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Why does technology change over time, how does it change, and what difference
does it make? In this sweeping, ambitious look at athousand years of Western
experience, Robert Friedel argues that technological change comes largely
through the pursuit of improvement--the deep-rooted belief that things could be
donein abetter way. What Friedel callsthe "culture of improvement" is
manifested every day in the ways people carry out their tasksin life--from tilling
fields and raising children to waging war.Improvements can be ephemeral or
lasting, and one person's improvement may not always be viewed as such by
others. Friedel stresses the socia processes by which we define what
improvements are and decide which improvements will last and which will not.
These processes, he emphasizes, have created both winners and losersin
history.Friedel presents a series of narratives of Western technology that begin in
the eleventh century and stretch into the twenty-first. Familiar figures from the
history of invention are joined by others--the Italian preacher who described the
first eyeglasses, the dairywomen displaced from their control over cheesemaking,
and the little-known engineer who first suggested a grand tower to Gustav Eiffel.
Friedel traces technology from the plow and the printing press to the internal
combustion engine, the transistor, and the space shuttle. Friedel also reminds us
that faith in improvement can sometimes have horrific consequences, as
improved weaponry makes warfare ever more deadly and the drive for improving
human beings can lead to eugenics and even genocide. The most comprehensive
attempt to tell the story of Western technology in many years, engagingly written
and lavishly illustrated, A Culture of Improvement documents the ways in which
the drive for improvement has shaped our modern world.
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Why does technology change over time, how does it change, and what difference doesit make? In this
sweeping, ambitious look at athousand years of Western experience, Robert Friedel argues that
technologica change comes largely through the pursuit of improvement--the deep-rooted belief that things
could be done in a better way. What Friedel calls the "culture of improvement” is manifested every day in the
ways people carry out their tasks in life--from tilling fields and raising children to waging war.lmprovements
can be ephemeral or lasting, and one person’'s improvement may not always be viewed as such by others.
Friedel stresses the socia processes by which we define what improvements are and decide which
improvements will last and which will not. These processes, he emphasizes, have created both winners and
losersin history.Friedel presents a series of narratives of Western technology that begin in the eleventh
century and stretch into the twenty-first. Familiar figures from the history of invention are joined by others--
the Italian preacher who described the first eyeglasses, the dairywomen displaced from their control over
cheesemaking, and the little-known engineer who first suggested a grand tower to Gustav Eiffel. Friedel
traces technology from the plow and the printing press to the internal combustion engine, the transistor, and
the space shuttle. Friedel also reminds us that faith in improvement can sometimes have horrific
consequences, as improved weaponry makes warfare ever more deadly and the drive for improving human
beings can lead to eugenics and even genocide. The most comprehensive attempt to tell the story of Western
technology in many years, engagingly written and lavishly illustrated, A Culture of Improvement documents
the ways in which the drive for improvement has shaped our modern world.
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Editorial Review
Users Review
From reader reviews:
David Butler:

Book isto be different per grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As we know that book is
very important normally. The book A Culture of Improvement: Technology and the Western Millennium
[Paperback] [2010] Robert Friedel had been making you to know about other understanding and of course
you can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The reserve A Culture of Improvement:
Technology and the Western Millennium [Paperback] [2010] Robert Friedel is not only giving you alot
more new information but also being your friend when you really feel bored. Y ou can spend your own spend
time to read your guide. Try to make relationship with al the book A Culture of Improvement: Technology
and the Western Millennium [Paperback] [2010] Robert Friedel. Y ou never experience lose out for
everything in the event you read some books.

Peggy Nunes:

Spent afree the perfect time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic
within the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book might be option to fill
your free of charge time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should
read. If you want to attempt look for book, may be the e-book untitled A Culture of Improvement:
Technology and the Western Millennium [Paperback] [2010] Robert Friedel can be fine book to read. May
beit isusually best activity to you.

M atthew Seifert:

This A Culture of Improvement: Technology and the Western Millennium [Paperback] [2010] Robert Friedel
is great reserve for you because the content which isfull of information for you who all always deal with
world and still have to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it info accurately using great
plan word or we can state no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have
whole detailsinit. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but hard core information with
wonderful delivering sentences. Having A Culture of Improvement: Technology and the Western
Millennium [Paperback] [2010] Robert Friedel in your hand like getting the world in your arm, information
initisnot ridiculous 1. We can say that no publication that offer you world in ten or fifteen tiny right but this
reserve aready do that. So, this can be good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt this?



Gigi Brown:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs. Y ou can get it by world wide web on social media. Y ou can
choose the very best book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by means of searching fromit. Itis
identified as of book A Culture of Improvement: Technology and the Western Millennium [Paperback]
[2010] Robert Friedel. Y ou can add your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it might add
your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about e-book. It
can bring you from one destination to other place.
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