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Van den Toorn and McGinness take a fresh look at the dynamics of Stravinsky's
musical style from a variety of analytical, critical and aesthetic angles. Starting
with processes of juxtaposition and stratification, the book offers an in-depth
analysis of works such as The Rite of Spring, Les Noces and Renard.
Characteristic features of style, melody and harmony are traced to rhythmic
forces, including those of metrical displacement. Along with Stravinsky's
formalist aesthetics, the strict performing style he favoured is also traced to
rhythmic factors, thus reversing the direction of the traditional causal
relationship. Here, aesthetic belief and performance practice are seen as flowing
directly from the musical invention. The book provides a counter-argument to the
criticism and aesthetics of T. W. Adorno and Richard Taruskin, and will appeal
to composers, critics and performers as well as scholars of Stravinsky's music.
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Van den Toorn and McGinness take a fresh look at the dynamics of Stravinsky's musical style from a variety
of analytical, critical and aesthetic angles. Starting with processes of juxtaposition and stratification, the book
offers an in-depth analysis of works such as The Rite of Spring, Les Noces and Renard. Characteristic
features of style, melody and harmony are traced to rhythmic forces, including those of metrical
displacement. Along with Stravinsky's formalist aesthetics, the strict performing style he favoured is also
traced to rhythmic factors, thus reversing the direction of the traditional causal relationship. Here, aesthetic
belief and performance practice are seen as flowing directly from the musical invention. The book provides a
counter-argument to the criticism and aesthetics of T. W. Adorno and Richard Taruskin, and will appeal to
composers, critics and performers as well as scholars of Stravinsky's music.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Van den Toorn and McGinness trace the path of their study from the "repetitive patterns, layered structures,
and modal harmonies of Stravinsky's Russian-period" by means of major elite compositions, such as Les
Noces, Symphony of Pslams, and Three Pieces for String Quartet along with populist elements in les Noces
and The Soldier's Tale.  --Choice

About the Author
Pieter C. van den Toorn is Professor of Music at the University of California, Santa Barbara. He is the author
of The Music of Igor Stravinsky (1983), Stravinsky and The Rite of Spring (1987) and Music, Politics, and
the Academy (1995). Stravinsky and The Rite of Spring won the Deems Taylor Award (1989) and the
Outstanding Publication Award of the Society for Music Theory (1990).

John McGinness is an Associate Professor of Music Theory at the Crane School of Music, State University
of New York, Potsdam. His essays and articles on topics including the music of Debussy, Stravinsky and
Ives have appeared in Musical Quarterly, Music Theory Spectrum and Cahiers Debussy, among other
publications. As a pianist specializing in contemporary music, he has premiered over twenty-five new works
and has recorded for CRS and Radio Nederland.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Robert Tyson:

The book untitled Stravinsky and the Russian Period: Sound and Legacy of a Musical Idiom (Music since
1900) contain a lot of information on the item. The writer explains the woman idea with easy method. The
language is very straightforward all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read that. The
book was written by famous author. The author will take you in the new era of literary works. It is possible
to read this book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book in
anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open their official web-site
and order it. Have a nice go through.

Paul McKinney:

Beside this kind of Stravinsky and the Russian Period: Sound and Legacy of a Musical Idiom (Music since
1900) in your phone, it can give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or data. The information and
the knowledge you can got here is fresh through the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an
outdated people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have Stravinsky and the Russian Period: Sound and
Legacy of a Musical Idiom (Music since 1900) because this book offers to you personally readable
information. Do you oftentimes have book but you would not get what it's interesting features of. Oh come
on, that will not happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable,
just like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss that? Find this book in addition to read it
from currently!



John Casale:

Is it an individual who having spare time and then spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Stravinsky and the Russian
Period: Sound and Legacy of a Musical Idiom (Music since 1900) can be the response, oh how comes? A
book you know. You are so out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this completely new era is
common not a nerd activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?

Bernice Smith:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many concern for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes reading, not only science book but novel and Stravinsky and the Russian Period: Sound and
Legacy of a Musical Idiom (Music since 1900) or others sources were given know-how for you. After you
know how the fantastic a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher
or even students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to bring their knowledge. In various other case,
beside science book, any other book likes Stravinsky and the Russian Period: Sound and Legacy of a
Musical Idiom (Music since 1900) to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book
like this one.
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