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Twenty-five years after its initial publication, The Making of the Atomic Bomb
remains the definitive history of nuclear weapons and the Manhattan Project.
From the turn-of-the-century discovery of nuclear energy to the dropping of the
first bombs on Japan, Richard Rhodes’s Pulitzer Prize-winning book details the
science, the people, and the socio-political realities that led to the development of
the atomic bomb.

This sweeping account begins in the 19th century, with the discovery of nuclear
fission, and continues to World War Two and the Americans’ race to beat
Hitler’s Nazis. That competition launched the Manhattan Project and the nearly
overnight construction of a vast military-industrial complex that culminated in
the fateful dropping of the first bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki.

Reading like a character-driven suspense novel, the book introduces the players
in this saga of physics, politics, and human psychology—from FDR and Einstein
to the visionary scientists who pioneered quantum theory and the application of
thermonuclear fission, including Planck, Szilard, Bohr, Oppenheimer, Fermi,
Teller, Meitner, von Neumann, and Lawrence.

From nuclear power’s earliest foreshadowing in the work of H.G. Wells to the
bright glare of Trinity at Alamogordo and the arms race of the Cold War, this
dread invention forever changed the course of human history, and The Making of
The Atomic Bomb provides a panoramic backdrop for that story.

Richard Rhodes’s ability to craft compelling biographical portraits is matched
only by his rigorous scholarship. Told in rich human, political, and scientific
detail that any reader can follow, The Making of the Atomic Bomb is a thought-
provoking and masterful work.
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Twenty-five years after its initial publication, The Making of the Atomic Bomb remains the definitive history
of nuclear weapons and the Manhattan Project. From the turn-of-the-century discovery of nuclear energy to
the dropping of the first bombs on Japan, Richard Rhodes’s Pulitzer Prize-winning book details the science,
the people, and the socio-political realities that led to the development of the atomic bomb.

This sweeping account begins in the 19th century, with the discovery of nuclear fission, and continues to
World War Two and the Americans’ race to beat Hitler’s Nazis. That competition launched the Manhattan
Project and the nearly overnight construction of a vast military-industrial complex that culminated in the
fateful dropping of the first bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki.

Reading like a character-driven suspense novel, the book introduces the players in this saga of physics,
politics, and human psychology—from FDR and Einstein to the visionary scientists who pioneered quantum
theory and the application of thermonuclear fission, including Planck, Szilard, Bohr, Oppenheimer, Fermi,
Teller, Meitner, von Neumann, and Lawrence.

From nuclear power’s earliest foreshadowing in the work of H.G. Wells to the bright glare of Trinity at
Alamogordo and the arms race of the Cold War, this dread invention forever changed the course of human
history, and The Making of The Atomic Bomb provides a panoramic backdrop for that story.

Richard Rhodes’s ability to craft compelling biographical portraits is matched only by his rigorous
scholarship. Told in rich human, political, and scientific detail that any reader can follow, The Making of the
Atomic Bomb is a thought-provoking and masterful work.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
Winner of the Pulitzer Prize, the National Book Award, and the National Book Critics Circle Award.

From Publishers Weekly
This winner of the NBCC, NBA and Pulitzer prizes is being published to coincide with the 50th
anniversaries of the bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki and the hardcover publication of Rhodes's new
book, Dark Sun: The Making of the Hydrogen Bomb.
Copyright 1995 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
This is a massive work dealing with the history of the people and the science that preceded and then made
possible the development of the atomic bomb. Heavily biographical, the book provides portraits of the many
players from Szilard and Einstein to Oppenheimer. Rhodes includes detailed explanations of the various
scientific discoveries beginning in the late 19th century which culminated in the Manhattan Project. The
book is heavily documented and includes a 13-page bibliography. This is a definitive work, well written,
with a gripping story. It is not an easy book to read, but it is well worth the effort. BOMC alternate. Hilary D.
Burton, Lawrence Livermore National Lab., Livermore, Cal.
Copyright 1987 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lowell Oliver:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also be a life style. This reading behavior give you lot of
advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the book
which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of guide you
read, if you want send more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want experience happy read
one with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The actual Making of the Atomic Bomb is kind
of publication which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Vincent Mireles:

This Making of the Atomic Bomb is great reserve for you because the content which is full of information
for you who always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal
it info accurately using great organize word or we can state no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are
read it hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences
but tricky core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having Making of the Atomic Bomb in your
hand like obtaining the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no e-
book that offer you world in ten or fifteen small right but this e-book already do that. So , it is good reading
book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt in which?



Linda McGrane:

This Making of the Atomic Bomb is completely new way for you who has interest to look for some
information as it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know
otherwise you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this Making of the Atomic Bomb can be the
light food for you because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get by simply anyone. These
books build itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book form. People who think
that in reserve form make them feel tired even dizzy this guide is the answer. So you cannot find any in
reading a publication especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you. So ,
don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book variety for your better life and knowledge.

Patrick Austin:

Some people said that they feel fed up when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half areas of the book. You can choose often the book Making of the Atomic Bomb to make your
reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading talent is developing when you such as reading. Try
to choose simple book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the idea about book and examining especially.
It is to be first opinion for you to like to wide open a book and examine it. Beside that the reserve Making of
the Atomic Bomb can to be your brand new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse with the
information must you're doing of this time.
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