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At the turn of the century, a time when women had few choices, Bess Steed
Garner inherits a legacy - not only of wealth but of determination and desire,
making her truly a woman of independent means. From the early 1900s through
the 1960s, we accompany Bess as she endures life's trials and triumphs with
unfailing courage and indomitable spirit: the sacrifices love sometimes requires
of the heart, the flaws and rewards of marriage, the often-tested bond between
mother and child, and the will to defy a society that demands conformity. Told in
letters we follow the remarkable life of Bess Steed Garner from her childhood in
1899 to her death in 1977.
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At the turn of the century, a time when women had few choices, Bess Steed Garner inherits a legacy - not
only of wealth but of determination and desire, making her truly a woman of independent means. From the
early 1900s through the 1960s, we accompany Bess as she endures life's trials and triumphs with unfailing
courage and indomitable spirit: the sacrifices love sometimes requires of the heart, the flaws and rewards of
marriage, the often-tested bond between mother and child, and the will to defy a society that demands
conformity. Told in letters we follow the remarkable life of Bess Steed Garner from her childhood in 1899 to
her death in 1977.
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Editorial Review

Review
Thanks to Hailey's splendid mastery of plain English, Bess illuminates the life of others as well as her own in
deft, articulate, cursive strokes that any love of language will find irresistible * LOS ANGELES TIMES *
Bess is so remarkable a character that I seem here to be reviewing not A WOMAN OF INDEPENDENT
MEANS but the woman herself * NEW YORK TIMES * A delightful reading of large, splashy doings in the
small pond of an endearingly lively, bossy, responsible, and much-loving lady * KIRKUS REVIEWS *
Irrestistible ... nothing about it is ordinary * LOS ANGELES TIMES *

From the Inside Flap
A woman coming of age early in the century had few choices... unless she had independent means. Bess
Steed Garner inherits a legacy -- of wealth, determination, and desire. She loves one man with all her heart
only to discover the price of such devotion. She struggles with the flaws of marriage and its irresistible
rewards. She sets out to conquer high society and forces oil-rich Dallas to its knees. But her own daughter
may break her heart... and the man she chooses may rob her of the one thing she prizes the most -- her
manipulating, delightful, bossy, and believable independence. For Bess is a woman of independent means.

From the Back Cover
"A portrait of a woman with all her frailties, strengths, failures and victories combining to prove that living a
life is an accomplishment." -- The Christina Science Monitor.

"Nothing about it is ordinary" -- Los Angeles Times.

"Wonderfully Appealing."-- Publishers Weekly

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Linda Musselwhite:

In other case, little folks like to read book Woman of Independent Means. You can choose the best book if
you love reading a book. Providing we know about how is important some sort of book Woman of
Independent Means. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by the book.
Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can recognize everything! From your country right up until
foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple point until wonderful thing you could know that. In
this era, we can open a book or even searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You should use it
when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's examine.

Robert Bell:

The actual book Woman of Independent Means has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you read this book you
can get a lot of help. The book was written by the very famous author. The author makes some research
before write this book. This particular book very easy to read you can find the point easily after perusing this
book.



Betty Serrano:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this Woman of Independent Means
reserve written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book which can be understand by
anyone who read the book. Written within good manner for you, leaking every ideas and creating skill only
for eliminate your hunger then you still question Woman of Independent Means as good book not simply by
the cover but also from the content. This is one guide that can break don't ascertain book by its handle, so do
you still needing one more sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already said so
why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Betty Dunham:

As a college student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library
in order to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart
or real their hobby. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally
there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and also can't see
colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on
this age, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore , this Woman of Independent Means can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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