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Before Black Swan, there was Ballerina: Edward Stewart’s acclaimed novel
that follows two young women into the cutthroat world of professional dance

Stephanie Lang and Christine Avery meet in ballet school. Although they share
the same dream—to become great dancers—they could not be more different.
Ballet isin Stephanie’ s blood; her mother, Anna, is aformer dancer who livesto
see her daughter achieve the fame she herself never attained. Christine haslived a
sheltered life, securein the love of her family. But her privileged upbringing
concedls a devastating secret.

Two teenage dancers, one chance to make it. From the thrill and terror of
auditions through years of meticulous training to landing a coveted spot in a
professional company, Stephanie and Christine relentlessly pursue their
ambitions. Asthey give their al to dance, they become inseparable—until they
aretorn apart by their passion for the same man, a brilliant Russian dancer whose
seductive, mercurial temperament will have unforeseen consequences for them
all.
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Before Black Swan, there was Ballerina: Edward Stewart’s acclaimed novel that follows two young
women into the cutthroat world of professional dance

Stephanie Lang and Christine Avery meet in ballet school. Although they share the same dream—to become
great dancers—they could not be more different. Ballet isin Stephanie’s blood; her mother, Anna, isa
former dancer who lives to see her daughter achieve the fame she herself never attained. Christine haslived a
sheltered life, secure in the love of her family. But her privileged upbringing conceals a devastating secret.

Two teenage dancers, one chance to make it. From the thrill and terror of auditions through years of
meticulous training to landing a coveted spot in a professional company, Stephanie and Christine relentlessly
pursue their ambitions. Asthey give their al to dance, they become inseparable—until they are torn apart by
their passion for the same man, a brilliant Russian dancer whose seductive, mercurial temperament will have
unforeseen consequences for them all.
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Editorial Review
Review

“What makes this book special is the evocation of that magic world [of dance], which Edward Stewart has
brought to life in scrupulous detail. They are hypnotic, these obsessed people who must give up everything
for their work or else drop out. But if the priceis high for them, the rewards are higher.” —The New York
Times

“Ballerina expertly peels away layers of make-up and tulle. . . . It tellsa deft and racy tale.” —Los Angeles
Times

“Ballerina bears the same relationship to the world of dance as The Godfather doesto the Méfia. . . . Slick
and compelling.” —The Boston Globe

“The quintessential ballet novel, long overdue. . . Fun, bitchy, gossipy, and, finally, dead seriousin its
understanding of what being in ballet is all about.” —Publishers Weekly

About the Author

Edward Stewart (1938-1996) grew up in New Y ork City and Cuba. He was educated at Phillips Exeter
Academy and at Harvard, where he edited the famed Lampoon humor magazine. He studied music in Paris
with Nadia Boulanger, and worked as a composer and arranger before launching his career as awriter. His
first novel, Orpheus on Top, was published in 1966. He wrote thirteen more novels, including the bestselling
Vince Cardozo thrillers Privileged Lives, Jury Double, Mortal Grace, and Deadly Rich.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Emily Walker:

Book is actually written, printed, or highlighted for everything. Y ou can know everything you want by ae-
book. Book has a different type. Asyou may know that book isimportant factor to bring us around the
world. Beside that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A publication Ballerina: A Novel will make
you to be smarter. Y ou can feel alot more confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you
think this open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they are often
thought like that? Have you searching for best book or appropriate book with you?

L awrence Howe:

Isit anyone who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Ballerina: A Novel can be the
solution, oh how comes? The new book you know. Y ou are therefore out of date, spending your extratime



by reading in this brand new erais common not a nerd activity. So what these guides have than the others?

Shaun Sae:

Aswe know that book is significant thing to add our understanding for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything you want. A book isa pair of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year had been
exactly added. This e-book Ballerina: A Novel was filled regarding science. Spend your free timeto add
your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading the book.
If you know how big good thing about a book, you can really feel enjoy to read areserve. In the modern era
like at this point, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.

Henry Stanton:

Publication is one of source of knowledge. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen want book to know the up-date information of year to be able to year. As we know
those guides have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, could also bring usto around the
world. From the book Ballerina: A Novel we can take more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To
be creative person must choose to read a book. Merely choose the best book that acceptable with your aim.
Don't possibly be doubt to change your life by this book Ballerina: A Novel. Y ou can more inviting than
NOwW.
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