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Magnus "Steps’ Craig is part of the elite three-man Specia Tracking Unit of the
FBI. Called in on specia cases where his skills are particularly needed, he works
as atracker. The media dubs him "The Human Bloodhound," since Stepsis
renowned for hisincredible ability to find and follow trails over any surface
better than anyone else. But there's a secret to his success. Steps has a special
ability---akind of synesthesia---where he can see the 'essence’ of a person,
something he calls 'shine,' on everything they've touched. His ability is known to
only afew people---his father, the director of the FBI, and his partner, Special
Agent Jimmy Donovan.

When the remains of a murdered woman are found, Steps recognizes the shine
left by the murderer from another crime scene with aphysically similar victim.
And he uncovers the signature at both scenes---the mark of a sad face. At the
same time, another killer, one Steps has dubbed L eonardo and has been trying to
track for over ten years, appears again, taunting Steps. But while Steps tries to
find a clue that will lead him to Leonardo, the case of the Sad Face Killer heats
up. The team uncovers eleven possible victims: missing women who fit the same
pattern. Using his skill and the resources of the Bureay, it isarace against timeto
find the killer beforeit'stoo late.
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Magnus "Steps’ Craig is part of the elite three-man Special Tracking Unit of the FBI. Called in on special
cases where his skills are particularly needed, he works as a tracker. The media dubs him "The Human
Bloodhound," since Stepsis renowned for hisincredible ability to find and follow trails over any surface
better than anyone else. But there's a secret to his success. Steps has a specia ability---akind of synesthesia-
--where he can see the 'essence’ of a person, something he calls 'shine," on everything they've touched. His
ability is known to only afew people---his father, the director of the FBI, and his partner, Special Agent
Jimmy Donovan.

When the remains of a murdered woman are found, Steps recognizes the shine left by the murderer from
another crime scene with a physically similar victim. And he uncovers the signature at both scenes---the
mark of a sad face. At the same time, another killer, one Steps has dubbed L eonardo and has been trying to
track for over ten years, appears again, taunting Steps. But while Steps tries to find a clue that will lead him
to Leonardo, the case of the Sad Face Killer heats up. The team uncovers eleven possible victims: missing
women who fit the same pattern. Using his skill and the resources of the Bureau, it is arace against time to
find the killer before it'stoo late.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

FBI agent Magnus “ Steps’ Craig, the narrator of Kope's compelling debut and series launch, can see the
psychic residue—the “ shine’—that people, both dead and alive, leave behind them. He uses this peculiar gift
asthe lead investigator in the FBI's Special Tracking Unit. Stepsis obsessed with akiller he's dubbed

L eonardo, because of the way the murderer, who's still at large, displays his victims as the Vitruvian Man.
More urgently, Steps's attention is focused on a prolific killer with a penchant for murdering young women
in Northern California. After finding a frowning face etched in shine—think of it as colorful paint invisible
to everyone but Steps—the agent and his team begin calling the seria killer the Sad Face Killer. Steps knows
that Sad Face’' s latest abducteeis till aive, thanks to the shine on alocket of hers, so it's arace against time
to find her before Sad Face kills her. Kope, the crime analyst for the Whatcom County (Wash.) Sheriff's
Office, has introduced a tortured soul who's awelcome addition to the library of crime fiction heroes. Agent:
Kimberly Cameron, Kimberly Cameron & Associates. (June)

Review
"A heart-thumping yarn from areal-life crime analyst" ?The Boston Globe

"Kope, aprofessional crime analyst, brings a refreshing authenticity to his work, then raises the stakes
severa notches by giving Steps, from whose point of view the story unravels, a unique, funny, and intriguing
voice. Crammed with characters who will capture readers attention and writing that leaves much of the field
in the dust, Kope' s novel features a character who is different, talented, sympathetic, and gifted with great
heart." ?Kirkus Reviews (starred review)

"Kope, aworking crime analyst for a county sheriff in Washington State, avoids the histrionic low road of
serial murder fiction, using his experience to enliven the plot with the intricacies of profiling and detection.”
?2Chicago Tribune

"Spencer Kope would be the most interesting guy in the room even if he hadn’t just published his debut
thriller . . . Like the best books of the thriller genre, thisoneisdriven in equal parts by characters (not just
Steps) and plot. It' s difficult to put down, given that Kope has constructed one loudly ticking clock."
?Bookreporter

