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This volume introduces the field of child language development studies, and
presents hypotheses in an accessible, largely non-technical language, aiming to
demonstrate the relationship between these hypotheses and interpretations of
data. It makes the assumption that having a theory of language development is as
important as having reliable data about what children say and understand, and it
advocates a combination of both `rationalist' and more 'empiricist' traditions. In
fact, the author overtly argues that different traditions provide different pieces of
the picture, and that taking any single approach is unlikely to lead to productive
understanding.

Susan Foster-Cohen explores a range of issues, including the nature of
prelinguistic communication and its possible relationship to linguistic
development; early stages of language development and how they can be viewed
in the light of later developments; the nature and role of children's experience
with the language(s) around them; variations in language development due to
both pathological and non-pathological differences between children, and (in the
latter case) between the languages they learn; later oral language development;
and literacy. The approach is distinctly psycholinguistic and linguistic rather than
sociolinguistic, although there is significant treatment of issues which intersect
with more sociolinguistic concerns (e.g. literacy, language play, and
bilingualism). There are exercises and discussion questions throughout, designed
to reinforce the ideas being presented, as well as to offer the student the
opportunity to think beyond the text to ideas at the cutting edge of research.

The accessible presentation of key issues will appeal to the intended
undergraduate readership, and will be of interest to those taking courses in
language development, linguistics, developmental psychology, educational
linguistics, and speech pathology. The book will also serve as a useful
introduction to students wishing to pursue post-graduate courses which deal with
child language development.
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Editorial Review

From the Back Cover

Learning about language
General Editors:
Geoffrey Leech and Mick Short (Lancaster University)
This volume introduces the field of child language development studies, and presents hypotheses in an
accessible, largely non-technical language, aiming to demonstrate the relationship between these hypotheses
and interpretations of data. It makes the assumption that having a theory of language development is as
important as having reliable data about what children say and understand, and it advocates a combination of
both rationalist and more 'empiricist' traditions. In fact, the author overtly argues that different traditions
provide different pieces of the picture, and that taking any single approach is unlikely to lead to productive
understanding.
Susan Foster-Cohen explores a range of issues, including the nature of prelinguistic communication and its
possible relationship to linguistic development; early stages of language development and how they can be
viewed in the light of later developments; the nature and role of children's experience with the language(s)
around them; variations in language development due to both pathological and non-pathological differences
between children, and (in the latter case) between the languages they learn; later oral language development;
and literacy. The approach is distinctly psycholinguistic and linguistic rather than sociolinguistic, although
there is significant treatment of issues which intersect with more sociolinguistic concerns (e.g. literacy,
language play, and bilingualism). There are exercises and discussion questions throughout, designed to
reinforce the ideas being presented, as well as to offer the student the opportunity to think beyond the text to
ideas at the cutting edge of research.
The accessible presentation of key issues will appeal to the intended undergraduate readership, and will be of
interest to those taking courses in language development, linguistics, developmental psychology, educational
linguistics, and speech pathology. The book will also serve as a useful introduction to students wishing to
pursue post-graduate courses which deal with child language development.
Susan H. Foster-Cohen is Head of the Department of English at the University of London, The British
Institute in Paris, France.

About the Author

Susan H. Foster-Cohen is Head of the Department of English at the University of London, The British
Institute in Paris, France.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jennifer Byler:

This An Introduction to Child Language Development (Learning about Language) book is not ordinary book,
you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is actually
information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper you actually
read a lot of information you will get. This particular An Introduction to Child Language Development



(Learning about Language) without we comprehend teach the one who studying it become critical in
contemplating and analyzing. Don't be worry An Introduction to Child Language Development (Learning
about Language) can bring when you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' come to be full
because you can have it with your lovely laptop even cell phone. This An Introduction to Child Language
Development (Learning about Language) having good arrangement in word along with layout, so you will
not feel uninterested in reading.

Carrie Correll:

This book untitled An Introduction to Child Language Development (Learning about Language) to be one of
several books that best seller in this year, here is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of
benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book shop or you can order it by means of
online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, because
you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this guide
from your list.

Laveta Blodgett:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family,
or their particular friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different
to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book is usually option to fill your cost-free time/
holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to
attempt look for book, may be the reserve untitled An Introduction to Child Language Development
(Learning about Language) can be very good book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Patricia McGuire:

On this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more precious than other.
Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you are related is just
spending your time little but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of the books in the top
collection in your reading list is actually An Introduction to Child Language Development (Learning about
Language). This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in becoming
precious person. By looking up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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