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The political and academic appropriation of the term queer over the last several
years has marked a shift in the study of sexuality from a focus on supposedly
essential categories as gay and lesbian to more fluid or queer notions of sexual
identity. Yet queer is a category still in the process of formation. In Queer
Theory, Annamarie Jagose provides a clear and concise explanation of queer
theory, tracing it as part of an intriguing history of same-sex love over the last
century.

Blending insights from prominent theorists such as Judith Butler and David
Halperin, Jagose argues that queer theory's challenge is to create new ways of
thinking, not only about fixed sexual identities such as heterosexual and
homosexual, but also about other supposedly essential notions such as sexuality
and gender and even man and woman.
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The political and academic appropriation of the term queer over the last several years has marked a shift in
the study of sexuality from a focus on supposedly essential categories as gay and lesbian to more fluid or
queer notions of sexual identity. Yet queer is a category still in the process of formation. In Queer Theory,
Annamarie Jagose provides a clear and concise explanation of queer theory, tracing it as part of an intriguing
history of same-sex love over the last century.

Blending insights from prominent theorists such as Judith Butler and David Halperin, Jagose argues that
queer theory's challenge is to create new ways of thinking, not only about fixed sexual identities such as
heterosexual and homosexual, but also about other supposedly essential notions such as sexuality and gender
and even man and woman.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Annamarie Jagose knows that queer theory did not spring full-blown from the head of any contemporary
theorist. It is the outcome of many different influences and sources, including the homophile movement, gay
liberation, and lesbian feminism. In pointing to the history of queer theory—a history that all too often is
ignored or elided—Jagose performs a valuable service."

-Henry Abelove,co-editor of The Lesbian and Gay Studies Reader

From the Back Cover
In Queer Theory: An Introduction, Annamarie Jagose provides a clear and concise explanation of queer
theory, tracing it as part of an intriguing history of same-sex love over the last century, from mid-century
homophile movements to gay liberation, the women's movement and lesbian feminism, to the re-
appropriation of the term "queer". Carefully interrogating the arguments of supporters and opponents of
queer theory, Jagose suggests that its strength lies in its questioning of the very idea of sexual identities.
Blending insights from prominent queer theorists such as Judith Butler and David Halperin, Jagose argues
that queer theory's challenge is to create new ways of thinking, not only about fixed sexual identities such as
heterosexual and homosexual, but also about other supposedly essential notions such as "sexuality" and
"gender" and even "man" and "woman".

About the Author

Annamarie Jagose is Senior Lecturer in the Department of English at the University of Melbourne, and the
author of Lesbian Utopics. Her novel In Translation won the PEN Award for Best First Fiction in 1994.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Frank Hegarty:

The book Queer Theory: An Introduction can give more knowledge and information about everything you
want. Why must we leave the great thing like a book Queer Theory: An Introduction? A number of you have
a different opinion about publication. But one aim that will book can give many information for us. It is
absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for
that, you could give for each other; you may share all of these. Book Queer Theory: An Introduction has
simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and large function for you. You can appear the enormous
world by open and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Austin Lawrence:

Here thing why this Queer Theory: An Introduction are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all
reading through a book is good but it depends in the content of it which is the content is as yummy as food or
not. Queer Theory: An Introduction giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find



any reserve out there but there is no book that similar with Queer Theory: An Introduction. It gives you thrill
studying journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is maybe
can be happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your
means home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of Queer
Theory: An Introduction in e-book can be your alternate.

Randy Johnson:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always aim to and must have the free time or they will get large
amount of stress from both way of life and work. So , when we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do you possess
when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you try this one,
reading textbooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the actual book you have read is
actually Queer Theory: An Introduction.

Carl Vincent:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its deal with may
doesn't work this is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the
outside look likes. Maybe you answer can be Queer Theory: An Introduction why because the wonderful
cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is
definitely fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly make suggestions to pick
up this book.
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