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In her pioneering book Hard Core, Linda Williams put moving-image
pornography on the map of contemporary scholarship with her analysis of the
most popular and enduring of all film and video genres. Now, fifteen years later,
she showcases the next generation of critical thinking about pornography and
signals new directions for study and teaching. Porn Studies resists the tendency
to situate pornography as the outer limit of what can be studied and discussed.
With revenues totaling between ten and fourteen billion dollars annually—more
than the combined revenues of professional football, basketball, and
baseball—visual, hard-core pornography is a central feature of American popular
culture. It is time, Williams contends, for scholars to recognize this and give
pornography a serious and extended analysis.

The essays in this volume move beyond feminist debates and distinctions
between a “good” erotica and a “bad” hard core. Contributors examine varieties
of pornography from the tradition of the soft-core pin-up through the
contemporary hard-core tradition of straight, gay, and lesbian videos and dvds to
the burgeoning phenomenon of pornography on the Internet. They explore, as
examples of the genre, individual works as divergent as The Starr Report, the
pirated Tommy Lee/Pamela Anderson honeymoon video, and explicit Japanese
“ladies’ comics” consumed by women. They also probe difficult issues such as
the sexualization of race and class and the relationship of pornography to the
avant-garde. To take pornography seriously as an object of analysis also means
teaching it. Porn Studies thus includes a useful annotated bibliography of
readings and archival sources important to the study of pornography as a cultural
form.

Contributors. Heather Butler, Rich Cante, Jake Gerli, Minette Hillyer, Nguyen
Tan Hoang, Despina Kakoudaki, Franklin Melendez, Ara Osterweil, Zabet
Patterson, Constance Penley, Angelo Restivo, Eric Schaefer, Michael Sicinski,
Deborah Shamoon, Maria St. John, Tom Waugh, Linda Williams
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In her pioneering book Hard Core, Linda Williams put moving-image pornography on the map of
contemporary scholarship with her analysis of the most popular and enduring of all film and video genres.
Now, fifteen years later, she showcases the next generation of critical thinking about pornography and
signals new directions for study and teaching. Porn Studies resists the tendency to situate pornography as the
outer limit of what can be studied and discussed. With revenues totaling between ten and fourteen billion
dollars annually—more than the combined revenues of professional football, basketball, and
baseball—visual, hard-core pornography is a central feature of American popular culture. It is time, Williams
contends, for scholars to recognize this and give pornography a serious and extended analysis.

The essays in this volume move beyond feminist debates and distinctions between a “good” erotica and a
“bad” hard core. Contributors examine varieties of pornography from the tradition of the soft-core pin-up
through the contemporary hard-core tradition of straight, gay, and lesbian videos and dvds to the burgeoning
phenomenon of pornography on the Internet. They explore, as examples of the genre, individual works as
divergent as The Starr Report, the pirated Tommy Lee/Pamela Anderson honeymoon video, and explicit
Japanese “ladies’ comics” consumed by women. They also probe difficult issues such as the sexualization of
race and class and the relationship of pornography to the avant-garde. To take pornography seriously as an
object of analysis also means teaching it. Porn Studies thus includes a useful annotated bibliography of
readings and archival sources important to the study of pornography as a cultural form.

Contributors. Heather Butler, Rich Cante, Jake Gerli, Minette Hillyer, Nguyen Tan Hoang, Despina
Kakoudaki, Franklin Melendez, Ara Osterweil, Zabet Patterson, Constance Penley, Angelo Restivo, Eric
Schaefer, Michael Sicinski, Deborah Shamoon, Maria St. John, Tom Waugh, Linda Williams
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Editorial Review

Review

“For more than a decade now, Linda Williams has been taking porn seriously. Her latest—Porn
Studies—does not disappoint. She succeeds, once again, in legitimizing porn as an essential topic for
academic study and provides a guide for teaching about it. For all those who want to know more about the
place of porn in American culture, this is refreshingly unabashed scholarship.”—-Susie Bright, author of
Mommy's Little Girl: On Sex, Motherhood, Porn, and Cherry Pie

“Thank God for Linda Williams! She is absolutely brilliant. I have learned an enormous amount from her
over the years. She boldly goes where few academics dare. Porn Studies is a smart, much needed, fascinating
book, which paves the way and sets the tone for future porn studies. This book boggles and blows my
mind.”—Annie Sprinkle, postmodern pornographer and sexologist

From the Back Cover
"For more than a decade now, Linda Williams has been taking porn seriously. Her latest--"Porn Studies--
"does not disappoint. She succeeds, once again, in legitimizing porn as an essential topic for academic study
and provides a guide for teaching about it. For all those who want to know more about the place of porn in
American culture, this is refreshingly unabashed scholarship."---Susie Bright, author of" Mommy's Little
Girl: On Sex, Motherhood, Porn, and Cherry Pie"

About the Author

Linda Williams is Professor of Film Studies and Rhetoric and Director of the Program in Film Studies and of
the Center for New Media at the University of California, Berkeley. Her books include Playing the Race
Card: Melodramas of Black and White from Uncle Tom to O. J. Simpson; Hard Core: Power, Pleasure, and
the “Frenzy of the Visible”; and Viewing Positions: Ways of Seeing Film.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Bennett Fox:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different
content. As it is known to us that book is very important for us. The book Porn Studies ended up being
making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It is extremely
advantages for you. The reserve Porn Studies is not only giving you far more new information but also to
become your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your
reserve. Try to make relationship while using book Porn Studies. You never really feel lose out for
everything should you read some books.



Ella Oxley:

This Porn Studies tend to be reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The main reason
of this Porn Studies can be one of the great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just
simple examining food but feed a person with information that maybe will shock your earlier knowledge.
This book is usually handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book
and printed kinds. Beside that this Porn Studies giving you an enormous of experience for example rich
vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that could it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it
and luxuriate in reading.

Louis Trent:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading
book therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of
new info. When you read a guide you will get new information since book is one of numerous ways to share
the information or perhaps their idea. Second, studying a book will make anyone more imaginative. When
you studying a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story
how the personas do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other people. When you read this
Porn Studies, you could tells your family, friends along with soon about yours book. Your knowledge can
inspire different ones, make them reading a e-book.

Patrick Leon:

Some people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt this when
they get a half areas of the book. You can choose typically the book Porn Studies to make your reading is
interesting. Your personal skill of reading skill is developing when you including reading. Try to choose
straightforward book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the impression about book and examining
especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to wide open a book and study it. Beside that the
publication Porn Studies can to be a newly purchased friend when you're experience alone and confuse in
doing what must you're doing of their time.
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