IBIG
S0 IR TCTC T

Charles Tilly

Big Structures, Large Processes, Huge
Comparisons

By Charles Tilly

Read Online ©

Big Structures, L arge Processes, Huge Comparisons By Charles Tilly

Thisbold and lively essay is one of those rarest of intellectual achievements, a
big small book. In its short length are condensed enormous erudition and
impressive analytical scope. With verve and self-assurance, it addresses a broad,
central question: How can we improve our understanding of the large-scale
processes and structures that transformed the world of the nineteenth century and
are transforming our world today?

Tilly contends that twentieth-century social theories have been encumbered by a
nineteenth century heritage of “ pernicious postulates.” He subjects each
misleading belief to rigorous criticism, challenging many standard social science
paradigms and methodol ogies. As an alternative to those timeless, placeless
models of social change and organization, Tilly argues convincingly for a
program of concrete, historically grounded analysis and systematic comparison.

To illustrate the strategies available for such research, Tilly assesses the works of
several major practitioners of comparative historical analysis, making skillful use
of this selective review to offer his own speculative, often unconventional
accounts of our recent past.

Historically oriented socia scientists will welcome this provocative essay and its
wide-ranging agenda for comparative historical research. Other social scientists,
their graduate and undergraduate students, and even the interested general reader
will find this new work by a major scholar stimulating and eminently readable.

Thisisthe second of five volumes commissioned by the Russell Sage Foundation
to mark its seventy-fifth anniversary.

"In this short, brilliant book Tilly suggests away to think about theories of
historical social change....This book should find attentive readers both in
undergraduate courses and in graduate seminars. It should also find appreciative
readers, for Tilly isawriter aswell asascholar." —Choice
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length are condensed enormous erudition and impressive analytical scope. With verve and self-assurance, it
addresses a broad, central question: How can we improve our understanding of the large-scal e processes and
structures that transformed the world of the nineteenth century and are transforming our world today?

Tilly contends that twentieth-century social theories have been encumbered by a nineteenth century heritage
of “pernicious postulates.” He subjects each misleading belief to rigorous criticism, challenging many
standard social science paradigms and methodologies. As an alternative to those timeless, placeless models
of socia change and organization, Tilly argues convincingly for a program of concrete, historically grounded
analysis and systematic comparison.

To illustrate the strategies available for such research, Tilly assesses the works of several major practitioners
of comparative historical analysis, making skillful use of this selective review to offer his own speculative,
often unconventional accounts of our recent past.

Historically oriented socia scientists will welcome this provocative essay and its wide-ranging agenda for
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Editorial Review

About the Author

CHARLESTILLY isat the New School for Social Research.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Floyd Goshorn:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also become alife style. This reading routine give you lot
of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the
book that improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of book you
read, if you want have more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want feel happy read one
with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Often the Big Structures, Large Processes, Huge
Comparisonsiskind of reserve which is giving the reader erratic experience.

George Carter:

This Big Structures, Large Processes, Huge Comparisons are generally reliable for you who want to be
considered a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Big Structures, Large Processes, Huge
Comparisons can be one of the great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple
examining food but feed a person with information that maybe will shock your preceding knowledge. This
book is actually handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book and
printed people. Beside that this Big Structures, Large Processes, Huge Comparisons giving you an enormous
of experience such asrich vocabulary, giving you tria run of critical thinking that we know it useful in your
day pastime. So, let'shaveit and revel in reading.

Wilma Baca:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the title Big Structures,
Large Processes, Huge Comparisons suitable to you? The particular book was written by popular writer in
this era. The book untitled Big Structures, Large Processes, Huge Comparisonsis the one of several books
that everyone read now. This particular book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you
read this publication you will enter the new age that you ever know previous to. The author explained their
thought in the simple way, so all of people can easily to understand the core of this publication. This book
will give you agreat deal of information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world
in this particular book.



Philip Nguyen:

That book can make you to fedl relax. Thisbook Big Structures, Large Processes, Huge Comparisons was
multi-colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Big Structures, Large
Processes, Huge Comparisons has many kinds or style. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto
or Private eye Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are
make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs
and try to like reading that.
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