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This book argues that the invention of Asian American identities serves as an
index to the historical formation of modern America. By tracing constructions of
"Asian American" to an interpenetrating dynamic between Asia and America, the
author obtains a deeper understanding of key issues in American culture, history,
and society. The formation of America in the twentieth century has had
everything to do with "westward expansion" across the "Pacific frontier" and the
movement of Asians onto American soil. After the passage of the last piece of
anti-Asian legislation in the 1930's, the United States found it had to grapple with
both the presence of Asians already in America and the imperative to develop its
neocolonial interests in East Asia. The author argues that, under these double
imperatives, a great wall between "Asian" and "American" is constructed
precisely when the two threatened to merge. Yet the very incompleteness of
American identity has allowed specific and contingent fusion of "Asian" and
"American" at particular historical junctures. From the importation of Asian
labor in the mid-nineteenth century, the territorialization of Hawaii and the
Philippines in the late-nineteenth century, through wars with Japan, Korea, and
Vietnam and the Cold War with China, to today's Asian Pacific Economic
Cooperation group, the United States in the modern age has seen its national
identity as strongly attached to the Pacific. As this has taken place, so has the
formation of a variety of Asian American identities. Each contains a specific
notion of America and reveals a particular conception of "Asian" and
"American." Complicating the usual notion of "identity politics" and drawing on
a wide range of writings?sociological, historical, cultural, medical,
anthropological, geographic, economic, journalistic, and political?the author
studies both how the formation of these identifications discloses the response of
America to the presence of Asians and how Asian Americans themselves have
inhabited these roles and resisted such categorizations, inventing their own
particular subjectivities as Americans.
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formation of modern America. By tracing constructions of "Asian American" to an interpenetrating dynamic
between Asia and America, the author obtains a deeper understanding of key issues in American culture,
history, and society. The formation of America in the twentieth century has had everything to do with
"westward expansion" across the "Pacific frontier" and the movement of Asians onto American soil. After
the passage of the last piece of anti-Asian legislation in the 1930's, the United States found it had to grapple
with both the presence of Asians already in America and the imperative to develop its neocolonial interests
in East Asia. The author argues that, under these double imperatives, a great wall between "Asian" and
"American" is constructed precisely when the two threatened to merge. Yet the very incompleteness of
American identity has allowed specific and contingent fusion of "Asian" and "American" at particular
historical junctures. From the importation of Asian labor in the mid-nineteenth century, the territorialization
of Hawaii and the Philippines in the late-nineteenth century, through wars with Japan, Korea, and Vietnam
and the Cold War with China, to today's Asian Pacific Economic Cooperation group, the United States in the
modern age has seen its national identity as strongly attached to the Pacific. As this has taken place, so has
the formation of a variety of Asian American identities. Each contains a specific notion of America and
reveals a particular conception of "Asian" and "American." Complicating the usual notion of "identity
politics" and drawing on a wide range of writings?sociological, historical, cultural, medical, anthropological,
geographic, economic, journalistic, and political?the author studies both how the formation of these
identifications discloses the response of America to the presence of Asians and how Asian Americans
themselves have inhabited these roles and resisted such categorizations, inventing their own particular
subjectivities as Americans.
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From reader reviews:

Roderick Donnell:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to find out everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim as well as goal; it means that e-book
has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They can be
reading whatever they have because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Think about the person who
don't like examining a book? Sometime, person feel need book once they found difficult problem or even
exercise. Well, probably you will need this Asian/American: Historical Crossings of a Racial Frontier.

Maritza Kress:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them household or their
friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or playing video
games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you can read a
new book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent all day every
day to reading a publication. The book Asian/American: Historical Crossings of a Racial Frontier it is rather
good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this
book. In case you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can
m0ore simply to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book provides
high quality.

Charles Branch:

Is it you who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by means of watching television programs or
just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Asian/American: Historical Crossings of a Racial
Frontier can be the answer, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are consequently out of date,
spending your extra time by reading in this brand new era is common not a geek activity. So what these
guides have than the others?

Verna Tubbs:

As a college student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library
as well as to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's
internal or real their leisure activity. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go
to right now there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring as



well as can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important in your case.
As we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. So , this Asian/American: Historical Crossings of a Racial Frontier can make you
feel more interested to read.
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