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Though Carl Schmitt is best known for his legal and political theory, his 1956
Hamlet or Hecuba provides an innovative and insightful analysis of Shakespeare
s tragedy in terms of the historical situation of its creation. Schmitt argues that
the significance of Shakespeare s work hinges on its ability to integrate history in
the form of the taboo of the queen and the deformation of the figure of the
avenger. He uses this interpretation to develop a theory of myth and politics that
serves as a cultural foundation for his concept of political representation. More
than literary criticism or historical analysis, Schmitt s book lays out a
comprehensive theory of the relationship between aesthetics and politics that
responds to alternative ideas developed by Walter Benjamin and Theodor W.
Adorno. Jennifer R. Rust and Julia Reinhard Lupton s introduction places
Schmitt s work in the context of contemporary Renaissance studies, and David
Pan s afterword analyzes the links to Schmitt s political theory. Presented in its
entirety in an authorized translation, Hamlet or Hecuba is essential reading for
scholars of Shakespeare and Schmitt alike.

Praise for Carl Schmitt's Hamlet or Hecuba

"Beyond ancient tragedy and the Atreides, through the themes of vengeance, of
the brother and of election, this essay also questions the political destiny of the
'European spirit.'"

--Jacques Derrida, The Politics of Friendship

"The intrusion into Shakespeare's Hamlet by the highly controversial German
legal and political theorist and constitutional lawyer Carl Schmitt will raise
eyebrows in the English-speaking world. The able English translation and
introductions will engender a plethora of studies by Shakespeare scholars, and by
political scientists and historians who will analyze subtexts in order to decipher
Schmitt the man from Schmitt the thinker."

--George Schwab, President, National Committee on American Foreign Policy

"In his remarkable essay on Hamlet, Schmitt argues that the playwright's
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audience shared with him not only a horizon of cultural and historical
knowledge; they were also, he claims, profoundly attuned to the symptomatic
gaps and displacements, to the dream-like traces of a political unconscious, at
work in the play. Here, Schmitt claims to have definitively deciphered what
might be called the 'latent dream thoughts' of Shakespeare's most famous tragedy.
It is, however, only by way of the inner tensions of Schmitt's own essay, made
vibrantly legible in the brilliant introduction by this volume's editors, that the
reader can fully grasp the ways in which the traumatic entry of historical time
into the realm of aesthetic play generates Hamlet's persistent force as the
paradigmatic tragedy of modern European theater."

--Eric Santner, Professor of Germanic Studies, The University of Chicago

"Like Hamlet's Mousetrap, Carl Schmitt's Hamlet or Hecuba is an incendiary
provocation, one that still has the power to catch the conscience of Shakespeare
critics half a century later. Schmitt's deep reflections on the nature of tragedy, the
relations between the real and the aesthetic, and the barbarity of Elizabethan
theater, will engage and sometimes irk Shakespeareans of every stripe. His
critical practice--poised somewhere between a Kantian contest of faculties and an
Anschluss--grates productively against the more pacific versions of
interdisciplinarity that reign today. And Rust and Lupton's fine introduction lays
bare the religious, political, and philosophical stakes of Schmitt's Shakespearean
encounter."

--Richard Halpern, Professor of English, The Johns Hopkins University
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symptomatic gaps and displacements, to the dream-like traces of a political unconscious, at work in the play.
Here, Schmitt claims to have definitively deciphered what might be called the 'latent dream thoughts' of
Shakespeare's most famous tragedy. It is, however, only by way of the inner tensions of Schmitt's own essay,
made vibrantly legible in the brilliant introduction by this volume's editors, that the reader can fully grasp the
ways in which the traumatic entry of historical time into the realm of aesthetic play generates Hamlet's
persistent force as the paradigmatic tragedy of modern European theater."

--Eric Santner, Professor of Germanic Studies, The University of Chicago

"Like Hamlet's Mousetrap, Carl Schmitt's Hamlet or Hecuba is an incendiary provocation, one that still has
the power to catch the conscience of Shakespeare critics half a century later. Schmitt's deep reflections on the
nature of tragedy, the relations between the real and the aesthetic, and the barbarity of Elizabethan theater,
will engage and sometimes irk Shakespeareans of every stripe. His critical practice--poised somewhere



between a Kantian contest of faculties and an Anschluss--grates productively against the more pacific
versions of interdisciplinarity that reign today. And Rust and Lupton's fine introduction lays bare the
religious, political, and philosophical stakes of Schmitt's Shakespearean encounter."
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jose Weitzman:

Throughout other case, little folks like to read book Hamlet or Hecuba: The Intrusion of the Time into the
Play. You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Provided that we know about how is
important the book Hamlet or Hecuba: The Intrusion of the Time into the Play. You can add expertise and of
course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can realize
everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple
point until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we are able to open a book as well as searching
by internet product. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's
examine.

Ronnie Johnson:

This book untitled Hamlet or Hecuba: The Intrusion of the Time into the Play to be one of several books that
will best seller in this year, here is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit into it. You
will easily to buy this kind of book in the book shop or you can order it by way of online. The publisher of
this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, since you can read this book in
your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason for you to past this guide from your list.

Henry Heath:

Is it anyone who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Hamlet or Hecuba: The Intrusion of the
Time into the Play can be the response, oh how comes? A book you know. You are thus out of date,
spending your free time by reading in this new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks
have than the others?

Gloria Quinones:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you could
have it in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This specific Hamlet or Hecuba: The Intrusion of the
Time into the Play can give you a lot of buddies because by you taking a look at this one book you have
factor that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of
a step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't realize, by
knowing more than different make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let's have Hamlet or Hecuba:
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