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In Otherness in Hollywood Cinema, Michael Richardson argues that the
Hollywood system has been the only national cinema with the resources and
inclination to explore images of others through stories set in exotic and faraway
places. He traces many of the ways in which Hollywood has constructed
otherness, and discusses the extent to which those images have persisted and
conditioned today's understanding.

Hollywood was from the beginning teeming with people who had experienced
cultural displacement. Coaxing the finest talents from around the world and
needing to produce films with an almost universal appeal, Hollywood
confounded American insularity while simultaneously presenting a vision of
'America' to the world.

The book examines a range of genres from the perspective of otherness,
including the Western, film noir, and zombie movies. Films discussed include
Birth of a Nation, The New World, The Searchers, King Kong, Apocalypse Now,
Blade Runner, Jaws, and Dead Man. Erudite and highly informed, this is a
sweeping survey of how the American film industry has portrayed the foreign
and the exotic.
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In Otherness in Hollywood Cinema, Michael Richardson argues that the Hollywood system has been the
only national cinema with the resources and inclination to explore images of others through stories set in
exotic and faraway places. He traces many of the ways in which Hollywood has constructed otherness, and
discusses the extent to which those images have persisted and conditioned today's understanding.

Hollywood was from the beginning teeming with people who had experienced cultural displacement.
Coaxing the finest talents from around the world and needing to produce films with an almost universal
appeal, Hollywood confounded American insularity while simultaneously presenting a vision of 'America' to
the world.

The book examines a range of genres from the perspective of otherness, including the Western, film noir,
and zombie movies. Films discussed include Birth of a Nation, The New World, The Searchers, King Kong,
Apocalypse Now, Blade Runner, Jaws, and Dead Man. Erudite and highly informed, this is a sweeping
survey of how the American film industry has portrayed the foreign and the exotic.
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Editorial Review

Review

'Richardson's book is one for the film studies section of the library in schools, colleges, universities and
performing arts training institutions.'
(The Stage)

'The book is very easy reading. It's like having a chat with a friend who has been there and done that and
doesn't mind showing you the T shirt. It's equally readable by men and women - in fact I was persuaded to
read it by a man who said that he'd enjoyed it. Consider the book as an investment - it could well be the best
treat your relationships have had in a long time.'  (thebookbag.co.uk)

'Richardson’s book is one for the film studies section of the library in schools, colleges, universities and
performing arts training institutions.’
(Sanford Lakoff)

About the Author

Michael Richardson is Visiting Fellow (honorary) at Goldsmith's College, University of London. Hisresearch
interests focus on issues of representation and how they relate to the anthropological relation. He has
published widely, having edited a collection of writings of Georges Bataille on surrealism (The Absence of
Myth, Verso, 1991) and surrealism and the Caribbean (Refusal of the Shadow, Verso 1996), as well as
writing the single authored books George Bataille (Routledge, 1994), The Experience of Culture (Sage,
2001) and Surrealism and Cinema (Berg, 2006). From 2004-7, he was Visiting Professor in Cultural Studies
at Waseda University, Tokyo.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lucille Wood:

What do you think about book? It is just for students because they are still students or this for all people in
the world, what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that problem above. Every person
has different personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that
they don't would like do that. You must know how great and also important the book Otherness in
Hollywood Cinema. All type of book would you see on many options. You can look for the internet options
or other social media.

Antonia Wagner:

Is it anyone who having spare time after that spend it whole day through watching television programs or
just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Otherness in Hollywood Cinema can be the



reply, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your spare time by reading
in this brand-new era is common not a geek activity. So what these guides have than the others?

Donna Lacher:

Within this era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more valuable than
other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you must do
is just spending your time not much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of many books in
the top collection in your reading list is usually Otherness in Hollywood Cinema. This book and that is
qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking right up and
review this guide you can get many advantages.

Homer Simon:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our understanding for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we want. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year seemed to be
exactly added. This book Otherness in Hollywood Cinema was filled about science. Spend your time to add
your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading a book. If
you know how big selling point of a book, you can experience enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era
like today, many ways to get book which you wanted.
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