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On the little-known and darker side of shamanism there exists an ancient form of
sorcery called kanaimà, a practice still observed among the Amerindians of the
highlands of Guyana, Venezuela, and Brazil that involves the ritual stalking,
mutilation, lingering death, and consumption of human victims. At once a
memoir of cultural encounter and an ethnographic and historical investigation,
this book offers a sustained, intimate look at kanaimà, its practitioners, their
victims, and the reasons they give for their actions.

Neil L. Whitehead tells of his own involvement with kanaimà—including an
attempt to kill him with poison—and relates the personal testimonies of kanaimà
shamans, their potential victims, and the victims’ families. He then goes on to
discuss the historical emergence of kanaimà, describing how, in the face of
successive modern colonizing forces—missionaries, rubber gatherers, miners,
and development agencies—the practice has become an assertion of native
autonomy. His analysis explores the ways in which kanaimà mediates both
national and international impacts on native peoples in the region and considers
the significance of kanaimà for current accounts of shamanism and religious
belief and for theories of war and violence.

Kanaimà appears here as part of the wider lexicon of rebellious terror and exotic
horror—alongside the cannibal, vampire, and zombie—that haunts the western
imagination. Dark Shamans broadens discussions of violence and of the
representation of primitive savagery by recasting both in the light of current
debates on modernity and globalization.
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On the little-known and darker side of shamanism there exists an ancient form of sorcery called kanaimà, a
practice still observed among the Amerindians of the highlands of Guyana, Venezuela, and Brazil that
involves the ritual stalking, mutilation, lingering death, and consumption of human victims. At once a
memoir of cultural encounter and an ethnographic and historical investigation, this book offers a sustained,
intimate look at kanaimà, its practitioners, their victims, and the reasons they give for their actions.

Neil L. Whitehead tells of his own involvement with kanaimà—including an attempt to kill him with
poison—and relates the personal testimonies of kanaimà shamans, their potential victims, and the victims’
families. He then goes on to discuss the historical emergence of kanaimà, describing how, in the face of
successive modern colonizing forces—missionaries, rubber gatherers, miners, and development
agencies—the practice has become an assertion of native autonomy. His analysis explores the ways in which
kanaimà mediates both national and international impacts on native peoples in the region and considers the
significance of kanaimà for current accounts of shamanism and religious belief and for theories of war and
violence.

Kanaimà appears here as part of the wider lexicon of rebellious terror and exotic horror—alongside the
cannibal, vampire, and zombie—that haunts the western imagination. Dark Shamans broadens discussions of
violence and of the representation of primitive savagery by recasting both in the light of current debates on
modernity and globalization.
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Editorial Review

Review

“An exceptionally fine ethnography of the kanaimà, Dark Shamans will fill a large gap. As an ethnography
located in ethnohistory and processes of modernization, this book is an outstanding example of new
anthropological work at the leading edge of the discipline.”—Donald Pollock, State University of New York,
Buffalo

“Ethnographer Neil L. Whitehead enters this realm of reality and mythology, of storytelling and firsthand
experience by accident, and his opening tale sustains the horror-filled storytelling power characteristic of
such authors as Bram Stoker and Stephen King. As such, the kanaimà, long known to explorers, poets, and
ordinary people of northeastern South America, take their place in the history of modernity along with
Dracula, Frankenstein, and the Wolf Man.”—Norman Whitten, University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign

From the Publisher
"An exceptionally fine ethnography of the kanaimà, Dark Shamans will fill a large gap. As an ethnography
located in ethnohistory and processes of modernization, this book is an outstanding example of new
anthropological work at the leading edge of the discipline."—Donald Pollock, State University of New York,
Buffalo

"Ethnographer Neil L. Whitehead enters this realm of reality and mythology, of story telling and first-hand
experience, by accident, and his opening tale sustains the horror-filled storytelling power characteristic of
such authors as Bram Stoker to Stephen King. As such, the Kanaimà, long known to explorers, poets, and
ordinary people of northeastern South America, take their place in the history of modernity along with
Dracula, Frankenstein, or the Wolf Man."—Norman Whitten, University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign

From the Back Cover
"Ethnographer Neil L. Whitehead enters this realm of reality and mythology, of storytelling and firsthand
experience by accident, and his opening tale sustains the horror-filled storytelling power characteristic of
such authors as Bram Stoker and Stephen King. As such, the kanaima, long known to explorers, poets, and
ordinary people of northeastern South America, take their place in the history of modernity along with
Dracula, Frankenstein, and the Wolf Man."--Norman Whitten, University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Nancy Tandy:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite e-book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your problem; you can
add your knowledge by the book entitled Dark Shamans: Kanaima and the Poetics of Violent Death. Try to
stumble through book Dark Shamans: Kanaima and the Poetics of Violent Death as your close friend. It
means that it can to get your friend when you sense alone and beside that of course make you smarter than
ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you far more confidence because



you can know everything by the book. So , we need to make new experience in addition to knowledge with
this book.

Adam Mathews:

This Dark Shamans: Kanaima and the Poetics of Violent Death book is not really ordinary book, you have
after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is actually information inside
this reserve incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you
will get. This kind of Dark Shamans: Kanaima and the Poetics of Violent Death without we realize teach the
one who reading it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't end up being worry Dark Shamans:
Kanaima and the Poetics of Violent Death can bring once you are and not make your handbag space or
bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even telephone. This Dark
Shamans: Kanaima and the Poetics of Violent Death having excellent arrangement in word as well as layout,
so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Philip Nguyen:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the headline Dark Shamans:
Kanaima and the Poetics of Violent Death suitable to you? The particular book was written by well known
writer in this era. The book untitled Dark Shamans: Kanaima and the Poetics of Violent Deathis the one of
several books that everyone read now. That book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read
this reserve you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know just before. The author explained their
strategy in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to recognise the core of this book. This book
will give you a lots of information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world with
this book.

Maureen Smiley:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book might be option to fill your free time/
holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to
try out look for book, may be the guide untitled Dark Shamans: Kanaima and the Poetics of Violent Death
can be great book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.
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