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Shiva, 'the destroyer' among the Hindu trinity (of gods), is depicted in many
contradictory manners. He is an ascetic who wears animal skin, his body smeared
with ashes. Contradictory to his wild nature, he is also depicted as having a
family, with a beautiful wife and two children. There are many more such varied
representations of Shiva, the most prominent of these being the Linga and the
Nataraja. The author, Devdutt Pattanaik, introduces the readers to these varied
aspects and representations, and then sets about interpreting them. He explains
the different anomalies and conflicts in beliefs, things that might puzzle people
who are not familiar with Hindu culture and religious symbolism.

The author has taken up seven aspects of Shiva worship from Hinduism, which
are nothing but seven different forms of Shiva worship. Shiva is worshipped in
many forms, as the Lingeshwara, Kala Bhairava, Sundareshwara, Shankara, and
Nataraja, and the author goes into each form and analyzes what it represents. He
also discusses Shivas two sons, Ganesha and Karthikeya. He goes into the
symbolism behind these forms and provides his interpretation. This book serves
as a nice introduction to Shaivite concepts and explains many stories, both
known and unknown, the symbolism, and rituals and the reasons behind Hindu
worship.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lawrence Weatherby:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the particular
information inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on
what kind of guide you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want
sense happy read one with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Often the Seven Secrets of
Shiva is kind of book which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Lou Whisenhunt:

The reserve untitled Seven Secrets of Shiva is the guide that recommended to you to read. You can see the
quality of the book content that will be shown to a person. The language that writer use to explained their
ideas are easily to understand. The author was did a lot of exploration when write the book, and so the
information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of
Seven Secrets of Shiva from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Eric Green:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try thing that really opposite
from that. 1 activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are
ride on and with addition details. Even you love Seven Secrets of Shiva, you can enjoy both. It is excellent
combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout people.
What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

William Sanchez:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind expertise or
thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book in comparison with can
satisfy your short time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find e-book that need more
time to be learn. Seven Secrets of Shiva can be your answer since it can be read by anyone who have those
short extra time problems.
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