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Ahmed Rashid is the voice of reason amid the chaos of Central Asia today. His
unique knowledge of this complex, war-torn region gives him a panoramic vision
and grasp of nuance that no Western writer can emulate. In Descent Into Chaos,
Rashid reviews the regional conditions since 9/11 and the catastrophic aftermath
of America’s failed war on terror. The underlying theme is clear, devastating and
deeply critical of current U.S. foreign policy. Iraq is essentially a sideshow.
Pakistan and Afghanistan are where the war really began. Pakistan remains the
crucial resource and key player, and Afghanistan is where the fight against
Islamic insurgency is eventually going to be played out. Rashid also brings into
clear focus the regional issues of Central Asia that few in our country seem to
understand and yet are having a crucial impact on our own security and conduct.
Seven years after 9/11, despite the thousands of lives and billions of dollars that
have been spent in the region, it is in chaos. Pakistan, unstable and armed with
nuclear weapons, has become terrorism central. The Taliban is resurging and
reconquering land, and al Qaeda is stronger than ever. And at the heart of these
calamities is the United States’ refusal to accept its responsibility for statecraft
and nation building and its utter failure to understand the region. Rashid’s
blistering critique of American policy is also a warning and an impassioned call
to correct our failed strategies. There is no more urgent global task.
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Ahmed Rashid is the voice of reason amid the chaos of Central Asia today. His unique knowledge of this
complex, war-torn region gives him a panoramic vision and grasp of nuance that no Western writer can
emulate. In Descent Into Chaos, Rashid reviews the regional conditions since 9/11 and the catastrophic
aftermath of America’s failed war on terror. The underlying theme is clear, devastating and deeply critical of
current U.S. foreign policy. Iraq is essentially a sideshow. Pakistan and Afghanistan are where the war really
began. Pakistan remains the crucial resource and key player, and Afghanistan is where the fight against
Islamic insurgency is eventually going to be played out. Rashid also brings into clear focus the regional
issues of Central Asia that few in our country seem to understand and yet are having a crucial impact on our
own security and conduct. Seven years after 9/11, despite the thousands of lives and billions of dollars that
have been spent in the region, it is in chaos. Pakistan, unstable and armed with nuclear weapons, has become
terrorism central. The Taliban is resurging and reconquering land, and al Qaeda is stronger than ever. And at
the heart of these calamities is the United States’ refusal to accept its responsibility for statecraft and nation
building and its utter failure to understand the region. Rashid’s blistering critique of American policy is also
a warning and an impassioned call to correct our failed strategies. There is no more urgent global task.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Ahmed Rashid is a Pakistani journalist based in Lahore who writes for The Washington Post, Daily
Telegraph (London), the International Herald Tribune, The New York Review of Books, BBC Online, and
The Nation. His previous books include Jihad, Taliban, and The Resurgence of Central Asia. He appears
regularly on NPR, CNN, and the BBC World Service.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Michael Vu:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
require something to explain what yours problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man? If you don't
have spare time to perform others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have extra time? What
did you do? All people has many questions above. They have to answer that question mainly because just
their can do that will. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is appropriate.
Because start from on guardería until university need this kind of Descent into Chaos: The United States and
the Failure of Nation Building in Pakistan, Afghanistan, and Central Asia to read.

Carla Ramirez:

This Descent into Chaos: The United States and the Failure of Nation Building in Pakistan, Afghanistan, and
Central Asia is great reserve for you because the content which is full of information for you who all always
deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it data accurately using
great plan word or we can say no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have
whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but challenging core
information with attractive delivering sentences. Having Descent into Chaos: The United States and the
Failure of Nation Building in Pakistan, Afghanistan, and Central Asia in your hand like finding the world in
your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no guide that offer you world within ten or fifteen
moment right but this e-book already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs.
hectic do you still doubt which?

Stuart Rosado:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This particular book Descent into Chaos: The United States and the
Failure of Nation Building in Pakistan, Afghanistan, and Central Asia was colorful and of course has pictures
on there. As we know that book Descent into Chaos: The United States and the Failure of Nation Building in
Pakistan, Afghanistan, and Central Asia has many kinds or style. Start from kids until teenagers. For
example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and think that you are the character on there. Therefore
not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the



best book for yourself and try to like reading that.

Nancy Gump:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got learners? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And also you
know that little person just like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to understand
that reading is very important as well as book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to increase you
knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update concerning something by
book. Different categories of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is actually
Descent into Chaos: The United States and the Failure of Nation Building in Pakistan, Afghanistan, and
Central Asia.
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