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Christian Thomasius’s natural jurisprudence is essential to understanding the
origins of the Enlightenment in Germany, where his importance was comparable
to that of John Locke’s in England.

First published in 1688, Thomasius’s Institutionum jurisprudentiae divinae
(Institutes of Divine Jurisprudence) attempted to draw a clear distinction between
natural and revealed law and to emphasize that human reason was able to know
the precepts of natural law without the aid of Scripture. Thomasius also argued
that his orthodox Lutheran opponents had failed to understand this distinction
and thereby had confused reason and Scripture.

In addition to the Institutes of Divine Jurisprudence, this volume contains
significant selections from his Fundamenta juris naturae et gentium
(Foundations of the Law of Nature and Nations), published in 1705. In
Foundations Thomasius significantly revised the theory he had put forward in the
Institutes, and much of the Foundations therefore is a paragraph-by-paragraph
commentary on his earlier ideas.

These works are a companion to Thomasius’s Essays on Church, State, and
Politics, and together they provide the first-ever English presentation of this
preeminent German thinker.

Christian Thomasius (1655–1728) was a German philosopher and legal theorist.
He was a cofounder of the University of Halle, where he was also a professor.

Thomas Ahnert is a Senior Lecturer in History at the University of Edinburgh.

Knud Haakonssen is Professor of Intellectual History at the University of
Sussex, England.
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Christian Thomasius’s natural jurisprudence is essential to understanding the origins of the Enlightenment in
Germany, where his importance was comparable to that of John Locke’s in England.

First published in 1688, Thomasius’s Institutionum jurisprudentiae divinae (Institutes of Divine
Jurisprudence) attempted to draw a clear distinction between natural and revealed law and to emphasize that
human reason was able to know the precepts of natural law without the aid of Scripture. Thomasius also
argued that his orthodox Lutheran opponents had failed to understand this distinction and thereby had
confused reason and Scripture.

In addition to the Institutes of Divine Jurisprudence, this volume contains significant selections from his
Fundamenta juris naturae et gentium (Foundations of the Law of Nature and Nations), published in 1705. In
Foundations Thomasius significantly revised the theory he had put forward in the Institutes, and much of the
Foundations therefore is a paragraph-by-paragraph commentary on his earlier ideas.

These works are a companion to Thomasius’s Essays on Church, State, and Politics, and together they
provide the first-ever English presentation of this preeminent German thinker.

Christian Thomasius (1655–1728) was a German philosopher and legal theorist. He was a cofounder of the
University of Halle, where he was also a professor.

Thomas Ahnert is a Senior Lecturer in History at the University of Edinburgh.

Knud Haakonssen is Professor of Intellectual History at the University of Sussex, England.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Alex Levey:

The book Institutes of Divine Jurisprudence, with Selections from Foundations of the Law of Nature and
Nations (Natural Law Cloth) gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to
make your capable more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big
problem using your subject. If you can make examining a book Institutes of Divine Jurisprudence, with
Selections from Foundations of the Law of Nature and Nations (Natural Law Cloth) to get your habit, you
can get considerably more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or
all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like open up and read a book Institutes of Divine
Jurisprudence, with Selections from Foundations of the Law of Nature and Nations (Natural Law Cloth).
Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think
about this book?

Helen Arnold:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled Institutes of Divine Jurisprudence, with Selections from Foundations of the Law of Nature and
Nations (Natural Law Cloth) your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect
that maybe unknown for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a book
then become one form conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get before. The Institutes of
Divine Jurisprudence, with Selections from Foundations of the Law of Nature and Nations (Natural Law
Cloth) giving you another experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful
information for your better life with this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern here is your
body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a casino game. Do
you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Michael Green:

Institutes of Divine Jurisprudence, with Selections from Foundations of the Law of Nature and Nations
(Natural Law Cloth) can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. All of us recommend that
straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in language, easy
to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her
effort that will put every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Institutes of Divine Jurisprudence, with
Selections from Foundations of the Law of Nature and Nations (Natural Law Cloth) but doesn't forget the
main place, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource details that maybe you can be
considered one of it. This great information can drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial considering.



Karen Lambert:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our information for everything. By a book we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every
year has been exactly added. This publication Institutes of Divine Jurisprudence, with Selections from
Foundations of the Law of Nature and Nations (Natural Law Cloth) was filled about science. Spend your free
time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has distinct feel when they
reading any book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a book. In
the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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