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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
A high school football player struggles with alcohol dependency and ends up at a rehab school for teenagers.
Ages 12-up. (Aug.) r
Copyright 1998 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From School Library Journal
Grade 8 Up?Chris Serbo, a senior, is an outside linebacker for the Valley View High School Dragons. He is
also an alcoholic. His first-person story is revealed in two ways. Before each chapter, a brief italicized
account tells what's going on in the present as Chris grapples with the Twelve Steps and, after football
season is over, tries to finish high school at a rehabilitation facility that he's been forced to enter. In the main
body of the novel, the troubled teen recounts his championship season with the Dragons, along with the
downward spiral his personal life took due to his drinking. Cheripko portrays a young man whose mother
died when he was five and whose absentee, career-military father is a drunk. Chris's two main pleasures,
football and partying, are intimately detailed in the story. While the signs of dependency are all around
him?falling grades, lies, losing friends?Chris remains firmly in a state of denial. Only toward the very end of
the book does he show that he might be ready to face up to his problems. While the locker-room lingo and
dialogue are presented in a mild manner, the author doesn't hold back in describing Chris's stupefying
behavior during his weekend binges. A frank account of an at-risk teen fighting for his life.?Tom S. Hurlburt,
La Crosse Public Library, WI
Copyright 1996 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Kirkus Reviews
In Cheripko's first novel, a high school senior stubbornly refuses to acknowledge that he's an alcoholic. All
the signs are there: Christopher Serbo's grades are plunging, his girlfriend has called it quits, and home life
with his aunt is a series of battles and deceptions. He's constantly angry and depressed, feeling out of control
and unable to change. Only on the football field does Christopher find relief, and even there, as his team
marches through its first undefeated season, the new coach presses him relentlessly. Christopher describes
his episodes of drunkenness with brutal precision, becoming an embarrassing, pathetic figure. When his
drinking becomes an open secret, his coach and a concerned teacher work out a deal that allows Christopher
to finish the season and report immediately to a full-time rehabilitation program. Cheripko gives readers a
glimpse of the new school's tough love approach that enables Christopher to admit that he has a problem,
embark on a 12-step program, and realize that he does have the courage to help himself. If the plotting is a
bit shaky--Christopher heals from a vicious beating with miraculous speed, and a deathbed scene with Aunt
Catherine melodramatically ties up a loose end--Christopher's behavior, and the reasons for it, are laid out
clearly enough, and the point that rules unjustly bend sometimes for a successful athlete is well taken.
(Fiction. 12-15) -- Copyright ©1996, Kirkus Associates, LP. All rights reserved.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jerold Richards:

This Imitate the Tiger are usually reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The
explanation of this Imitate the Tiger can be on the list of great books you must have is definitely giving you



more than just simple examining food but feed you with information that possibly will shock your earlier
knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions
both in e-book and printed people. Beside that this Imitate the Tiger forcing you to have an enormous of
experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day
action. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Gregg Spencer:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can share
their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their reader with their story
or even their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the guides. But also they write about the
information about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your young ones, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors these days always try to
improve their talent in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write with their book. One of
them is this Imitate the Tiger.

Betty Perez:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book particularly book entitled
Imitate the Tiger your brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe
unknown for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a e-book
then become one contact form conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get ahead of. The
Imitate the Tiger giving you an additional experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you
useful details for your better life on this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern this is your body
and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try
this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Wendell Holloway:

This Imitate the Tiger is great book for you because the content and that is full of information for you who
always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. That book reveal it data accurately using
great plan word or we can state no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have
whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but tricky core information with
splendid delivering sentences. Having Imitate the Tiger in your hand like finding the world in your arm, data
in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no reserve that offer you world in ten or fifteen tiny
right but this publication already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. stressful
do you still doubt that will?
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