
Alcohol in Latin America: A Social and
Cultural History

From University of Arizona Press

Alcohol in Latin America: A Social and Cultural History From University of
Arizona Press

Aguardente, chicha, pulque, vino—no matter whether it’s distilled or fermented,
alcohol either brings people together or pulls them apart. Alcohol in Latin
America is a sweeping examination of the deep reasons why. This book takes an
in-depth look at the social and cultural history of alcohol and its connection to
larger processes in Latin America. Using a painting depicting a tavern as a
metaphor, the authors explore the disparate groups and individuals imbibing as
an introduction to their study. In so doing, they reveal how alcohol production,
consumption, and regulation have been intertwined with the history of Latin
America since the pre-Columbian era.

Alcohol in Latin America is the first interdisciplinary study to examine the
historic role of alcohol across Latin America and over a broad time span. Six
locations—the Andean region, Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Guatemala, and
Mexico—are seen through the disciplines of anthropology, archaeology, art
history, ethnohistory, history, and literature. Organized chronologically
beginning with the pre-colonial era, it features five chapters on Mesoamerica and
five on South America, each focusing on various aspects of a dozen different
kinds of beverages.

An in-depth look at how alcohol use in Latin America can serve as a lens through
which race, class, gender, and state-building, among other topics, can be better
understood, Alcohol in Latin America shows the historic influence of alcohol
production and consumption in the region and how it is intimately connected to
the larger forces of history.
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Aguardente, chicha, pulque, vino—no matter whether it’s distilled or fermented, alcohol either brings people
together or pulls them apart. Alcohol in Latin America is a sweeping examination of the deep reasons why.
This book takes an in-depth look at the social and cultural history of alcohol and its connection to larger
processes in Latin America. Using a painting depicting a tavern as a metaphor, the authors explore the
disparate groups and individuals imbibing as an introduction to their study. In so doing, they reveal how
alcohol production, consumption, and regulation have been intertwined with the history of Latin America
since the pre-Columbian era.

Alcohol in Latin America is the first interdisciplinary study to examine the historic role of alcohol across
Latin America and over a broad time span. Six locations—the Andean region, Argentina, Brazil, Chile,
Guatemala, and Mexico—are seen through the disciplines of anthropology, archaeology, art history,
ethnohistory, history, and literature. Organized chronologically beginning with the pre-colonial era, it
features five chapters on Mesoamerica and five on South America, each focusing on various aspects of a
dozen different kinds of beverages.

An in-depth look at how alcohol use in Latin America can serve as a lens through which race, class, gender,
and state-building, among other topics, can be better understood, Alcohol in Latin America shows the historic
influence of alcohol production and consumption in the region and how it is intimately connected to the
larger forces of history.
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Editorial Review

Review

“Alcohol in Latin America moves beyond the focus on the negative connected with alcohol consumption to
examine the ways that everyday people understood alcohol consumption; how it tied them together; how it
was tied to their local, regional, or newly emerging national identities; and the ways in which they used
alcohol to resist oppression.”—Andrae M. Marak, co-author of At the Border of Empires: The Tohono
O’odham, Gender, and Assimilation, 1880–1934

"Highly recommended."—CHOICE

“This pioneering collection of essays will help shape a new field of historical research for Latin
Americanists.”—David M. Fahey, editor of Alcohol and Drugs in North America: A Historical Encyclopedia

“An engaging and illuminating volume that reveals a great deal about Latin American social, political, and
economic life while also educating us about specific beverages and their meanings across time.”—Journal of
Social History

“The potent cocktail of essays served up by Gretchen Pierce and Áurea Toxqui both excite the senses and, at
times, blur the vision.”—Latin American Review of Books

About the Author

Gretchen Pierce is an assistant professor in the History Department at Shippensburg University in
Shippensburg, Pennsylvania. She has contributed to The Social History of Alcohol and Drugs, A Companion
to Mexican History and Culture, and Alcohol and Drugs in North America: A Historical Encyclopedia.

Áurea Toxqui is an assistant professor at Bradley University in Peoria, Illinois. She has published in The
Growth of Non-Western Cities: Primary and Secondary Urban Networking, c. 900–1900 and Alcohol and
Drugs in North America: A Historical Encyclopedia.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

John Cleveland:

As people who live in the modest era should be revise about what going on or facts even knowledge to make
these people keep up with the era that is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe can update
themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to an individual is
you don't know what kind you should start with. This Alcohol in Latin America: A Social and Cultural
History is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you
want and want in this era.



William Meadows:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended for you is Alcohol in Latin America: A Social and Cultural History this publication consist a
lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This book was represented so why is the world has
grown up. The dialect styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made
some investigation when he makes this book. Here is why this book suitable all of you.

Charles Bax:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you might
have it in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This particular Alcohol in Latin America: A Social
and Cultural History can give you a lot of buddies because by you taking a look at this one book you have
point that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. That book can be one of one step for
you to get success. This reserve offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't recognize, by
knowing more than various other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? We need to have Alcohol
in Latin America: A Social and Cultural History.

Carmen Pinto:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got scholars? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. So you
know that little person similar to reading or as studying become their hobby. You have to know that reading
is very important and book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your
own personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update regarding something by book. A substantial
number of sorts of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is this Alcohol in Latin America:
A Social and Cultural History.
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