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Throughout the Cold War, the United States encountered unexpected challenges
from Italy and France, two countries with the strongest, and determinedly most
anti-American, Communist Parties in Western Europe. Based primarily on new
evidence from communist archivesin France and Italy, as well as research
archivesin the United States, Alessandro Brogi's origina study reveals how the
United States was forced by political opposition within these two core Western
countries to reassess its own anticommunist strategies, itsimage, and the general
meaning of American liberal capitalist culture and ideology.

Brogi shows that the resistance to Americanization was a critical test for the
French and Italian communists own legitimacy and existence. Their anti-
Americanism was mostly dogmatic and driven by the Soviet Union, but it was
also, at crucia times, subtle and ambivalent, nurturing fascination with the
American culture of dissent. The staunchly anticommunist United States, Brogi
argues, found a successful balance to fighting the communist threat in France and
Italy by employing diplomacy and fostering instances of mild dissent in both
countries. Ultimately, both the French and Italian communists failed to adapt to
the forces of modernization that stemmed both from indigenous factors and from
American influence. Confronting America illuminates the political, diplomatic,
economic, and cultural conflicts behind the U.S.-communist confrontation.
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Throughout the Cold War, the United States encountered unexpected challenges from Italy and France, two
countries with the strongest, and determinedly most anti-American, Communist Parties in Western Europe.
Based primarily on new evidence from communist archivesin France and Italy, as well asresearch archives
in the United States, Alessandro Brogi's original study reveals how the United States was forced by poalitical
opposition within these two core Western countries to reassess its own anticommunist strategies, its image,
and the general meaning of American liberal capitalist culture and ideology.

Brogi shows that the resistance to Americanization was acritica test for the French and Italian communists
own legitimacy and existence. Their anti-Americanism was mostly dogmatic and driven by the Soviet Union,
but it was also, at crucia times, subtle and ambivalent, nurturing fascination with the American culture of
dissent. The staunchly anticommunist United States, Brogi argues, found a successful balance to fighting the
communist threat in France and Italy by employing diplomacy and fostering instances of mild dissent in both
countries. Ultimately, both the French and Italian communists failed to adapt to the forces of modernization
that stemmed both from indigenous factors and from American influence. Confronting America illuminates
the political, diplomatic, economic, and cultural conflicts behind the U.S.-communist confrontation.
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Editorial Review

Review
Thebook isthewinner of the Charles Smith Award, by the Southern Historical Association.

"Alessandro Brogi's impressively researched and convincingly argued book will furnish readers with a
comparative dimension from the recent past for today's varieties of anti-Americanism. Confronting America
is an extraordinary work of scholarship and deserves the highest praise.”

--Richard Drake, University of Montana

"Thisisagenuine tour de force. Brogi shows brilliantly how the powerful Communist Parties of Italy and
France threatened American hegemony in postwar Europe and how Washington tried to forge an integrated
diplomatic, economic, and cultural response. America emerged victorious in the psychological cold war,
however, as aresult of spontaneous modernizing, democratic, and self-critical forces within itself."

--Irwin Wall, University of California, Riverside, and author of The United States and the Making of Postwar
France, 1945-1954

"The struggle that emerged in Western Europe--specifically in France and Italy--with the onset of the Cold
War isthe subject of this sound and original analysis. Particularly striking isits demonstration of the vigor
and efficiency of the communist propaganda operation.”

--Charles Cogan, Harvard University

Brogi masterfully examines US efforts to counter influence of the French and Italian communist parties
throughout the Cold War.
--Choice

Confronting America adds significantly to our understanding of Washingtons successful post-World War 11
policiesin Western Europe and its ability to forge a Western alliance.
--David F. Schmitz, Journal of American History

Impressive. . . . A significant contribution to the historiography of the Cold War, and illustrates the
possibilities of multi-archival research for U.S. foreign relations and international history.
--Cercles

One would be hard pressed to find a more suitable candidate than Alessandro Brogi to write a comparative
account of the Cold War relationship(s) between France, Italy, and the United States. . . . [A] testimony to
the fact that work in Western archives continues to bear rich fruit.

--Kaeten Mistry, University of East Anglia, H-Diplo Roundtable

An extremely rich survey of forty years of transatlantic relations, trespassing the limits of the Cold War and
delving into cultural history, theories of modernization, patterns of Americanization and much more. . . .
Insightful and very useful.

--Leopoldo Nuti, Universitadegli Studi Roma Tre, H-Diplo Roundtable

Review
Thisisagenuine tour de force. Brogi shows brilliantly how the powerful Communist Parties of Italy and



France threatened American hegemony in postwar Europe and how Washington tried to forge an integrated
diplomatic, economic, and cultural response. America emerged victorious in the psychological cold war,
however, as aresult of spontaneous modernizing, democratic, and self-critical forces within itself.--lrwin
Wall, University of California, Riverside, and author of The United States and the Making of Postwar
France, 1945-1954

Alessandro Brogi's impressively researched and convincingly argued book will furnish readers with a
comparative dimension from the recent past for today's varieties of anti-Americanism. Confronting America
is an extraordinary work of scholarship and deserves the highest praise.--Richard Drake, University of
Montana

The struggle that emerged in Western Europe--specifically in France and Italy--with the onset of the Cold
War isthe subject of this sound and original analysis. Particularly striking isits demonstration of the vigor
and efficiency of the communist propaganda operation.--Charles Cogan, Harvard University

About the Author
Alessandro Brogi is professor of history at the University of Arkansas.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Oliver Watts:

This Confronting America: The Cold War between the United States and the Communists in France and Italy
(The New Cold War History) are generally reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person,
why. The reason why of this Confronting America: The Cold War between the United States and the
Communists in France and Italy (The New Cold War History) can be on the list of great books you must
have is giving you more than just ssmple reading through food but feed a person with information that
probably will shock your before knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it just about everywhere
and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Confronting
America: The Cold War between the United States and the Communists in France and Italy (The New Cold
War History) forcing you to have an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you trial
run of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day exercise. So, let's have it and luxuriate in
reading.

Albert Chesson:

People livein this new time of lifestyle aways make an effort to and must have the spare time or they will
get lot of stress from both day to day life and work. So , when we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not only arobot. Then we question again, what kind of activity do you
possess when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do
you ever try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the
actual book you have read will be Confronting America: The Cold War between the United States and the



Communistsin France and Italy (The New Cold War History).

Frances Wiggins:

Beside this Confronting America: The Cold War between the United States and the Communists in France
and Italy (The New Cold War History) in your phone, it could possibly give you away to get closer to the
new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh from your oven so
don't possibly be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have
Confronting America: The Cold War between the United States and the Communists in France and Italy
(The New Cold War History) because this book offersto your account readable information. Do you
sometimes have book but you rarely get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that won't happen if you
have this within your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful
island. Use you still want to miss that? Find this book and also read it from at this point!

JamesHelm:

A lot of e-book has printed but it takes a different approach. Y ou can get it by online on social media. You
can choose the best book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is called of
book Confronting America: The Cold War between the United States and the Communists in France and
Italy (The New Cold War History). Y ou can contribute your knowledge by it. Without making the printed
book, it may add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware
about e-book. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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