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During the two centuries following European contact, the world of late
prehistoric Mississippian chiefdoms collapsed and Native communities there
fragmented, migrated, coalesced, and reorganized into new and often quite
different societies. The editors of this volume, Robbie Ethridge and Sheri M.
Shuck-Hall, argue that such a period and region of instability and regrouping
constituted a “shatter zone.”
 
In this anthology, archaeologists, ethnohistorians, and anthropologists analyze
the shatter zone created in the colonial South by examining the interactions of
American Indians and European colonists. The forces that destabilized the region
included especially the frenzied commercial traffic in Indian slaves conducted by
both Europeans and Indians, which decimated several southern Native
communities; the inherently fluid political and social organization of precontact
Mississippian chiefdoms; and the widespread epidemics that spread across the
South. Using examples from a range of Indian communities—Muskogee,
Catawba, Iroquois, Alabama, Coushatta, Shawnee, Choctaw, Westo, and
Natchez—the contributors assess the shatter zone region as a whole, and the
varied ways in which Native peoples wrestled with an increasingly unstable
world and worked to reestablish order.
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During the two centuries following European contact, the world of late prehistoric Mississippian chiefdoms
collapsed and Native communities there fragmented, migrated, coalesced, and reorganized into new and
often quite different societies. The editors of this volume, Robbie Ethridge and Sheri M. Shuck-Hall, argue
that such a period and region of instability and regrouping constituted a “shatter zone.”
 
In this anthology, archaeologists, ethnohistorians, and anthropologists analyze the shatter zone created in the
colonial South by examining the interactions of American Indians and European colonists. The forces that
destabilized the region included especially the frenzied commercial traffic in Indian slaves conducted by
both Europeans and Indians, which decimated several southern Native communities; the inherently fluid
political and social organization of precontact Mississippian chiefdoms; and the widespread epidemics that
spread across the South. Using examples from a range of Indian communities—Muskogee, Catawba,
Iroquois, Alabama, Coushatta, Shawnee, Choctaw, Westo, and Natchez—the contributors assess the shatter
zone region as a whole, and the varied ways in which Native peoples wrestled with an increasingly unstable
world and worked to reestablish order.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Editors Ethridge and Shuck-Hall have crafted a unique anthology on a little-studied subject: the very
specific cause-and-effect relationships of European contact with the Mississippian world of eastern North
America."—C. R. Kasee, Choice
(C. R. Kasee Choice 2010-08-01)

"This edited volume combines data from archaeology, anthropology, and history to provide one of the most
complete syntheses available of the impact of European colonization on Native people in the American
South."—Anthony Michal Krus, American Antiquity
(Anthony Michal Krus American Antiquity)

"This is an excellent snapshot of a welcome resurgence in sophisticated research on the pre- and early
colonial South."—Lynn A. Nelson, American Historical Review
(Lynn A. Nelson American Historical Review)

"How did the complex Mississippian societies of the American South become the decentralized Indian
societies of the eighteenth century? This volume's fifteen contributors answer that question anew by
employing the concept of a "shatter zone" to identify the causes of instability and map its effects in time and
place. Those achievements alone make Shatter Zone noteworthy."—Steven C. Hahn, Ethnohistory
(Steven C. Hahn Ethnohistory)

"Ethridge, through her introduction, has placed this history in dialogue with a diverse scholarship on
colonialism both in North American and elsewhere in the early modern world. Perhaps now this pivotal
period, no longer forgotten, will instead enjoy the wider scholarly interest that it deserves."—Joseph Hall,
Journal of Southern History
(Joseph Hall Journal of Southern History)

"Mapping the Mississippian Shatter Zone offers one of the most complete syntheses to date about
colonization's impact on Southeastern Native societies. . . . The shatter zone approach and the book's
multidisciplinary approach and multicausal view will offer scholars a useful guide to studying the
transformation of Native worlds well beyond the Southern colonial era."—S. Matthew DeSpain, Journal of
Anthropological Research
(S. Matthew DeSpain Journal of Anthropological Research)

About the Author

Robbie Ethridge, an associate professor of anthropology at the University of Mississippi, is the author of
Creek Country: The Creek Indians and Their World, 1796–1816. Sheri M. Shuck-Hall, an associate
professor of history at Christopher Newport University, is the author of Journey to the West: The Alabama
and Coushatta Indians.
 
Contributors: Robin Beck, Eric E. Bowne, Robbie Ethridge, Mary Elizabeth Fitts, William A. Fox, Patricia
Galloway, Charles L. Heath, Ned J. Jenkins, Matthew H. Jennings, Marvin D. Jeter, Paul Kelton, Maureen



Meyers, George Edward Milne, Randolph Noe, Sheri M. Shuck-Hall, Stephen Warren, and John E. Worth.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Laura Mason:

The book Mapping the Mississippian Shatter Zone: The Colonial Indian Slave Trade and Regional Instability
in the American South make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable a lot
more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem with your
subject. If you can make reading through a book Mapping the Mississippian Shatter Zone: The Colonial
Indian Slave Trade and Regional Instability in the American South to be your habit, you can get considerably
more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You
could know everything if you like open and read a reserve Mapping the Mississippian Shatter Zone: The
Colonial Indian Slave Trade and Regional Instability in the American South. Kinds of book are a lot of. It
means that, science publication or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this publication?

Thomas Schulz:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try to and must have the spare time or they will get lot of
stress from both way of life and work. So , if we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely
indeed. People is human not a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are there when the spare time
coming to you of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you try this one, reading textbooks. It can
be your alternative with spending your spare time, often the book you have read is definitely Mapping the
Mississippian Shatter Zone: The Colonial Indian Slave Trade and Regional Instability in the American
South.

Laura Rogers:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Mapping the Mississippian Shatter
Zone: The Colonial Indian Slave Trade and Regional Instability in the American South e-book written by
well-known writer who knows well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who else read the
book. Written inside good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate
your current hunger then you still hesitation Mapping the Mississippian Shatter Zone: The Colonial Indian
Slave Trade and Regional Instability in the American South as good book not only by the cover but also by
content. This is one book that can break don't ascertain book by its handle, so do you still needing yet
another sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already told you so why
you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Jerry Hull:

Is it you actually who having spare time after that spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Mapping the Mississippian
Shatter Zone: The Colonial Indian Slave Trade and Regional Instability in the American South can be the



answer, oh how comes? A book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your free time by reading in
this brand new era is common not a geek activity. So what these books have than the others?
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