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Charlotte Dacre’s debut novel Confessions of the Nun of St Omer (1805) was a
bestseller in its day, launching the career of a woman who would go on to
become one of the nineteenth century’s most notorious female novelists. The
work tells the story of the wilful Cazire, who recounts her passionate and
destructive youthful adventures from the convent where she now lives in
seclusion. Although Dacre’s fame, then and now, rests largely on her
sensationalist plots and portrayal of sexually self-possessed female villains,
Confessions of the Nun of St. Omer shows a different side to her writing, one that
is engaged in the political debate surrounding the French Revolution and eager to
uphold the conservative moral line. Indeed, in many ways the novel strives to
exemplify the moral and social orthodoxies of its time – dealing with themes of
education, passion, seduction and the dangers of the radical ‘new philosophy’.
Yet even at this early stage of her career the author’s frank exploration of the
power of female desire reveals a willingness to experiment with themes left
untouched by more conventional Romantic era novelists, themes that would
dominate her writing for years to come.

This edition of Charlotte Dacre’s book is based on the Chawton House Library
copy of the text from 1805 and contains textual notes. The book will be of
interest to those researching the Gothic, women’s writing and the development of
the nineteenth-century novel.
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Charlotte Dacre’s debut novel Confessions of the Nun of St Omer (1805) was a bestseller in its day,
launching the career of a woman who would go on to become one of the nineteenth century’s most notorious
female novelists. The work tells the story of the wilful Cazire, who recounts her passionate and destructive
youthful adventures from the convent where she now lives in seclusion. Although Dacre’s fame, then and
now, rests largely on her sensationalist plots and portrayal of sexually self-possessed female villains,
Confessions of the Nun of St. Omer shows a different side to her writing, one that is engaged in the political
debate surrounding the French Revolution and eager to uphold the conservative moral line. Indeed, in many
ways the novel strives to exemplify the moral and social orthodoxies of its time – dealing with themes of
education, passion, seduction and the dangers of the radical ‘new philosophy’. Yet even at this early stage of
her career the author’s frank exploration of the power of female desire reveals a willingness to experiment
with themes left untouched by more conventional Romantic era novelists, themes that would dominate her
writing for years to come.

This edition of Charlotte Dacre’s book is based on the Chawton House Library copy of the text from 1805
and contains textual notes. The book will be of interest to those researching the Gothic, women’s writing and
the development of the nineteenth-century novel.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Lucy Cogan is Lecturer in the School of English at Queen's University Belfast, where her research focuses
on gender and radicalism in the Romantic era and women's writing in the long eighteenth century. She is
particularly interested in the ways in which language can be used both to encode and resist systems of
oppression and subjection. She is currently revising her thesis for publication as a monograph entitled
'William Blake and the Politics of Failure: The Poetry of the Mid-1790s.'

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Michelle Carlson:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the e-book entitled Confessions of the Nun of St Omer: by Charlotte Dacre (Chawton
House Library: Women's Novels). Try to face the book Confessions of the Nun of St Omer: by Charlotte
Dacre (Chawton House Library: Women's Novels) as your buddy. It means that it can for being your friend
when you feel alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very
fortuned for you personally. The book makes you much more confidence because you can know every little
thing by the book. So , let's make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Mary Lee:

What do you think of book? It is just for students since they are still students or it for all people in the world,
what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has different
personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't want do
that. You must know how great along with important the book Confessions of the Nun of St Omer: by
Charlotte Dacre (Chawton House Library: Women's Novels). All type of book can you see on many
solutions. You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Richard Gary:

This Confessions of the Nun of St Omer: by Charlotte Dacre (Chawton House Library: Women's Novels) are
generally reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The reason why of this Confessions of
the Nun of St Omer: by Charlotte Dacre (Chawton House Library: Women's Novels) can be one of several
great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple studying food but feed you with
information that possibly will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it all
over the place and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Confessions of
the Nun of St Omer: by Charlotte Dacre (Chawton House Library: Women's Novels) forcing you to have an
enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we all



know it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Sarah Johnson:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended to your account is Confessions of the Nun of St Omer: by Charlotte Dacre (Chawton House
Library: Women's Novels) this e-book consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now.
This kind of book was represented how does the world has grown up. The language styles that writer use for
explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some research when he makes this book. Honestly,
that is why this book acceptable all of you.
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