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It was a time of bold new technology, historic moments, and international
jousting on the final frontier. But it was also a time of human drama, of moments
less public but no less dramatic in the lives of those who made the golden age of
space flight happen. These are the moments and the lives that Into That Silent
Sea captures, a book that tells the intimate stories of the men and women,
American and Russian, who made the space race their own and gave the era its
compelling character.
 
These pages chronicle a varied and riveting cavalcade of human stories,
including a look at Yuri Gagarin’s harrowing childhood in war-ravaged Russia
and Alan Shepard’s firm purchase on the American dream. It also examines the
controversial career of cosmonaut Valentina Tereshkova, the first woman in
space, and the remarkable struggle and ultimate disappointment of her American
counterparts. It tries to uncover the truth behind the allegations that shadowed
Gus Grissom and Scott Carpenter and then allows the reader to share the heart-
stopping suspense of Alexei Leonov’s near-fatal first space walk. Through
dozens of interviews and access to Russian and American official documents and
family records, the authors bring to life the experiences that shaped the lives of
the first astronauts and cosmonauts and forever changed their world and ours.
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It was a time of bold new technology, historic moments, and international jousting on the final frontier. But it
was also a time of human drama, of moments less public but no less dramatic in the lives of those who made
the golden age of space flight happen. These are the moments and the lives that Into That Silent Sea captures,
a book that tells the intimate stories of the men and women, American and Russian, who made the space race
their own and gave the era its compelling character.
 
These pages chronicle a varied and riveting cavalcade of human stories, including a look at Yuri Gagarin’s
harrowing childhood in war-ravaged Russia and Alan Shepard’s firm purchase on the American dream. It
also examines the controversial career of cosmonaut Valentina Tereshkova, the first woman in space, and the
remarkable struggle and ultimate disappointment of her American counterparts. It tries to uncover the truth
behind the allegations that shadowed Gus Grissom and Scott Carpenter and then allows the reader to share
the heart-stopping suspense of Alexei Leonov’s near-fatal first space walk. Through dozens of interviews
and access to Russian and American official documents and family records, the authors bring to life the
experiences that shaped the lives of the first astronauts and cosmonauts and forever changed their world and
ours.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist
Longer on biography than on technology, this account of the first space farers will appeal to spaceflight
buffs. And in a subject densely populated with memoirs by its principal figures, French and Burgess have
generated new material from their own interviews with some of the pioneering astronauts and cosmonauts. In
addition, the authors incorporate the recollections of nurse Dee O'Hara, who worked with the Mercury
astronauts, and of American aviatrixes involved in a program, little known today, that might have but
ultimately did not produce the first female in space. That accolade more famously went in 1963 to Valentina
Tereshkova, whose upbringing, attraction to aeronautics, life-changing flight, and postflight career represent
the pattern in which the authors present the dozen-plus individuals who structure their text. Tracking the
firsts in space history, like Yuri Gagarin and Alan Shepard, followed by the seconds, such as Gherman Titov
and Virgil Grissom, French and Burgess' history will engage the space-program audience. A sequel is slated
for publication later in 2007, covering the years 1965-69. Gilbert Taylor
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review

“As well as vividly picturing the men, this book also accurately tells the story of the very first women to train
for spaceflight in Russia—and women like me in America who hoped for the same opportunity to reach for
the stars.”—Wally Funk, rocket pilot for Interorbital Systems Corporation
(Wally Funk 2006-04-27)

“Unforgettable days and some unforgettable characters were brought vividly back to me by this truly
wonderful book. They were fun times; they were also incredibly difficult, hard-working, and agonizing
times, watching dear friends launch into space with my heart in my mouth. This book offers a treasure trove
of memories.”—Dee O’Hara, nurse to the astronauts
(Dee O’Hara 2006-04-27)

“French and Burgess’s history will engage the space-program audience.”—Booklist
(Booklist)

“Eminently readable, well-crafted. . . . The merits of this popular history rest in the elegant narrative and the
authors’ thoughtful awareness of the space explorer genre.”—Air & Space Smithsonian
(Martin Collins Air & Space Smithsonian 2007-10-01)

“[Into That Silent Sea] dispenses with distracting technical jargon and nationalistic jingoism to deliver ten
superbly composed, thoughtfully balanced chapters about the astronauts and cosmonauts who flew Mercury
and Vostok/Voskhod missions. . . . Avid readers will revel in the authors’ masterful compilation of these
straight-forward, detailed mini-biographies.”—Air Power History
(Dr. Rick W. Sturdevant Air Power History)

About the Author

Francis French is the former director of events for Sally Ride Science, and the current director of education
at the San Diego Air & Space Museum. Colin Burgess is a former flight service director with

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


Qantas Airways and the author of many books on space flight, including Fallen Astronauts: Heroes Who
Died Reaching for the Moon and Teacher in Space: Christa McAuliffe and the Challenger Legacy, both
available in Bison Books editions. A NASA public affairs officer from 1958 to 1969, Paul Haney was known
widely as NASA’s “voice of mission control.”

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Edgar Hightower:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this all time you only find guide that
need more time to be examine. Into That Silent Sea: Trailblazers of the Space Era, 1961-1965 (Outward
Odyssey: A People's History of Spaceflight) can be your answer as it can be read by you actually who have
those short free time problems.

Christi Shoup:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make anyone
to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information much easier to
share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon. You
will see that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Typically the book that recommended
to your account is Into That Silent Sea: Trailblazers of the Space Era, 1961-1965 (Outward Odyssey: A
People's History of Spaceflight) this e-book consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world
now. This kind of book was represented how do the world has grown up. The language styles that writer
value to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some study when he makes this book.
Here is why this book suited all of you.

Gerald Allen:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our information for everything. By a book we can know
everything we wish. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year seemed to be
exactly added. This reserve Into That Silent Sea: Trailblazers of the Space Era, 1961-1965 (Outward
Odyssey: A People's History of Spaceflight) was filled about science. Spend your time to add your
knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has several feel when they reading a
book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era
like currently, many ways to get book you wanted.

Joshua Stpierre:

As a college student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the
library in order to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just small students that has
reading's spirit or real their hobby. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to



at this time there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and
also can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important to suit
your needs. As we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many
ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this Into That Silent Sea: Trailblazers of the Space Era, 1961-1965
(Outward Odyssey: A People's History of Spaceflight) can make you feel more interested to read.
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