"Kope...hypnotizes the reader in this brilliant debut, not only for its addictive storyline but also by creating,
in Steps, agood man blessed and plagued by his particular talent. Endlessly frightening, occasionally funny,
Collecting the Dead portends a great future for author and hero in a promised sequel ? and beyond.”
?Richmond Times-Dispatch

"Kope. . .hasintroduced atortured soul who's awelcome addition to the library of crime fiction heroes."
?Publishers Weekly

"Since childhood, Steps has been able to read a bad guy’ s aura, a soft glowing trace that the bad guy leaves
on whatever he comesin contact with. Steps callsit aperson’s “shine,” and it’s Steps' s way with shine,
which comes across as an altogether believable concept, that moves Spencer Kope' s first crime novel,
featuring a chase after adiabolical seria killer, into athrillingly original category.” ?Toronto Star

"Readers who enjoy serial killer novels will be talking about this book for months."?Library Journal (starred



review)

“Fascinating and compelling! Spencer Kope's Collecting the Dead reenergizes the crime genre with the
introduction of “human bloodhound” FBI Agent Magnus Craig whose special skills puts him on every seriad
killer'strail, but also in at least one psychopath’ s sights. The twists and turns will leave you breathless!”
?Lisa Gardner

“I read this book in two sittings, ignoring my work and family until | turned the last page. Mark my words,
‘Steps’ Craig is poised to take his place among our most popular and cherished thriller heroes. | can’t wait
for the next book.” ?Chelsea Cain

“Collecting the Dead introduces Magnus ‘ Steps’ Craig, a member of the FBI’s Specia Tracking Unit who
has a special gift known only to afew, but will it be enough to stop akiller who seems to be one step ahead
of everyone? Kope's debut is awell written thrill ride that introduces a very appealing hero. Hopefully Steps
will be back in action soon.” ?Phillip Margolin

About the Author

SPENCER KOPE isthe Crime Analyst for the Whatcom County Sheriff's Office. Currently assigned to
Detectives Division, he provides case support to detectives and deputies, and is particularly good at
identifying possible suspects. In his spare time he devel oped a database-driven analytical process called
Forensic Vehicle Analysis (FVA) used to identify the make, model and year range of vehicles from
surveillance photos. It's atool he's used repeatedly to solve crimes. Collecting the Dead is hisfirst novel.
One of hisfavorite pastimesis getting lost in a bookstore, and he lives in Washington State.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
LorisBeal:

Baook isto be different for every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. Asit is known to us
that book is very important normally. The book Collecting the Dead: A Novel seemed to be making you to
know about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It is rather advantages for you.
The publication Collecting the Dead: A Novel is not only giving you more new information but also to
become your friend when you sense bored. Y ou can spend your spend time to read your guide. Try to make
relationship with the book Collecting the Dead: A Novel. Y ou never really feel lose out for everything when
you read some books.

Theodore Mullis:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive right
now, people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the particular
crowded place and notice by means of surrounding. One thing that at times many people have
underestimated the item for awhile is reading. That's why, by reading a e-book your ability to survive raise
then having chance to stand up than other is high. For you who want to start reading the book, we give you
this specific Collecting the Dead: A Novel book as beginner and daily reading reserve. Why, because this
book is more than just a book.



William Kelley:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you might have it
in e-book way, more simple and reachable. That Collecting the Dead: A Novel can give you alot of buddies
because by you looking at this one book you have factor that they don't and make an individual more like an
interesting person. That book can be one of one step for you to get success. This guide offer you information
that possibly your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than other make you to be great individuals. So,
why hesitate? L et me have Collecting the Dead: A Novel.

Eric Saunders:

A number of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt this
when they get a half parts of the book. Y ou can choose the actual book Collecting the Dead: A Novel to
make your own reading isinteresting. Y our skill of reading proficiency is devel oping when you such as
reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the sensation about book and
studying especially. It isto beinitial opinion for you to like to open a book and study it. Beside that the book
Coallecting the Dead: A Novel can to be a newly purchased friend when you're experience alone and confuse
in doing what must you're doing of their time.
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