such composers as Palestrina and Byrd, moves
through new ltalian dramatic styles (1600—1650) and on to the harmonic and
polyphonic contributions of the 17th- and 18th-century masters.

With perception and insight, Crocker traces the creation of the German
symphonic style, epitomized in the works of Mozart, Beethoven, and Brahms,
and deals with the parallel development of operatic style. An illuminating
examination of new styles after 1900, including the serial music of Schoenberg,
Webern, and Berg, concludes this exhaustive study.

Over 140 music examples complement Crocker's lucid text, and lists of Selected
Study Materials for each chapter are given at the back of the book. Thiswork
will be welcomed by music students at all levels, music scholars, and the
interested layman as well.
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Style — the distinctive manner of presentation, construction, and execution in any art — is atopic of
primary importance in music history. This highly regarded text by noted musicologist Richard Crocker
(University of California, Berkeley) takes a much-needed fresh look at the subject and attempts to reshape
some basic ideas in the light of modern research. Seeking the reasons for stylistic change within the history
of styleitself (rather than in the history of men or of ideas), this enlightening account shows how music,
growing out of its own past, has shaped its own devel opment.

Professor Crocker's exceptionally clear and systematic presentation enables students to easily follow the
evolution of Western musical style from Gregorian Chant (ca. 750) to the atonal music of the mid-20th
century. The book stresses the continuity of basic musical principles over long periods of history, whileit
explores in detail moments of high stylistic achievement and the composers who exemplified them.
Drawing of the earliest written records, Crocker begins his description and analysis of Western music's
changing style with a discussion of Frankish Gregorian Chant, laudes and melismas, and polyphony — the
leading medium of musical development after 1150. The author traces the progression of new polyphonic
forms from the Parisian motet of the 13th and 14th centuries through Italian song forms to the Franco-
Flemish style of the 15th and 16th centuries. This sweeping survey then documents the emergence of the
Classic Style after 1550, embodied in the music of such composers as Palestrina and Byrd, moves through
new Italian dramatic styles (1600-1650) and on to the harmonic and polyphonic contributions of the 17th-
and 18th-century masters.

With perception and insight, Crocker traces the creation of the German symphonic style, epitomized in the
works of Mozart, Beethoven, and Brahms, and deals with the parallel development of operatic style. An
illuminating examination of new styles after 1900, including the serial music of Schoenberg, Webern, and
Berg, concludes this exhaustive study.

Over 140 music examples complement Crocker's lucid text, and lists of Selected Study Materials for each
chapter are given at the back of the book. Thiswork will be welcomed by music students at all levels, music
scholars, and the interested layman as well.
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Editorial Review
About the Author

A noted musicologist from the University of Berkeley, Richard L. Crocker was the author of nearly a dozen
books on music history and musicology.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Junior Price:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have alot more or little spare time? Y ep, you
can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a wander,
shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or maybe read a book allowed A History of Musical
Style (Dover Books on Music)? Maybe it isto become best activity for you. Y ou know beside you can spend
your time using your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you
have some other opinion?

Michael Earl:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also be alife style. This reading practice give
you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the
book thisimprove your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of e-book you
read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want really feel
happy read one having theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The actual A History of Musical Style
(Dover Books on Music) iskind of book which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Eugene Brown:

The actual book A History of Musical Style (Dover Books on Music) has alot details on it. So when you
read this book you can get alot of help. The book was written by the very famous author. Tom makes some
research previous to write this book. This book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after
perusing this book.

Keith Reese:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book especially book entitled A
History of Musical Style (Dover Books on Music) your head will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in every aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging each
word written in areserve then become one application form conclusion and explanation that maybe you



never get just before. The A History of Musical Style (Dover Books on Music) giving you one more
experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful data for your better life within this
era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern thisis your body and mind will likely be pleased when
you are finished looking at it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time
activity?
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