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The Floating Island, the first volume in Elizabeth Haydon's critically-acclaimed
The Lost Journals of Ven Polypheme series for middle grade readers, is now
available with a stunning new cover
Charles Magnus Ven Polypheme?known as Ven?is the youngest son of a long
line of famous shipwrights. He dreams not of building ships, but of sailing them
to far-off lands where magic thrives. Ven gets his chance when he is chosen to
direct the Inspection of his family's latest ship?and sets sail on the journey of a
lifetime.

Attacked by fire pirates, lost at sea and near death, Ven is rescued by a passing
ship on its way to the Island of Serendair. Thankful to be alive, little does Ven
know that the pirate attack?and his subsequent rescue?may not have been an
accident. Shadowy figures are hunting for the famed Floating Island, the only
source of the mystical Water of Life. They think Ven can lead them to this
treasure and will stop at nothing to get it?even murder….
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal
Grade 5-9–Ven Polypheme, a young Nain explorer, traveled much of the known and unknown world.
Recently discovered fragments of his journal are the inspiration for this exciting and imaginative tale. Ven, a
short, hobbitlike fellow, is celebrating his 50th birthday (he's approximately 13 in human years). He's the
youngest of 13 children, has yet to sprout a single whisker, and can't seem to find his place in the family
boatbuilding business. On its inspection cruise, their newest vessel is ambushed by pirates. In trying to set
the attackers' ship on fire, Ven destroys both vessels. Saved by a mermaid, he ends up onboard the Serelinda,
where he is befriended by Captain Oliver and Char, the galley assistant. Several adventures later, Ven and
Char find themselves at the Crossroads Inn, which is filled with orphans, any number of fairies and ghosts,
Murphy the talking cat, and Captain Oliver's wife, Mrs. Snodgrass. Mysteries abound. Mr. Whiting, the
snooty owner of a nearby inn, has the youngster thrown in prison for stealing, but then shows up to rescue
him. The crossroads near the inn are haunted by evil spirits, and the Living Water and Floating Island have
magical powers. Haydon's fantastical universe, originally created for her adult novels, is filled with fun
details, interesting characters, fast-paced adventure, snappy dialogue, and plenty of humor and heart.–Mara
Alpert, Los Angeles Public Library
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist
*Starred Review* Ven, the thirteenth Polypheme child, has grown up in his family's ship-building business
and tried his hand in every department. On his fiftieth birthday (the equivalent of a human's twelfth), he
draws the short straw and is sent out to inspect his family's new ship. When the ship is attacked by Fire
Pirates, who are known for leaving no survivors, and the youth is ordered to scuttle the ship, he figures out a
way to do in the pirates as well. After surviving, he is helped by a mermaid and by a kindly captain, who
sends him to an inn run by his wife. It turns out that the captain's wife has peculiar rules intended to keep
people safe from evil, and the inn is filled with interesting boarders--among them, a talking cat and a ghost.
In her first book for young people, Haydon, a popular author of numerous fantasies for older readers, uses
journal entries interspersed throughout a fast-paced narrative to help bring Ven to life. Her world building is
as successful as her characters, with Helquist's occasional loose sketches providing some visual distraction
and additional atmosphere. A delightful epic fantasy that will attract a readership both older and younger
than the target audience. Diana Herald
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review

“A delightful epic fantasy that will attract a readership both older and younger than the target audience.”
?Booklist, starred review

“Haydon's fantastical universe [...] is filled with fun details, interesting characters, fast-paced adventure,
snappy dialogue, and plenty of humor and heart.” ?School Library Journal

“Haydon spins a story both warm and thrilling.” ?Publishers Weekly
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Sarah Brumfield:

With other case, little men and women like to read book The Floating Island (The Lost Journals of Ven
Polypheme). You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. So long as we know about how is
important some sort of book The Floating Island (The Lost Journals of Ven Polypheme). You can add know-
how and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you
can understand everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will be known. About
simple thing until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or perhaps
searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel uninterested to go to the
library. Let's go through.

June Whitaker:

Now a day those who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each facts they get. How a lot more to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Studying a book can help
men and women out of this uncertainty Information especially this The Floating Island (The Lost Journals of
Ven Polypheme) book because this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the data in
this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Edna McArdle:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book specifically
book entitled The Floating Island (The Lost Journals of Ven Polypheme) your mind will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe not known for but surely will end up your
mind friends. Imaging each word written in a e-book then become one form conclusion and explanation that
maybe you never get before. The The Floating Island (The Lost Journals of Ven Polypheme) giving you one
more experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful facts for your better life within
this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind is going to be
pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary
spending spare time activity?

Bernice King:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is written or printed or illustrated from each source that filled update of news.
With this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media
social similar to newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
seeking the The Floating Island (The Lost Journals of Ven Polypheme) when you desired it?
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