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Since Russia has re-emerged as a global power, its foreign policies have come
under close scrutiny. In Russia and the West from Alexander to Putin, Andrei P.
Tsygankov identifies honor as the key concept by which Russia's international
relations are determined. He argues that Russia's interests in acquiring power,
security and welfare are filtered through this cultural belief and that different
conceptions of honor provide an organizing framework that produces policies of
cooperation, defensiveness and assertiveness in relation to the West. Using ten
case studies spanning a period from the early nineteenth century to the present
day - including the Holy Alliance, the Triple Entente and the Russia-Georgia war
- Tsygankov's theory suggests that when it perceives its sense of honor to be
recognized, Russia cooperates with the Western nations; without such a
recognition it pursues independent policies either defensively or assertively.
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Editorial Review

Review
"An original analysis of the long sweep of Russian foreign policy over the last two centuries, examined
through the prism of the concept of "honour". The work provides a convincing framework for analysis based
on three modes of Russian behaviour, cooperation, defensiveness and assertiveness. The notion is then
applied in ten cases studies, ranging from the Holy Alliance of 1814-53 to the Russo-Georgian war of 2008,
in which honour is seen to have played a central role in shaping policy and perceptions. Tsygankov offers a
compelling and original analysis of Russia foreign policy that will be essential reading for historians and
political scientists, and above all for scholars of international relations."
Richard Sakwa, University of Kent

"In a sweeping historical analysis, Tsygankov explains major shifts in Russia's willingness to cooperate with
the West in terms of honor. All states have a set of core values that must be defended in order to maintain
national dignity and self-respect, a commitment that explains why states sometimes engage in foolhardy or
wasteful undertakings. Tsygankov brings to bear his considerable expertise without ostentation to write a
simple, yet highly informative analysis of Russian foreign policy. This succinct and elegant book is essential
reading for understanding Russia's foreign policy today."
Deborah Welch Larson, University of California, Los Angeles

"Andrei Tsygankov's work on the role of honor in Russian foreign policy makes a very important
contribution not only to Russian historical studies but also to international relations theory."
Anatol Lieven, Kings College London

"Tsygankov's ambitious study of Russian foreign policy seeks to explain and assess three patterns in Russia's
relations with the West that reappear throughout Russian history-cooperation, defensiveness, and
assertiveness. Following Reus-Smit, Tsygankov argues that states have a moral purpose that drives their
behavior, best captured by the concept of Honor."
Anne Clunan, Journal of Interdisciplinary History

"Tsygankov builds on his previous writing on Russian foreign policy and provides a more expansive and
complete study of the motivations for Russian foreign polity ... it provides valuable insight not only into
Russian foreign policy but also notions of Russian identity"
J. R. Clardie, Choice

"Those who have read Tsygankov's other works will not be disappointed in diving into this theoretically
interesting and information-rich analysis of important elements that have long driven Russian perspectives
and actions...His analyses are as compelling as they are interesting. In sum, this over 300-page volume
provides a tour d'horizon of many of the most important Russian-Western foreign policy initiatives and
interactions of the nineteenth, twentieth, and early twenty-first centuries. The volume is a must-read for those
who desire to understand the Russian foreign policy weltanschauung."
John Pat Willerton, H-Net Reviews

"Tsygankov believes that the Russian sense of honor is the key to understanding the long history of the
country's relations with the West ... Whether Russia cooperates with, defends itself from, or takes the
offensive against the West is determined by Russia's sense of honor, along with the degree of security that



Russians feel, and not by Russia's quest for power or the structure of the international system. Tsygankov
examines this dynamic in different phases of Russian history, from the post-Napoleonic period to today. He
takes international relations theory seriously and places himself squarely in the constructivist camp."
Robert Legvold, Foreign Affairs

"... a clear and distinct argument about why Russia acts in the way that it does and how international
engagement with the Kremlin might be structured to achieve more cooperative outcomes ... This book not
only highlights perhaps the most important driver of contemporary Russian foreign policy, but it also
explains why Russia's controversial stance on issues such as the Syrian conflict, which has isolated it
internationally, continues to be supported by the larger Russian public."
Slavic Review

"Tsygankov's ambitious study of Russian foreign policy seeks to explain and assess three patterns in Russia's
relations with the West that reappear throughout Russian history - cooperation, defensiveness, and
assertiveness. Following Reus-Smit, Tsygankov argues that states have a moral purpose that drives their
behavior, best captured by the concept of honor."
Anne Clunan, Journal of Interdisciplinary History

"[Andrei Tsygankov] reminds us that Russia has for centuries believed in its special role as a great power
with values that are superior to those of Europe, and in this book he sets out to explain the historical
evolution of Russia's foreign policy and its perpetual ambivalence toward cooperating with the West."
Angela Stent, Survival: Global Politics and Strategy

About the Author
Andrei P. Tsygankov is Professor of International Relations and Political Science at San Francisco State
University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Miriam Ellis:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add
your knowledge by the reserve entitled Russia and the West from Alexander to Putin: Honor in International
Relations. Try to make the book Russia and the West from Alexander to Putin: Honor in International
Relations as your pal. It means that it can being your friend when you really feel alone and beside regarding
course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you considerably
more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , we need to make new experience along
with knowledge with this book.

Vincenza Nagel:

In other case, little individuals like to read book Russia and the West from Alexander to Putin: Honor in
International Relations. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Given that we know
about how is important some sort of book Russia and the West from Alexander to Putin: Honor in
International Relations. You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by the book.
Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can learn everything! From your country right up until



foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In
this era, we could open a book as well as searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You can use it
when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's go through.

Sena Meyer:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon.
You will see that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended for your requirements is Russia and the West from Alexander to Putin: Honor in International
Relations this reserve consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. This particular
book was represented how do the world has grown up. The words styles that writer use for explain it is easy
to understand. Often the writer made some study when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book
acceptable all of you.

Pamela Dodge:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book seemed to be
rare? Why so many issue for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading.
Some people likes examining, not only science book but also novel and Russia and the West from Alexander
to Putin: Honor in International Relations or maybe others sources were given understanding for you. After
you know how the good a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science book was created for
teacher or even students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to include their knowledge. In some
other case, beside science guide, any other book likes Russia and the West from Alexander to Putin: Honor
in International Relations to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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