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This collection of essays offer a unified and coherent argument and point toward
an important new approach in classical philology that challenges the dominant
trends in Anglo-American criticism of Latin literature, which emphasize the
autonomy of isolated texts or make extensive use of historical or sociological
anaysis.

Gian Biagio Conte here seeks to establish atheoretical basis for explaining the
ways in which Latin poets borrow from one another and echo one another. He
stresses the systematic nature of literary discourse and its tendency to create
systems of interrelated texts wherein each author's mode of assimilating and
changing the tradition becomes a part of the tradition. Imitation, Conte asserts,
should not be regarded merely asthe inert confluence of historical circumstances
but rather as arhetorical figure in itself?and indeed as one of the major rhetorical
devices of classical Latin poetry.

Thefirst half of the book establishes Conte's theoretical position; that position is
then applied in detail to Virgil in the second half. Conte shows how Virgil, by
contrasting bucolic and elegiac genresin Eclogue 10, effects a confrontation
between different models of life. He discusses the Aeneid at length,
demonstrating how Virgil modifies and transforms both Greek and Roman epic
conventions. Virgil's ability to simultaneously maintain a plurality of points of
view, Conte believes, made it possible for him to transcend the limits set by his
predecessors and thereby to enrich the communicative and expressive range of
the epic genre.

These suggestive essays address important issues in the field of classical

literature and interpretive method. They will find an appreciative audience

among classicists and their students, comparativists, literary theorists, and anyone
else concerned with the application of contemporary critical and semiotic theory
to literary texts.
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This collection of essays offer a unified and coherent argument and point toward an important new approach
in classical philology that challenges the dominant trends in Anglo-American criticism of Latin literature,
which emphasize the autonomy of isolated texts or make extensive use of historical or sociological analysis.

Gian Biagio Conte here seeksto establish atheoretical basis for explaining the waysin which Latin poets
borrow from one another and echo one another. He stresses the systematic nature of literary discourse and its
tendency to create systems of interrelated texts wherein each author's mode of assimilating and changing the
tradition becomes a part of the tradition. Imitation, Conte asserts, should not be regarded merely as the inert
confluence of historical circumstances but rather as arhetorical figurein itself?and indeed as one of the
major rhetorical devices of classical Latin poetry.

Thefirst half of the book establishes Conte's theoretical position; that position is then applied in detail to
Virgil in the second half. Conte shows how Virgil, by contrasting bucolic and elegiac genresin Eclogue 10,
effects a confrontation between different models of life. He discusses the Aeneid at length, demonstrating
how Virgil modifies and transforms both Greek and Roman epic conventions. Virgil's ability to
simultaneously maintain a plurality of points of view, Conte believes, made it possible for him to transcend
the limits set by his predecessors and thereby to enrich the communicative and expressive range of the epic
genre.

These suggestive essays address important issuesin the field of classical literature and interpretive method.
They will find an appreciative audience among classicists and their students, comparativists, literary
theorists, and anyone else concerned with the application of contemporary critical and semiotic theory to
literary texts.
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Editorial Review
Review

"Conte is one of the best examples anywhere of a serious classicist who has grappled thoughtfully with the
critical innovations that have come out of Europe in the last twenty years. The fundamental problems he
addresses are crucial not only in Latin, but in al literary studies."?Glenn W. Most, Princeton University

"Using a broadly semiological approach, Conte develops categories that are new and significant, and at the
same time natural and pertinent to ancient literature. There is a cross-fertilization here between theory and
philology such as one sees only too rarely in American or British scholarship.”"?David Konstan, Wesleyan
University

About the Author

Gian Biagio Conteis Professor of Latin Literature at the Scuola Normale Superiore of Pisa.

Charles Segal (1936—2002) taught classics at the University of Pennsylvania, Brown University, Princeton
University, and Harvard University, where he was Walter C. Klein Professor of the Classics. He also held
held visiting professorships at Columbia University, Brandeis University, the University of Melbourne, the
Ecole des Hautes Etudes, and the Ecole Normale Superieure. Among his many books are Interpreting Greek
Tragedy: Myth, Poetry, Text and Sngers, Heroes, and Gods in the " Odyssey", both published by Cornell
University Press.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Charles Denzer:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive today, people have do
something to make them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice by means of
surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the item for awhile is reading.

Y es, by reading areserve your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand up than other is high.
In your case who want to start reading a new book, we give you this specific The Rhetoric of Imitation:
Genre and Poetic Memory in Virgil and Other Latin Poets (Cornell Studiesin Classical Philology) book as
nice and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.



Thomas Lemos:

This The Rhetoric of Imitation: Genre and Poetic Memory in Virgil and Other Latin Poets (Cornell Studies
in Classical Philology) tend to be reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The
reason of this The Rhetoric of Imitation: Genre and Poetic Memory in Virgil and Other Latin Poets (Cornell
Studiesin Classical Philology) can be one of several great books you must have is definitely giving you
more than just simple studying food but feed anyone with information that perhaps will shock your prior
knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions
throughout the e-book and printed ones. Beside that this The Rhetoric of Imitation: Genre and Poetic
Memory in Virgil and Other Latin Poets (Cornell Studiesin Classical Philology) giving you an enormous of
experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your
day activity. So, let's have it and enjoy reading.

Edgar Workman:

People livein this new morning of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the free time or they will
get lots of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , if we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely of
course. People is human not really arobot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity have you got when the
spare time coming to a person of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do you ever try this
one, reading books. It can be your aternative throughout spending your spare time, the book you have read is
actually The Rhetoric of Imitation: Genre and Poetic Memory in Virgil and Other Latin Poets (Cornell
Studiesin Classical Philology).

Gail Blakely:

E-book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen need book to know the revise information of year in order to year. As we know
those publications have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the
world. By book The Rhetoric of Imitation: Genre and Poetic Memory in Virgil and Other Latin Poets
(Cornell Studiesin Classical Philology) we can get more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? For
being creative person must want to read a book. Merely choose the best book that suitable with your aim.
Don't end up being doubt to change your life by this book The Rhetoric of Imitation: Genre and Poetic
Memory in Virgil and Other Latin Poets (Cornell Studiesin Classical Philology). Y ou can more inviting than
NOW.
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