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Why do people feel loyalty to a nation, as well as to family, region, class, and
religion? When is a healthy sense of national identity transformed into virulent
nationalism? What are the ethnic roots of so many contemporary conflicts? Can
nations be created by design when colonial or multiethnic empires collapse? And
what, exactly, is a nation? Such controversial questions are analysed in this
stimulating new text. Smith asks why the first modern nation-states developed in
the West and considers how ethnic origins, religion, language, and shared
symbols provide a sense of nation-even to the Basques, Kurds, and Tamils who
are without states of their own. He illuminates his argument with a wealth of
detailed examples: the divisions in the former Soviet Union, ethnic separatism
within Europes, pan-Arab and pan-African movements, the successes and
failures of nation-building on every continent. Throughout National Identity
Smith stresses the positive as well as the pernicious aspects of strong national
allegiances. A provocative final chapter considers the prospects of a post-national
world. This will be of particular interest to ethnographers, students of
international studies, historical sociologists, and political scientists.
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Why do people feel loyalty to a nation, as well as to family, region, class, and religion? When is a healthy
sense of national identity transformed into virulent nationalism? What are the ethnic roots of so many
contemporary conflicts? Can nations be created by design when colonial or multiethnic empires collapse?
And what, exactly, is a nation? Such controversial questions are analysed in this stimulating new text. Smith
asks why the first modern nation-states developed in the West and considers how ethnic origins, religion,
language, and shared symbols provide a sense of nation-even to the Basques, Kurds, and Tamils who are
without states of their own. He illuminates his argument with a wealth of detailed examples: the divisions in
the former Soviet Union, ethnic separatism within Europes, pan-Arab and pan-African movements, the
successes and failures of nation-building on every continent. Throughout National Identity Smith stresses the
positive as well as the pernicious aspects of strong national allegiances. A provocative final chapter
considers the prospects of a post-national world. This will be of particular interest to ethnographers, students
of international studies, historical sociologists, and political scientists.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Timothy King:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire all their reader with their story
or their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the books. But also they write about the ability about
something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or daughters,
there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve their ability in
writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to the book. One of them is this National
Identity (Ethnonationalism Comparative Perspective).

Karen Schanz:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family or
their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or playing
video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read some
sort of book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent 24 hours
a day to reading a publication. The book National Identity (Ethnonationalism Comparative Perspective) it
doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. These people were
enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy the
actual e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not too costly but this
book has high quality.

Rita Merritt:

With this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more valuable
than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you
must do is just spending your time not much but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of several
books in the top collection in your reading list is actually National Identity (Ethnonationalism Comparative
Perspective). This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in getting
precious person. By looking upward and review this e-book you can get many advantages.

Maria Peterson:

Some individuals said that they feel bored when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt it when they get



a half regions of the book. You can choose typically the book National Identity (Ethnonationalism
Comparative Perspective) to make your reading is interesting. Your skill of reading expertise is developing
when you similar to reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle
the idea about book and reading especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to open up a book and
study it. Beside that the guide National Identity (Ethnonationalism Comparative Perspective) can to be your
brand new friend when you're experience alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of that time.
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