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“Every practice is a mode of thought, already in the act. To dance: a thinking in
movement. To paint: a thinking through color. To perceive in the everyday: a
thinking of the world’s varied ways of affording itself.” —from Thought in the
Act

Combining philosophy and aesthetics, Thought in the Act is a unique exploration
of creative practice as a form of thinking. Challenging the common opposition
between the conceptual and the aesthetic, Erin Manning and Brian Massumi
“think through” a wide range of creative practices in the process of their making,
revealing how thinking and artfulness are intimately, creatively, and inseparably
intertwined. They rediscover this intertwining at the heart of everyday perception
and investigate its potential for new forms of activism at the crossroads of
politics and art.

Emerging from active collaborations, the book analyzes the experiential work of
the architects and conceptual artists Arakawa and Gins, the improvisational
choreographic techniques of William Forsythe, the recent painting practice of
Bracha Ettinger, as well as autistic writers’ self-descriptions of their perceptual
world and the experimental event making of the SenseLab collective. Drawing
from the idiosyncratic vocabularies of each creative practice, and building on the
vocabulary of process philosophy, the book reactivates rather than merely
describes the artistic processes it examines. The result is a thinking-with and a
writing-in-collaboration-with these processes and a demonstration of how
philosophy co-composes with the act in the making. Thought in the Act enacts a
collaborative mode of thinking in the act at the intersection of art, philosophy,
and politics.
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“Every practice is a mode of thought, already in the act. To dance: a thinking in movement. To paint: a
thinking through color. To perceive in the everyday: a thinking of the world’s varied ways of affording
itself.” —from Thought in the Act

Combining philosophy and aesthetics, Thought in the Act is a unique exploration of creative practice as a
form of thinking. Challenging the common opposition between the conceptual and the aesthetic, Erin
Manning and Brian Massumi “think through” a wide range of creative practices in the process of their
making, revealing how thinking and artfulness are intimately, creatively, and inseparably intertwined. They
rediscover this intertwining at the heart of everyday perception and investigate its potential for new forms of
activism at the crossroads of politics and art.

Emerging from active collaborations, the book analyzes the experiential work of the architects and
conceptual artists Arakawa and Gins, the improvisational choreographic techniques of William Forsythe, the
recent painting practice of Bracha Ettinger, as well as autistic writers’ self-descriptions of their perceptual
world and the experimental event making of the SenseLab collective. Drawing from the idiosyncratic
vocabularies of each creative practice, and building on the vocabulary of process philosophy, the book
reactivates rather than merely describes the artistic processes it examines. The result is a thinking-with and a
writing-in-collaboration-with these processes and a demonstration of how philosophy co-composes with the
act in the making. Thought in the Act enacts a collaborative mode of thinking in the act at the intersection of
art, philosophy, and politics.
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Editorial Review

Review

 "Erin Manning and Brian Massumi have written a fascinating and ground-breaking book that deserves wide
attention. An exemplar of how to do theory in an exploratory and process-oriented way." —Jane Bennett,
author of Vibrant Matter: A Political Ecology of Things

About the Author

Erin Manning is University Research Chair in Relational Art and Philosophy in the Faculty of Fine Arts at
Concordia University in Montreal. She is the author of Always More Than One: Individuation’s Dance.

Brian Massumi is professor of communication at the University of Montreal. He is the author, most recently,
of Semblance and Event: Activist Philosophy and the Occurrent Arts.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Terri Wiggins:

As people who live in the modest era should be revise about what going on or details even knowledge to
make these people keep up with the era which can be always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe
will update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know what type you should start with. This Thought in the Act: Passages in the
Ecology of Experience is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves
what you want and need in this era.

Thomas Whitaker:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading routine give you
lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book that
will improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of e-book you
read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want truly feel
happy read one with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The particular Thought in the Act: Passages
in the Ecology of Experience is kind of guide which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Joseph Ortiz:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try matter that really opposite



from that. 1 activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you have
been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Thought in the Act: Passages in the Ecology
of Experience, you are able to enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of
hang-out type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout men. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its
identified as reading friends.

Peggy Gillman:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is published or printed or illustrated from each source this filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media
social such as newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or
just looking for the Thought in the Act: Passages in the Ecology of Experience when you essential it?
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