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With grace and insight, celebrated writer bell hooks untangles the complex
personae of women writers. Born and raised in the rural South, hooks learned
early the power of the written word and the importance of speaking her mind.
Her passion for words is the heartbeat of this collection of essays. Remembered
Rapture celebrates literacy, the joys of reading and writing, and the lasting power
of the book. Once again, these essays reveal bell hooks's wide-ranging
intellectual scope; sheisauniversal writer addressing readers and writers
everywhere.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review

African American women writers, being both black and female, face challenges that the rest of us might
never have even considered. While this essay collection is ultimately a celebration of the writing life and of
the writers author bell hooks (who signs her name with lower-case letters) cites asinspirational, it also
illuminates the issues she and other black women writers have to contend with in their careers. Hooks has
been criticized for, among other things, being incredibly prolific (she has been called "the Joyce Carol Oates
of black feminist writing") and for her scope: "Black writers," says hooks, "aways have difficulty gaining
recognition for a body of work if anything we do is eclectic." Though hooks does take her critics to task, she
is more concerned with confronting a system that seems determined to work against black women--and other
minority--writers. Sheis critical of publishers for throwing the largest advances and promotional efforts at
white male authors. She complains that "when writers from marginalized groups do work that istruly
marvelous,” the literary establishment is likely to see that work as a""rare exception.” And she even rails
against black women writers themselves, saying that "Nothing diminishes our effortsto gain a greater
hearing for nonfiction by black women more than the severe dismissals of thiswork by black women."

Autobiography is one form of writing that hooks feels is particularly difficult for black women writers, most
of whom come from families that never previously "had to think about whether arelative would write
something about their lives." In fact, she says, autobiographical writing is troublesome for writers who do
not "come from class backgrounds where there are rituals of public confession like psychoanaysis." Asa
child, says hooks, "talking openly outside the family about any aspect of family life was considered aform of
treason." Now, though her family is proud of her and pleased that she has not forsaken her origins, she says,
"writing about my life has created an emotiona distance between me and my parents. An intimacy we once
shared isgone." --Jane Steinberg

From Publishers Weekly

The 22 essaysin cultural and literary critic hooks's 17th book were written over a period of 20 years and
loosely trace her decision to become awriter and her metamorphosis into an academic. Together, they
constitute a mixture of intellectual autobiography and manifesto on the proper living of awriter'slife.
Although in some essays hooks ruminates on her childhood in a working-class Southern black family, many
others read like transcripts of lectures for college coursesin American literature (hooks has taught at Y ale,
Oberlin, and the City College of New Y ork), complete with suggested readings. She frequently analyzes her
own work alongside the writing of Toni Morrison, Emily Dickinson, Lorraine Hansberry and Jamaica
Kincaid. (According to hooks, Kincaid is taken more seriously by "mainstream" critics because sheis not
African American and because "writing by black writers who are not African-Americans tends to be seen as
always more literary and therefore more valuable.") Some of the essays deal with the "politics" of
publishing, the duplicity and rancorousness of academe and envy within the ranks of black writers. As
always, hooks emphasi zes the importance of personal and political identity to writing. Her proseis clear and
she presents her arguments with a confident passion. If her politics are predictable, hooks infuses the best of
these essays with a personal tone that sheds warm light on this one particular writer's writing life.

Copyright 1998 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal

In these impassioned essays, prolific writer hooks offers the process and politics of writing with her
examinaton of memoir, autobiography, diary writing, and poetry. At the outset she takes issue with critics
who contend she writes too much, arguing that, as yet, "no woman has written enough." She goes on to focus



primarily on black female writers, showing support for those who are not published and still developing their
skills. She writes of spirituality, the feminist movement, and women's studies as keys to her successasa
writer and critical thinker. Finally, hooks pays tribute to her literary influences: Emily Dickinson (as she did
in Wounds of Passion, LJ 10/1/97), Zora Nea e Hurston, Toni Morrison, and Lorraine Hansberry. This
serious look at writing by women remarkably captures their essence. Recommended for academic and
literary collections.?Ann Burns, "Library Journal"

Copyright 1998 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Bobby Morrison:

Now aday individuals who Living in the erajust where everything reachable by interact with the internet
and the resources inside it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each info they get. How alot
more to be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Reading a
book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specifically this remembered rapture: the writer at
work book because book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred
per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may aready know.

Mary Parker:

The e-book untitled remembered rapture; the writer at work is the reserve that recommended to you to learn.
Y ou can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to a person. The language that publisher use
to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The copy writer was did alot of analysis when write the
book, hence the information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. Y ou also can get the e-
book of remembered rapture: the writer at work from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Mary Clement:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or all
their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic from the
park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you fedl it? Do you want to something different to fill
your free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book might be option to fill your no cost time/ holiday. The first
thing you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to try look for book,
may be the publication untitled remembered rapture: the writer at work can be fine book to read. May be it
can be best activity to you.

Scott Schiller:

Aswe know that book isimportant thing to add our understanding for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we wish. A book is arange of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year had

been exactly added. This guide remembered rapture: the writer at work was filled about science. Spend your
extratime to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has several feel when



they reading a book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can feel enjoy to read a publication. In
the modern eralike now, many ways to get book you wanted.
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