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She has been known as the "kept woman," the "fancy woman," and the "other
woman." She exists as both afictiona character and a flesh-and-blood human
being. But what do Madame de Pompadour, Jane Eyre, and Camilla Parker-
Bowles have in common? Why do women become mistresses, and is a mistress
merely awife-in-waiting, or is she the very definition of the emancipated,
independent femal e?

In Mistresses, Elizabeth Abbott intelligently examines the motives and morals of
some of the most infamous and fascinating women in history and literature.
Drawing intimate portraits of those who have—whether by chance, coercion, or
choice— assumed this complex role, from Chinese concubines and European
royal mistresses to mobster molls and trophy girlfriends, Mistresses offersarich
blend of history, personal biography, and cultural insight.
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She has been known as the "kept woman," the "fancy woman," and the "other woman." She exists as both a
fictional character and aflesh-and-blood human being. But what do Madame de Pompadour, Jane Eyre, and
Camilla Parker-Bowles have in common? Why do women become mistresses, and is a mistress merely a
wife-in-waiting, or is she the very definition of the emancipated, independent female?

In Mistresses, Elizabeth Abbott intelligently examines the motives and morals of some of the most infamous
and fascinating women in history and literature. Drawing intimate portraits of those who have—whether by
chance, coercion, or choice— assumed this complex role, from Chinese concubines and European royal
mistresses to mobster molls and trophy girlfriends, Mistresses offers arich blend of history, personal
biography, and cultural insight.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Hastheirresistible appeal of celebrity gossip... Full of fascinating details and illuminating insights.” —
Kirkus Reviews

"Refreshingly liberated from moral probity or censoriousness. Abbott’ s perspective, that of a seasoned,
unbiased cultural historian, shines through this informed genealogy." — Bookslut

About the Author

Elizabeth Abbott is Research Associate at Trinity College, University of Toronto, and, from 1991 to 2004,
was Dean of Women. Sheis the author of several books, including Sugar and Haiti, also published by
Overlook.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
James Rogers:

Book iswritten, printed, or created for everything. Y ou can realize everything you want by a guide. Book
has a different type. We all know that that book is important matter to bring us around the world. Adjacent to
that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A e-book Mistresses: A History of the Other Woman will
make you to possibly be smarter. Y ou can feel much more confidence if you can know about anything. But
some of you think this open or reading any book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why
they can be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or acceptable book with you?

DennisBryant:

The book with title Mistresses: A History of the Other Woman includes alot of information that you can
discover it. You can get alot of advantage after read this book. This particular book exist new understanding
the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world right now. That isimportant
to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you throughout new era of
the syndication. Y ou can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Ollie Waymire:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specifically book entitled
Mistresses: A History of the Other Woman your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering
in each aspect that maybe unknown for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging every single word
written in a publication then become one form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get ahead
of. The Mistresses: A History of the Other Woman giving you another experience more than blown away
your brain but also giving you useful information for your better life on this era. So now let us show you the
relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished looking at



it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Andrew Blanton:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. That book Mistresses: A History of the Other Woman was multi-
colored and of course has pictures around. Aswe know that book Mistresses: A History of the Other Woman
has many kinds or category. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can
read and think that you are the character on there. Therefore not at al of book are make you bored, any it
makes you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading that
will.
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