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A Voice from Elsewhere represents one of Maurice Blanchot's most important
reflections on the enigma and secret of "literature." The essays here bear down on
the necessity and impossibility of witnessing what literature transmits, and--like
Beckett and Kafka--on what one might call the "default" of language, the tenuous
border that binds writing and silence to each other. In addition to considerations
of Rene Char, Paul Celan, and Michel Foucault, Blanchot offers a sustained
encounter with the poems of Louis-Rene des Forets and, throughout, a unique
and important concentration on music--on the lyre and the lyric, meter and
measure--which poetry in particular brings before us.
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Editorial Review

Review
This welcome new volume, beautifully translated, is an essential addition to our library of Blanchot in
English. Lydia Davis
Maurice Blanchot devoted himself to what Henry James called the strangeness in the strangeness. A Voice
from Elsewhere speaks of what is irreducibly strange in poetry and philosophy in a language of calm
simplicity. These mostly late pieces by a writer and thinker of the first rank are as piercing as they are deeply
moving. Kevin Hart
And if the voice from elsewhere was the poet s voice? It is this hypothesis Blanchot tests with obstinate rigor
in this book. Such a language is essentially prophetic, but only in the sense that [i]t indicates the future,
because it does not yet speak: finding its meaning and legitimacy only ahead of itself. This is luminous
Blanchot, rendered luminously by Charlotte Mandell, his best, most elegantly literate translator. Pierre Joris
Here is a volume of Maurice Blanchot s commentaries on poems by Louis-Rene des Forets, Rene Char, and
Paul Celan, together with his celebrated account of Michel Foucault s uvre. In each case Blanchot finds
himself obsessed by a voice from elsewhere a voice that is at once intimate, wordless, and uninhabited: la
voix de personne, no-one s voice. These commentaries, superbly translated by Charlotte Mandell, are
themselves constituted by this voice, a pure reverberation that readers of Blanchot s writings will not have
forgotten. They will say: so here he is, if he ever was. Gerald L. Bruns"

"This welcome new volume, beautifully translated, is an essential addition to our library of Blanchot in
English." -- Lydia Davis
"Maurice Blanchot devoted himself to what Henry James called 'the strangeness in the strangeness.' A Voice
from Elsewhere speaks of what is irreducibly strange in poetry and philosophy in a language of calm
simplicity. These mostly late pieces by a writer and thinker of the first rank are as piercing as they are deeply
moving." -- Kevin Hart
"And if the voice from elsewhere was the poet's voice? It is this hypothesis Blanchot tests 'with obstinate
rigor' in this book. Such a language is essentially prophetic, but only in the sense that '[i]t indicates the
future, because it does not yet speak: ... finding its meaning and legitimacy only ahead of itself.' This is
luminous Blanchot, rendered luminously by Charlotte Mandell, his best, most elegantly literate translator." --
Pierre Joris
"Here is a volume of Maurice Blanchot's commentaries on poems by Louis-Rene des Forets, Rene Char, and
Paul Celan, together with his celebrated account of Michel Foucault's oeuvre. In each case Blanchot finds
himself obsessed by 'a voice from elsewhere'--a voice that is at once intimate, wordless, and uninhabited: la
voix de personne, no-one's voice. These commentaries, superbly translated by Charlotte Mandell, are
themselves constituted by this voice, a pure reverberation that readers of Blanchot's writings will not have
forgotten. They will say: so here he is, if he ever was." ? Gerald L. Bruns

From the Back Cover
A Voice from Elsewhere represents one of Maurice Blanchot's most important reflections on the enigma and
secret of "literature." The essays here bear down on the necessity and impossibility of witnessing what
literature transmits, and--like Beckett and Kafka--on what one might call the "default" of language, the
tenuous border that binds writing and silence to each other. In addition to considerations of René Char, Paul
Celan, and Michel Foucault, Blanchot offers a sustained encounter with the poems of Louis-René des Forêts
and, throughout, a unique and important concentration on music--on the lyre and the lyric, meter and
measure--which poetry in particular brings before us.



"This welcome new volume, beautifully translated, is an essential addition to our library of Blanchot in
English." -- Lydia Davis

"Maurice Blanchot devoted himself to what Henry James called `the strangeness in the strangeness.' A Voice
from Elsewhere speaks of what is irreducibly strange in poetry and philosophy in a language of calm
simplicity. These mostly late pieces by a writer and thinker of the first rank are as piercing as they are deeply
moving." -- Kevin Hart

"And if the voice from elsewhere was the poet's voice? It is this hypothesis Blanchot tests `with obstinate
rigor' in this book. Such a language is essentially prophetic, but only in the sense that `[i]t indicates the
future, because it does not yet speak: ... finding its meaning and legitimacy only ahead of itself.' This is
luminous Blanchot, rendered luminously by Charlotte Mandell, his best, most elegantly literate translator." --
Pierre Joris

"Here is a volume of Maurice Blanchot's commentaries on poems by Louis-René des Forêts, René Char, and
Paul Celan, together with his celebrated account of Michel Foucault's aeuvre. In each case Blanchot finds
himself obsessed by `a voice from elsewhere'--a voice that is at once intimate, wordless, and uninhabited: la
voix de personne, no-one's voice. These commentaries, superbly translated by Charlotte Mandell, are
themselves constituted by this voice, a pure reverberation that readers of Blanchot's writings will not have
forgotten. They will say: so here he is, if he ever was." ? Gerald L. Bruns

About the Author

Maurice Blanchot (1907-2003) was one of the most important figures in twentieth-century literary and
philosophical thought.

Charlotte Mandell is the translator of many books, including Blanchot's Faux Pas, which was awarded the
Aldo and Jeanne Scaglione Prize for Translation of a Scholarly Study of Literature by the Modern Language
Association.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Nicolas Jones:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take a move,
shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or maybe read a book called A Voice from
Elsewhere (Suny Series, Insinuations Philosophy, Psychoanalysis, Literature)? Maybe it is to become best
activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you
can better than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have other opinion?

Bess Cook:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to choose book
like comic, limited story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not hoping A Voice from Elsewhere
(Suny Series, Insinuations Philosophy, Psychoanalysis, Literature) that give your fun preference will be
satisfied by reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the method for people to



know world considerably better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be stated constantly
that reading routine only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So ,
for all you who want to start studying as your good habit, you could pick A Voice from Elsewhere (Suny
Series, Insinuations Philosophy, Psychoanalysis, Literature) become your current starter.

Evelyn Nay:

In this particular era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more precious
than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you must do
is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of several books in
the top checklist in your reading list will be A Voice from Elsewhere (Suny Series, Insinuations Philosophy,
Psychoanalysis, Literature). This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in
getting precious person. By looking upward and review this publication you can get many advantages.

Cindy Mattis:

As a scholar exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library as well as
to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's internal or
real their leisure activity. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring along with
can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important in your case.
As we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this A Voice from Elsewhere (Suny Series, Insinuations Philosophy,
Psychoanalysis, Literature) can make you really feel more interested to read.
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