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This anthology of Chinese women'’s poetry in trandation brings together
representative selections from the work of some 130 poets from the Han dynasty
to the early twentieth century. To measure the development of Chinese women’'s
poetry, one must take into account not only the poems but also the prose
writings?prefaces, biographies, theoretical tracts?that framed them and attempted
to shape women’ swriting as a distinct category of literature. To this end, the
anthology contains an extended section of criticism by and about women writers.
These poets include empresses, imperial concubines, courtesans, grandmothers,
recluses, Buddhist nuns, widows, painters, farm wives, revolutionaries, and
adolescent girls thought to be incarnate immortals. Some women wrote out of
isolation and despair, finding in words a mastery that otherwise eluded them.
Others were recruited into poetry by family members, friends, or sympathetic
mal e advocates. Some dwelt on intimate family matters and cast their poems as
addresses to hushands and sons at large in the wide world of men’s affairs. Each
woman had her own reasons for poetry and her own ways of appropriating, and
often changing, the conventions of both men’s and women’s verse.

The primary purpose of this anthology isto put before the English-speaking
reader evidence of the poetic talent that flourished, against all odds, among
women in premodern China. It is also designed to spur reflection among
specialistsin Chinese poetry, inspiring new perspectives on both the Chinese
poetic tradition and the canon of female poets within that tradition. This partial
history both connects with and departs from the established patterns for women’s
writing in the West, thus complementing current discussions of “feminine
writing.”
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This anthology of Chinese women'’s poetry in translation brings together representative selections from the
work of some 130 poets from the Han dynasty to the early twentieth century. To measure the devel opment of
Chinese women'’ s poetry, one must take into account not only the poems but also the prose
writings?prefaces, biographies, theoretical tracts?that framed them and attempted to shape women’ s writing
asadistinct category of literature. To this end, the anthology contains an extended section of criticism by
and about women writers.

These poets include empresses, imperial concubines, courtesans, grandmothers, recluses, Buddhist nuns,
widows, painters, farm wives, revolutionaries, and adolescent girls thought to be incarnate immortals. Some
women wrote out of isolation and despair, finding in words a mastery that otherwise eluded them. Others
were recruited into poetry by family members, friends, or sympathetic male advocates. Some dwelt on
intimate family matters and cast their poems as addresses to husbands and sons at large in the wide world of
men’s affairs. Each woman had her own reasons for poetry and her own ways of appropriating, and often
changing, the conventions of both men’s and women'’s verse.

The primary purpose of this anthology is to put before the English-speaking reader evidence of the poetic
talent that flourished, against all odds, among women in premodern China. It is also designed to spur
reflection among specialists in Chinese poetry, inspiring new perspectives on both the Chinese poetic
tradition and the canon of female poets within that tradition. This partial history both connects with and
departs from the established patterns for women’ s writing in the West, thus complementing current
discussions of “feminine writing.”
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Editorial Review

Review
“Well organized and thorough, it fills an enormous gap in Western literature on women'’s literature in
China.” ?Stephen H. West, University of California, Berkeley

From the Inside Flap

This anthology of Chinese women'’s poetry in translation brings together representative selections from the
work of some 130 poets from the Han dynasty to the early twentieth century. To measure the devel opment of
Chinese women'’ s poetry, one must take into account not only the poems but also the prose
writings—prefaces, biographies, theoretical tracts—that framed them and attempted to shape women's
writing as a distinct category of literature. To this end, the anthology contains an extended section of
criticism by and about women writers.

These poets include empresses, imperial concubines, courtesans, grandmothers, recluses, Buddhist nuns,
widows, painters, farm wives, revolutionaries, and adolescent girls thought to be incarnate immortals. Some
women wrote out of isolation and despair, finding in words a mastery that otherwise eluded them. Others
were recruited into poetry by family members, friends, or sympathetic male advocates. Some dwelt on
intimate family matters and cast their poems as addresses to husbands and sons at large in the wide world of
men’s affairs. Each woman had her own reasons for poetry and her own ways of appropriating, and often
changing, the conventions of both men’s and women'’s verse.

The primary purpose of this anthology isto put before the English-speaking reader evidence of the poetic
talent that flourished, against all odds, among women in premodern China. It is also designed to spur
reflection among specialists in Chinese poetry, inspiring new perspectives on both the Chinese poetic
tradition and the canon of female poets within that tradition. This partial history both connects with and
departs from the established patterns for women’ s writing in the West, thus complementing current
discussions of “feminine writing.”

From the Back Cover

“Well organized and thorough, it fills an enormous gap in Western literature on women’s literature in
China.”—Stephen H. West, University of California, Berkeley

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Shirley Wales:

The book Women Writers of Traditional China: An Anthology of Poetry and Criticism make one feel enjoy
for your spare time. Y ou need to use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can for being
your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem with the subject. If you can make looking at a
book Women Writers of Traditional China: An Anthology of Poetry and Criticism to be your habit, you can
get considerably more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about some or all
subjects. You could know everything if you like start and read a publication Women Writers of Traditional
China: An Anthology of Poetry and Criticism. Kinds of book are alot of. It means that, science publication
or encyclopedia or others. So, how do you think about this e-book?



Robert Wilkes:

Typically the book Women Writers of Traditional China: An Anthology of Poetry and Criticism will bring
that you the new experience of reading the book. The author style to spell out the ideais very unique. In case
you try to find new book to learn, this book very suited to you. The book Women Writers of Traditional
China: An Anthology of Poetry and Criticism is much recommended to you to see. Y ou can also get the e-
book in the official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Ronnie Correa:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, small story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not attempting Women Writers of Traditional
China: An Anthology of Poetry and Criticism that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by means
of reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world
far better then how they react to the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading behavior only for the
geeky man but for al of you who wantsto possibly be success person. So , for every you who want to start
looking at as your good habit, you can pick Women Writers of Traditional China: An Anthology of Poetry
and Criticism become your own starter.

Nancy Thornton:

As ascholar exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or to make
summary for some guide, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's soul or real their hobby.
They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at thistime there but nothing
reading seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and can't see colorful pics on there.
Y eah, it isto be complicated. Book is very important for you. Aswe know that on this period of time, many
ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore, this
Women Writers of Traditional China: An Anthology of Poetry and Criticism can make you experience more
interested to read.
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