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Alien Woman examines the construction of sex and gender in the four science-
fiction films comprising the Alien saga (starring Sigourney Weaver). The Alien
saga stands alone in presenting an enduring, self-reliant female protagonist,
Ripley, who in the first film ends up as the sole survivor of the beleaguered
starship Nostromo. Subsequent writers and directors in the 1980s and 1990s, | eft
to grapple with this strong female protagonist, reenvision Ripley to for different
social, political, and cultural imperatives for women. Alien Woman focuses on
how these writers and directors have re-written Ripley and how each revision
informs our understanding of women in science fiction. And by examining the
films' creation and commodification of the female hero, the books illustrates how
changing attitudes toward women and the female body help us understand
broader societal beliefs and relationships, and provides a useful lens with which
to understand woman's place in the late 20th century and early 21st century.
Alien Woman will appeal to researchers and teachersin film, mass
communication, women's studies, gender studies and genre studies (particularly
in science fiction and horror).
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Alien Woman examines the construction of sex and gender in the four science-fiction films comprising the
Alien saga (starring Sigourney Weaver). The Alien saga stands alone in presenting an enduring, self-reliant
female protagonist, Ripley, who in the first film ends up as the sole survivor of the beleaguered starship
Nostromo. Subsequent writers and directors in the 1980s and 1990s, left to grapple with this strong female
protagonist, reenvision Ripley to for different social, political, and cultural imperatives for women. Alien
Woman focuses on how these writers and directors have re-written Ripley and how each revision informs
our understanding of women in science fiction. And by examining the films' creation and commodification
of the female hero, the booksillustrates how changing attitudes toward women and the female body help us
understand broader societal beliefs and relationships, and provides a useful lens with which to understand
woman's place in the late 20th century and early 21st century. Alien Woman will appeal to researchers and
teachers in film, mass communication, women's studies, gender studies and genre studies (particularly in
science fiction and horror).
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Editorial Review

Review

"By examining the films' creation and commodification of the female hero, the books illustrates how
changing attitudes toward women and the female body help us understand broader societal beliefs and
relationships, and provides a useful lens with which to understand woman's place in the late 20th century and
early 21st century."" www.aliensconnection.com

“...[a] look between the lines and behind the scenes to dissect Ripley and her place in movie history.”
—Minnesota Daily, mndaily.com, November 3, 2004

“Doing atranstextual analysis of the films, the authors place the films firmly within the cultural landscape
that produced them....Gallardo and Smith do a good job analyzing the films, especially the alter ones, and
setting them squarely and intelligently within their historical context.” —Post Script, Winter/Spring ‘04

About the Author

C. Jason Smith is Assistant Professor of English at LaGuardia Community College-CUNY .A native of Chile,
Ximena Gallardo-C. graduated with a Ph.D. in English from Louisiana State University. She livesin New
York.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Jennifer Fields:

This book untitled Alien Woman: The Making of Lt. Ellen Ripley to be one of several books this best seller
in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this e-book you can get alot of benefit upon it. Y ou will
easily to buy this specific book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by way of online. The publisher
with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, since you can read this book in
your Smartphone. So thereis no reason to you personally to past this book from your list.

Brain West:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book mainly book entitled
Alien Woman: The Making of Lt. Ellen Ripley your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering
in every aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging each and every
word written in a publication then become one application form conclusion and explanation that will maybe
you never get ahead of. The Alien Woman: The Making of Lt. Ellen Ripley giving you yet another
experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful info for your better lifein thisera.
S0 now let us present to you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will probably be pleased when
you are finished studying it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time
activity?



Don Morris:;

Do you have something that you like such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, quick story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not seeking Alien Woman: The Making of Lt.
Ellen Ripley that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading habit all
over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world much better then how they react to the
world. It can't be stated constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky man but for al of you who wants
to be success person. So , for all you who want to start studying as your good habit, you could pick Alien
Woman: The Making of Lt. Ellen Ripley become your own personal starter.

Marian Carson:

With this erawhich is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more treasured than
other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It isjust simple solution to have that. What you have to
doisjust spending your time very little but quite enough to have alook at some books. Among the books in
the top record in your reading list is actually Alien Woman: The Making of Lt. Ellen Ripley. This book and
that is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By
looking way up and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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